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PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Alderman  T.  A.  B.  Soden,  J.P.,  M.R.C  S.,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Councillor  T.  E.  Friswell,  Vice-Chairman. 

The  Mayor  (Mr.  Alderman  F.  Lee,  J.P.) 

The  Deputy  Mayor  (Mr.  Alderman  F.  Snape,  J.P.) 
Mr.  Alderman  A.  J.  Makepeace,  J.P.,  L.D.S. 

Miss  Councillor  A.  Arnold. 

Mr.  Councillor  A.  H.  Barnacle,  O.B.E. 

Mr.  Councillor  F.  A.  Collington,  M.R.C.S. 

Mr.  Councillor  T.  Hancox. 

Mr.  Councillor  J.  Holt. 

Mrs.  Councillor  E.  Hughes. 

Mr.  Councillor  W.  Ivens. 

( These  members  constitute  also  the  Maternity  and  Child 

Welfare  Committee). 


REPRESENTATIVES  ON  THE  WARWICK- 
SHIRE AND  COVENTRY  JOINT 
COMMITTEE  FOR  TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  Mayor  (Mr.  Alderman  F.  Lee,  J.P.) 
Mr.  Alderman  T.  A.  B.  Soden,  J.P.,  M.R.C.S. 
Mr.  Alderman  A.  J.  Makepeace,  J.P.,  L.D.S. 
Mr.  Councillor  A.  H.  Barnacle,  O.B.E. 

Mr.  Councillor  H.  H.  Cheshire,  M.B.E. 
Mr.  Councillor  F.  A.  Collington,  M.R.C.S. 
Mr.  Councillor  T.  E.  Friswell. 


representatives  on  the  general 

COMMITTEE  OF  THE  COVENTRY  AND 
WARWICKSHIRE  HOSPITAL. 


Mr.  Alderman  T.  A.  B.  Soden,  J.P.,  M.R.C.S. 
Mr.  Councillor  T.  E.  Friswell. 
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CITY  HOSPITAL  SUB-COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Alderman  T.  A.  B.  Soden,  J.P.,  M.R.C.S.,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Councillor  T.  E.  Friswell,  Vice-Chairman. 
Miss  Councillor  A.  Arnold. 

Mr.  Councillor  A.  H.  Barnacle,  O.B.E. 

Mr.  Councillor  F.  A.  Collington,  M.R.C.S. 

Mr.  Councillor  W.  Ivens. 

CITY  HOSPITAL  OFFICERS. 

Matron  .....  Miss  M.  Davidson. 
Medical  Superintendent  - - E.  H.  Snell,  m.d. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES  SUB-COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Alderman  T.  A.  B.  Soden,  J.P.,  M.R  C.S. 
Mr.  Councillor  T.  E.  Friswell. 


PUBLIC  ABATTOIR,  MUNICIPAL  LODGING 
HOUSE,  AND  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS 

SUB-COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Alderman  T.  A.  B.  Soden,  J.P.,  M.R.C.S.,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Councillor  T.  E.  Friswell,  Vice-Chairman. 

The  Deputy-Mayor  (Mr.  Alderman  F.  Snape,  J.P.) 
Mr.  Alderman  A.  J.  Makepeace,  J.P.,  L.D.S., 

Mr.  Councillor  T.  Hancox. 


UNFIT  HOUSES  SUB-COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Alderman  T.  A.  B.  Soden,  J.P.,  M.R.C.S.,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Councillor  T.  E.  Friswell,  Vice-Chairman. 
Miss  Councillor  A.  Arnold. 

Mr.  Councillor  A.  H.  Barnacle,  O.B.E. 

Mr.  Councillor  W.  Ivens. 


mental  deficiency  act  committee. 


Mr.  Councillor  A.  H.  Barnacle,  O.B.E.,  Chairman. 
Mrs.  S.  A.  Griffiths,  M.B.E.,  J.P.,  Vice-Chairman. 
The  Mayor  (Mr.  Alderman  F.  Lee,  J.P.) 

Mr.  Alderman  T.  A.  B.  Soden,  J.P.,  M.R.C.S. 
Mr.  Councillor  H.  S.  Armishaw. 

Mr.  Councillor  W.  H.  Batchelor. 

Mr.  Councillor  C.  Payne. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  - 'E.  H.  Snell,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 


Tuberculosis  Officer 


Assistant  Tuberculosis 
Officers 


Medical  Supt.  (Memorial1 
Sanatorium) 

Asst.  Medical  Officer  do.  1 


1J.  McG.  Williams, m.d., 
d.p.h. 

/R.  J.  CYRIAX,  M.D.  Brux., 
D.P.H- 

R.  G.  R.  West,  m.b., 
m.r.c.p, , d.p.h.  (Ap- 
pointed 5th  Decern  - 
v ber,  1927). 

F.  R.  G.  Heaf,  b.a., 

M.D. 

1 M.  Gerber,  b.a.,  m.b., 
b.ch.,  b.a.o.  (Appoin- 
ted 1st  Oct.,  1927). 


Jointly  for 
Coventry  and 
Warwick- 
shire. 


Public  Analysts 

Veterinary  Inspector  - 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
Deputy  Chief  Inspector 

Sanitary  Inspectors  - 


I A.  Bostock  Hill,  m.d.,  d.p.h.  Part 
|W.  T.  Rigby,  f.i.c.  (time, 

William  Dale,  m.r.c.v.s.  (Part  time). 

W.  R.  Martin.*  || 

W.  Beaumont.*  j| 

(Miss  P.  Churchill.* 

1 T.  F.  Roberts.*  || 


Assistants  - 


- < 


W.  B.  Graham.* 

T.’E.  WlLLMOTT.* 

W.  G.  Cooper.*  (Resigned  1st 
Sept.,  1927). 

H.  Ellis,  x*  (Appointed  28th  July, 
I927)- 

H.  Lenton.**  (Appointed  5th  Dec., 

> 1927)- 


Probationer 

Supt.  Health  Visitor  (2) 


Health  Visitors 


F.  Duggins. 

^iss  S.  G.  Barratt.*|  \ §a 

rlMiss  L.  Cureton.  § 1i  * 
xMiss  R.  Ward.  §11  * 

^iss  A.  G.  Pudge,  f § 

*Miss  E.  R.  Saul.*  § a 
^iss  G.  A.  Saul,  b.a.,  Lond.  J § 
^Mrs.  F.  .A.  George.  II  § 

!Miss  W.  F.  Cleverley.  b § } (Re_ 
signed  25th  June,  1927). 

^iss  M.  Conlon. U § f c (Appointed 

, 26th  Sept.,  1927). 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF — continued. 


/Miss  V.  M.  Phillips.  (Resigned 
31st  October,  1927). 

Health  Visitors’  Assistants  Miss  E.  W.  Rogers. 

Miss  W.  M.  Brown.  (Appointed  17th 
' October,  1927). 

Tuberculosis Visitor(Jointly  j 

for  Coventry  and  War-  j ^rs.  A.  Shaw.  § H 
wickshire)  - - - 1 

Statistical  Clerk  - - 1J.  H.  Grant. J 

Senior  Clerk  - - - W.  Storer. 

j Miss  G.  Harvey. 

Junior  Clerks  - - - {Miss  D.  G.  Johnson. 

Disinfector  and  Motor  Driver  R.  W.  Elmore. 


The  Officers  before  whose  names  the  mark  1 appears  are  those  towards 
whose  salaries  a contribution  has  been  made  from  Exchequer  funds. 

‘Inspector's  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

{Inspector's  Certificate  of  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Examination  Board. 

||  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Inspecting  Meat  and  other  foods. 

x Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  Joint 
Examination  Board. 

•{Health  Visitor's  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

$ Certificate  of  Central  Midwives  Board. 

H Three  years  general  trained  nurse. 

a Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Workers. 

b Certificate  under  the  Board  of  Education  (Health  Visitors  Training) 
Regulations,  1919. 

c New  certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Health  Visitors  under 
Memo  ioi/M.C,W. 

(z)  Phis  officer  holds  from  the  Board  of  Guardians  the  post  of  Visitor 
under  the  Children  Act,  1908. 
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Coventry  was  constituted  a separate 

County  by  Charter  of 

Henry  VI.,  1451. 

Incorporated  with  the  County  of  Warwick , 1842. 

Constituted  a County  Borough,  1888. 

General  Statistics. 

Area  in  acres 

• . . 

4»  I47 

Population  (Census,  1921) 

• • • 

...  128,157 

Population  (estimated,  1927) 

... 

139,000 

Density  of  population  (1927)  per  acre 

... 

33'5 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  28,355  •••  (Dec., 

1927)  32,26c 

Average  number  of  persons  to  each  occupied  house  (mid.  year)  4-3 

Rateable  Value  of  City  (Dec.,  1927) 

... 

•••  ^641.543 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  (Dec., 

1927) 

£"2,280 

Summary  of  Vital  Statistics. 

The  principal  features  of  the  vital 

statistics  for  the  year 

are  as  follows. : — 

Figures  given 
by  the 

Registrar  General 

Estimated  Population,  1927 

139,000 

129,500 

Birth  Rate 

14-8 

15-9 

Marriage  Rate 

16-2 

— 

Recorded  Death  Rate 

10*2 

10-9 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Births 

63*4 

63' 4 

Death  Rate  from  principal  Infectious 

1 

Diseases 

0-23 

— 

Respiratory  Death  Rate 

1*71 

— 

Phthisis  Death  Rate 

0*87 

0'93 

Death  Rate  from  other  forms  of 

Tuberculosis  ... 

0*13 

\ 044 

Death  Rate  from  Cancer  ... 

112 

— 

CITY  OF  COVENTRY. 


Fifty- third  Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


To  the  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen 
and  Councillors  of  the  City  of  Coventry. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting-  to  you  the  fifty-third  Annual 
Report — the  thirty-first  that  I have  presented — concerning-  the 
vital  statistics  and  general  sanitary  condition  of  youir  City. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  the  vital  statistics  for  the  year 
is  the  low  infant  mortality — 63.4  per  1,000  births.  This.  is.  the 
lowest  rate  yet  recorded  in  the  City,  and  it  is  13.5  per  1,000  below 
the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years.  The  lowest  figure  prior 
to  this  was  64.9  in  1923;  and  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
in.  1927  was  70.0. 

The  death  rate  is  again  low,  and  the  rate  of  10.2  for  the  City 
compares  with  12.3  for  the  country  generallv.  There  were  105 
more  deaths  registered  this  year  than  last,  and  bronchitis,  pneu- 
monia and  other  respiratory  diseases  accounted  for  63  of  these. 
The  birth  rate  is  again  the  lowest  recorded  for  the  City. 
Early  in  the  year  much  time  and  labour  were  given  to  the 
preparation  of  tables  and  reports  in  connection  with  the  boundary 
extension  proposals,  and  some  remarks  regarding  these  appear 
on  page  130. 

The  Coventry  Corporation  Act,  1927,  which  received  Royal 
Assent  on  the  29th  July,  1927,  contained  in  Part  VIII.  certain 
new  powers  relating  to  Infectious  Diseases  and  Sanitary  Matters 
as  follows  : — 

Parents  to  notify  Infectious  Disease  (to1  Head  Teacher 
or  Superintendent  of  schools) ; Power  to1  close  Sunday  Schools 
and  exclude  children  from  entertainments;  Restriction  on 
attendance  of  children  at  Sunday  Schools  and  places  of 
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assembly  when,  Infectious  Disease  prevails;  As  to  filthy  ; 
premises;  Disinfection  in  case  of  Tuberculosis;  Wilful  dam- 
age to  drains,  water-closets,  etc.  Byelaws  as  to  stables; 
Extension  of  powers  of  Section  72  of  Public  Health  Act,  1925; 
Byelaws  as  to1  transport  of  food;  Further  powers  in  relation 
to  unsound  food. 

A Clean  Milk  course  was  arranged  to  be  held  at  Leamington 
during  the  winter  of  1927-28  by  the  Midland  Centre  of  the  Sani-  . 
tary  Inspectors’  Association  in  conjunction  with  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  and  with  the  approval  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  one  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  attended  the 
course. 

During  the  latter  half  of  the  year  two  sharp  out-breaks  of  | 
Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  City,  and  a special  report  on  this  is  1 
given  under  the  heading  of  “ Diphtheria,”  on  page  61. 

Under  the  authority  conferred  by  Section  67  of  the  Public  I 
Health  Act,  1925,  advantage  was  taken  by  the  Public  Health 
Committee  to<  arrange  for  the  issue  within  the  City  of  information 
upon  the  questions  relating  to  health  and  disease,  and  this  has 
been  done  by  means  of  purchasing  2,000  copies  monthly  of  a small 
health  journal  known  as  “ Better  Health,”  published  by  the 

Central  Council  for  Health  Education.  Copies  of  this  journal  are 

sent  free  of  charge  to  all  the  schools,  to  the  Public  Libraries,  and 
to  the.  Welfare  Centres;  and  all  medical  men,  dentists  and  mid- 
wives are  supplied  with  a monthly  copy. 

In,  connection  with  the  inauguration  of  the  new  qualifying 
certificate  for  Sanitary  Inspectors,  a scheme  for  the  reception  of 
pupil  sanitary  inspectors  in  the  Public  Health  Department  was 
approved  by  the  Council,  and  in  April,  1927,  the  first  pupil  was 
appointed  in  the  Department  as  a probationer. 

During  the  year  there  were  several  changes  in  the  personnel 
of  the  sanitary  inspectors’  department,  and  some  difficulty  was 
experienced  in  filling  three  vacancies  that  had  occurred.  In  two 

instances  the  appointees  failed  subsequently  to  take  up  the 

appointments.  This  difficulty  has.  been,  prominent  in  the  depart- 
ment since  the  war,  and  the  lack  of  continuity  of  trained  staff 
has  added  to  the  other  handicaps  that  post-war  conditions  have 
brought  about.  An  effort  to  improve  the  status  of  junior  inspectors 
is  now  under  consideration. 

The  importance  of  preventive  measures  in  connection  with 
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the  Public  Health  cannot  be  better  emphasized  than  it  was  recently 
when  the  Minister  of  Health  stated  in  the  House  of  Commons 
that,  as  regards  persons  insured  under  the  National  Health  Insur- 
ance Act  in  England  and  Wales,  who  number  approximately 
14,000,000,  it  had  been  estimated  by  reference  to  the  sum  paid 
by  way  of  sickness  and  disablement  benefit,  that,  during  1926, 
approximately  169,000,000  working  days  had  been  lost  by  reason 
of  sickness. 

When  these  figures  are  applied  proportionately  to  the  insured 
population  of  the  City,  which  in  1926  numbered  54  978  persons,  it  is 
found  that  approximately  663,663  working  days  were  lost  during 
the  vear  1926.  This  means  that  each  insured  person  in  the  City 
was,  on  the  average,  in  receipt  of  benefit  for  a period  of  12  days, 
and,  since  benefit  is  not  payable  until  the  fourth  day  of  absence 
from  work,  it  would  seem  that  every  insured  person  on  the 
average  lost  15  working  days  during  that  year. 

Whilst  these  figures  may  not  apply  equally  to  Coventry  as 
elsewhere — since  some  districts  will  have  heavier  sickness  rates 


than  others' — they  do  provide  serious  food  for  thought  in  that  there 
is  here  at  hand  a mass  of  sickness  and  ill-health,  for  which  pre- 
vention would  be  not  only  better  than  cure  but  vastly  cheaper — 
to  the  State  and  to  industry  in  general. 


The  following  new  statutes,  regulations,  orders  and  circulars 
affecting  the  Public  Health  Department  were  enacted  or  issued 
during  the  year  by  the  responsible  government  departments  : — 


Influenza — and  Memo.  2/Med.  . 

Public  Health  (Smoke  Abatement)  Act,  1926 
Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.  in  Food)  Regu- 
lations, 1927  

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1927 
Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.  in  Food) 

Amendment  Regulations,  1927,  and  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1927  . 

Welfare  of  the  Blind — Definition  of  Blindness  . 
Health  Visitors  (Qualifications  for  Appointment) 
Registration  of  Still- Births  . . . . . 

Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.  in  Food) 

Amendment  Regulations,  1927 
Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.  in  Food) 

Amendment  Regulations,  1927 
Hraft  Regulations  re  Dried  Milk 
The  Registration  (Births,  Stillbirths,  Deaths  and 
Marriages)  Regulations,  1927,  with  Circs. 

802,  802a  & 802b. 

lagnosis  and  Prevention  of  Venereal  Diseases 
(Provision  of  Drugs)  . 


19/1/27 

Circ.  761 

17/2/27 

„ 759 

8/4/27 

12/4/27 

14/4/27 

„ 782 

27/4/27 

„ 780 

9/5/27 

„ 790 

20/C/27 

,,  602a 

25/6/27 

29/6/27 

12/8/27 

„ 806 

31/8/27  „ 815 


IO 


Public  Health  (Infectious  Diseases)  Regulations, 

1927  24/10/27  Circ.  820 

Alkali,  etc.,  Works  (Draft  Order)  under  Public 

Health  (Smoke  Abatement)  Act,  1926  . . 25/11/27 

Mental  Deficiency  Act.  1927  ....  22/12/27 

Nursing  Homes  Registration  Act,  1927  . . 22/12/27 

Venereal  Diseases  (Conduct  at  Treatment  Centre)  30/12/27  ,,  848  * 

I.  NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

POPULATION.  I 

The  estimate  adopted  for  the  mid-year  population  of  1927  j 
was  139,000. 

During-  the  year  1926  there  were  completed  in  the  City  932 
houses,  and  most  of  these  were  occupied  within  a few  weeks  of 
completion.  The  availability  of  this  additional  house  accommo- 
dation resulted  in  a larger  increase  than  usual  in  the  estimated 
population. 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  OF  THE  CITY  AND  DISTRICT. 

This  subject  was  dealt  with  at  length  in  the  report  for  1919 
(q.v.). 

Meteorology 

Meteorological  observations  are  made  daily  at  the  City 
Hospital,  and  posted  at  St.  Mary’s  Hall.  Monthly  records  of 
them  are  forwarded  to  the  Meteorological  Department  of  the  Air  k 
Ministry,  and  published  by  that  Office  in  the  monthly  weather 
reports. 

The  relationship  existing  between  the  death  rate  and  the 
temperature,  and  the  humidity  of  the  atmosphere,  is  graphicall) 
represented  in  the  curves  on,  the  plate  on  the  opposite  page. 

The  summary  of  the  meteorological  observations  taken  dur- 
ing the  year  is  given  on  page  16. 

The  highest  temperature  readings!  recorded  during  the  year  1 
were: — In  the  shade,  79. o°  F.  on  June  1 6th ; one  foot  below  the 
surface  of  the  ground,  64.8°  F.  on  August  7th;  and  four  feet  . 
below  the  surface,  58.2°  F.  on  August  17th. 

Freezing  point  or  below  was  recorded  in  the  screen  on  4 J 
days  during  the  year,  distributed  as  follows  : — 

January 
February 
March 
April 


10  October  1 

14  November  4 

1 December  M 
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CITY  OF  COVENTRY,  1927 


CHART  ILLUSTRATING  THE  RELATION  BETWEEN  THE  DEATH  RATES 
AND  PRINCIPAL  METEOROLOGICAL  CONDITIONS. 
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*Rain  fell  on  221  days,  and  the -total  fall  recorded  in  the  year 
was  33.08  inches.  This  was  5.42  inches  more  than  that  recorded 
in  1926,  and  was  7.019  inches  above  the  average  for  the  preceding 
thirty-five  years.  Since  1892,  when  our  rainfall  records  were 
started,  there  has  been  one  year  only  when  a heavier  fall  of  rain 
was  recorded  than  was  the  case  in  1927;  and  that  was  in  1912, 
when  37.02  inches  of  rain  were  registered. 

The  greatest  fall  in  any  twenty -four  hours  from  9 a.m.  was 
1. io  inches,  and  this  amount  was  recorded  on  January  28th. 

The  daily  records  of  rainfall  are  given  on  page  13. 

The  automatic  rain  gauge  recorded  29.84  inches  during  the 
year. 

The  average  rainfall  for  the  Midland  Counties,  as  recorded 
by  the  Meteorological  Office,  was  32.64  inches  in  1927. 

On  this  page  is  given  the  total  amount  of  bright  sunshine 
recorded  during  each  of  the  past  twenty -one  years  by  the  two 
sunshine  recorders  in  use;  the  Campbell-Stokes  instrument  is  the 
only  one  recognised  by  the  Meteorological  Office. 


Year. 

Campbell-Stokes’ 
Sunshine  Recorder. 

Jordan's 

Sunshine  Recorder. 

Hours. 

Hours. 

I9°7 

054 

1197 

1908 

1406 

1220 

I9°9 

1478 

1249 

1910 

1312 

1 104 

19 1 1 

r555 

x446 

1912 

1125 

1094 

1913 

1169 

1 107 

1914 

M52 

1315 

1915 

1463 

1260 

1916 

1220 

1 1 21 

1917 

1326 

1312 

1918 

131° 

1310 

1919 

1321 

1349 

1920 

! I IO 

1183 

1921 

I53° 

M75 

1922 

1293 

1120 

1923 

1260 

1205 

1924 

1246 

1225 

1925 

1261 

1203 

1926 

1167 

1094 

1927 

1107 

1045 

A Meteorological 
Hospital  for  thirty-six 


Station  has  now  existed  at  the  City 
years.  The  records  give  data  for  ealc.u- 


A rain  day  is  one  upon  which  -01  ins.  or  more  of  rain  falls. 


12 


latinig*  the  “ mean  ” monthly  temperatures  over  this  period  oi 
time.  They  are  as  follows  : — 


January  ...  38-8° 

February  ...  39*5° 

March  ...  42*2° 

April  ...  46-8° 

May  ...  53*1° 

June  ...  58-2° 


July  ...  61-4° 

August  ...  60*4° 
September  ...  561° 
October  ...  49-3° 
November  ...  42-6° 
December  ...  39*9° 


The  warmest  day  in  the  year  was  June  16th,  and  the  coldesi 
December  19th  ( i.e the  days  with  the  highest  and  lowest  read- 
ings of  the  maximum  thermometer). 

It  may  also  be  remarked  that  1927  was  the  least  sunny  yeai 
recorded  since  1905,  when  the  present  sunshine  recorder  was 
installed. 


1 


*Rain  fell  on  221  days,  and  the -total  fall  recorded  in  the  year 
was  33.08  inches.  This  was  5.42  inches  more  than  that  recorded 
in  1926,  and  was  7.019  inches  above  the  average  for  the  preceding 
thirty-five  years.  Since  1892,  when  our  rainfall  records  were 
started,  there  has  been  one  year  only  when,  a heavier  fall  of  rain 
was  recorded  than  was  the  case  in  1927;  and  that  was  in  1912, 
when  37.02  inches  of  rain  were  registered. 

The  greatest  fall  in  any  twenty-four  hours  from  9 a. m.  was 
1. 19  inches,  and  this  amount  was  recorded  on  January  28th. 

The  daily  records  of  rainfall  are  given  on  page  13. 

The  automatic  rain  gauge  recorded  29.84  inches  during  the 
year. 

The  average  rainfall  for  the  Midland  Counties,  as  recorded 
by  the  Meteorological  Office,  was  32.64  inches  in  1927. 

On  this  page  is  given  the  total  amount  of  bright  sunshine 
recorded  during  each  of  the  past  twenty -one  years  by  the  two 
sunshine  recorders  in  use;  the  Campbell-Stokes  instrument  is  the 
only  one  recognised  by  the  Meteorological  Office. 


Year. 

Campbell-Stokes’ 
Sunshine  Recorder. 

Jordan’s 

Sunshine  Recorder. 

Hours. 

Hours. 

I9°7 

054 

1197 

1908 

1406 

1220 

I9°9 

1478 

1249 

1910 

1312 

1 104 

1911 

*555 

1 446 

1912 

1125 

1094 

1913 

1169 

1 107 

1914 

M52 

1315 

1915 

1463 

1260 

1916 

1 220 

1 121 

1917 

1326 

1312 

1918 

1310 

1310 

1919 

1321 

1349 

1920 

1 1 10 

1183 

1921 

I53° 

M75 

1922 

1293 

1120 

1923 

1260 

1205 

1924 

1246 

1225 

1925 

1261 

1203 

1926 

1167 

X094 

1927 

1107 

1045 

A Meteorological  Station  has  now  existed  at  the  City 
Hospital  for  thirty-six  years.  The  records  give  data  for  ealc.u- 


A rain  day  is  one  upon  which  -01  ins.  or  more  of  rain  falls. 


r4 


Rainfall  at  Different  Local  Stations,  1927. 


January 
February 
March 
April . . 
May  . . 
June  .. 
July  .. 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 


T otal 


City 

Hospital. 

Pumping 

Station, 

Whitley. 

2'53 

2'33 

2-55 

260 

2‘42 

2*08 

1-93 

1 '90 

I*IO 

3'83 

3*6r 

216 

2*14 

4-22 

3‘53 

424 

4‘3° 

1-78 

*•58 

2-84 

2’42 

3'15 

3‘ 10 

33’o8 

3069 

For  the  record  of  rainfall  at  Whitley,  I am  indebted  to  the 
courtesy  of  the  City  Engineer. 

The  monthly  amounts  of  rain  registered  at  the  City  Hospital 
are  given  on  page  15,  together  with  the  corresponding  tables  for 
the  previous  twenty  years. 


AIR  POLLUTION. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  having  installed  an  automatic 
air  pollution  recorder,  observations,  are  now  made  concerning  the 
amount  of  pollution  suspended  in  the  atmosphere.  Notes  con- 
cerning the  observations  for  1927  are  included  under  “ Smoke 
Abatement,”  on  page  48. 

I 

II 
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Meteorological  Observations  made  at  the  City  Hospital,  Coventry,  1927 

Lat.  52°  24'  34"  Long.  1°  30'  20"  Height  of  rim  of  ram  gauge  above  mean  Sea  Level  271ft. 

The  cistern  of  the  barometer  is  situated  326  feet  above  sea  level. 


9 B RQ  149  IS  50  (1  ft-nnl 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

This  subject  was  dealt  with  at  length  in  the  Report  for  1919 
(q.v.). 

Occupations. 

The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  are  in 
connection  with  the  following-  industries  : — The  manufacture  of 
motor  cars,  motor  cycles,  and  cycles ; aeroplanes  and  aero 
engines,  general  engineering  and  machine  tool-making;  the 
manufacture  of  artificial  silk,  silk-weaving  and  general  textiles; 
printing;  watch  manufacture,  and  the  making  of  electrical, 
telephone,  and  wireless  equipment,  and  magnetos;  stamping  and 
press-working,  and  the  manufacture  of  various  motor  compo- 
nents, including  chains,  wheels,  rims,  tyres,  recording  instru- 
ments, etc.,  and  of  petrol  engines,  motor  bodies  and  parts. 

Details  of  the  occupations  of  all  persons  in  the  City  at  the 
Census  of  1921  are  shown  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1923,  page 
18  et  seq. 

Occupational  Influence  on  Health. 

This  influence  is  mainly  that  of  the  factory ; with  the  excep- 
tion of  sand-blasting,  grinding,  and  possiblv  paint  spraying,  none 
of  the  occupations  can  be  described  as  being  specially  injurious. 
The  principal  influence  is  that  of  factory  work  in  general  in  contra- 
distinction to  more  open-air  emplovment. 


B 
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Vital  Statistics. 


Year. 

Houses 

Inhabited. 

(December' 

Vacant. 

Popula- 

tion. 

(Mid-year 

Mortality 

) 

Infectiou 
• Mortality 

Deaths 

s under  on 
. year  per 
1000  born 

e Birth 
Rate. 

*377 

... 

... 

7,000 

... 

... 

1586 

... 

... 

6,502 

. . • 

• . • 

... 

*643 

... 

... 

9,5oo 

... 

... 

... 

1694 

... 

... 

6,711 

... 

... 

J ... 

... 

1723 

1.934 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

j74« 

2,066 

... 

12,817 

32  ? 

. . • 

• • • 

35? 

1801 

( 2.930 

... 

i6,034 

. . . 

• • . 

# 

181 1 

3,448 

*60 

i7,923 

... 

... 

. ..  ' 

1821 

3.729 

*114 

21,448 

... 

... 

... 

... 

I 1831 

5,444 

*421 

27,298 

... 

... 

. . . 

1841 

a? 

QJ 

6,531 

*59° 

31,032 

fen  Year: 

5’  Averag 

A__ 

e. 

I i85* 

5 

7,783 

*151 

36,812 

27 

1 *” 

”7 

1861 

U3 

8,991 

*1,026 

40,936 

25 

... 

. . . 

1871 

</3 

0 

V 

8,535 

*816 

37,670 

22 

••• 

... 

... 

1881 

0 

9,223 

*643 

42,111 

20 

! 3‘3 

150 

354 

1891 

1 1,496 

*284 

52,724 

18-5 

17 

142 

320 

1901 

x5>57r 

353 

69,978 

16*96 

19 

1537 

29-3 

I I91 1 

23,515 

95 

106,349 

13  7 

1 ’4 

109-3 

28-0 

1921 

1 

28,355 

502t 

128,157 

II-3 

0-7 

83-6 

23-2 

i897 

f 12,440 

73 

61,234 

16-8 

x-8 

r~ 

*57 

3X3 

1911 

23>5I5 

95 

107,287 

133 

208 

109-8 

26-9 

1912 

24,590 

50 

111,166 

11-9 

1 '35 

76-1 

26-4 

1913 

25.051 

rx3 

115,064 

11-4 

0-84 

916 

26-0 

I T9X4 

25,860 

99 

119,003 

ii*7 

0-70 

84-6 

26-9 

1915 

26,667 

56 

122,982 

12-9 

i‘39 

87-8 

23-8 

1916 

27,366 

12 

127,089 

io-g 

1-23 

87’5 

23'5 

1917 

27.531 

x5 

130,000 

10-4 

0-47 

787 

20-2 

I ig'8 

27.735 

25 

133,000 

14-6 

0-42 

92-5 

20-7 

19x9 

27,829 

20 

136,000 

9‘3 

0-32 

82-8 

18-2 

1920 

27.973 

48 

130,000 

9-8 

°'35 

76-0 

25O 

1921 

28,355 

502 1 

128,157 

10-2 

0-25 

79'3 

22-1 

I 1922  j 

28,661 

72 

[29,000 

10  6 

o-34 

70-4 

l8'9 

I 1923 

29.4I4 

4° 

(30,500 

9*3 

0 ■ 20 

64-9 

16-9 

1924 

2 

9,685 

90 

[32,000 

96 

0-19 

79'4 

l6'0 

x925 

30,199 

83 

[33>5°°  I 

io*6 

0-30 

77” 1 

l6-3 

1926 

31.034 

hi 

35,000 

9*7 

0 15 

68-9 

15  7 

1927 

32,260 

X5X  1 

39,000 

10*2 

0-23 

63 '4  1 

14-8 

*This  number  includes  all  business  offices,  whether  in  dwelling  houses  or  factories,  if  n 
occupied  on  the  night  the  Census  was  taken. 

t This  number  omits  all  business  offices,  factories,  etc. 

{ The  Census  returns  shew  502  unoccupied  “ dwellings  "—not  houses, 


Table  I. — Vital  Statistics  of  City  during  1927  and  Previous  Years. 
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water)  4.147.  Total  families  or  separate  occupiers  30,324 
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NOTES  TO  TABLE  I. 


This  Table  is  arranged  to  show  the  gross  births  and  deaths  registered  in  the 
district  during  the  calendar  year  and  the  births  and  deaths  properly  belonging  to  it 
with  the  corresponding  rates.  The  rates  are  calculated  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  gross 
population  as  stated  in  Column  2.  In  a district  in  which  large  public  institutions  for 
the  sick  or  infirm  seriously  affect  the  statistics,  the  rates  in  Columns  5 and  IB  mav  be 
calculated  on  a nett  population,  obtained  by  deducting  from  the  estimated  gross 
population  the  average  number  of  inmates  not  belonging  to  the  district  in  such  institutions. 

* In  Column  6 are  included  the  whole  of  the  deaths  registered  during  the  calendar 
year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district. 

In  Column  12  is  entered  the  number  in  Column  6,  corrected  by  subtraction  of 
the  number  in  Column  8 and  by  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  9.  Deaths  in  Column 
10  are  similarly  corrected  by  subtraction  of  the  deaths  under  1 included  in  the 
number  given  in  Column  8,  and  by  addition  of  the  deaths  under  1 included  in  the 
number  given  in  Column  9. 

f The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  from  the  returns  made  to  him  by  the 
local  Registrar  of  Deaths,  as  well  as  from  the  quarterly  lists  furnished  by  the  Registrar- 
General,  to  fill  in  Column  8 in  accordance  with  the  rule  in  the  next  paragraph  below. 
The  Registrar-General,  either  directly  or  through  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
will  supply  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  the  particulars  of  deaths  to  be  entered 
in  Column  9 ; and  all  such  deaths  are  included  in  this  Column,  unless  an  error 
is  detected,  and  its  correction  has  been  accepted  by  the  Registrar-General.  For 
Column  4 the  Registrar-General  will  furnish  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  a 
statement  of  the  number  of  births  needing  to  be  added  to  or  subtracted  from  the 
total  supplied  by  the  local  Registrar. 

1 “Transferable  Deaths”  are  deaths  of  persons  who,  having  a fixed  or  usual 
residence  in  England  or  Wales,  die  in  a district  other  than  that  in  which  they  resided 
The  deaths  of  persons  without  fixed  or  usual  residence,  e.g.,  casuals,  are  not 
included  in  Columns  8 or  9,  except  in  certain  instances  under  3 (&)  below.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  will  state  in  Column  8 the  number  of  transferable  deaths  of  "non- 
residents” which  are  to  be  deducted,  and  will  state  in  Column  9 the  number  of  death* 
of  “residents”  registered  outside  the  district  which  are  to  be  added  in  calculating 
the  nett  death-rate  of  his  district. 

The  following  special  cases  arise  as  to  Transferable  Deaths 

(1)  Persons  dying  in  Institutions  for  the  sick  or  infirm,  such  as  hospitals,  lunatic* 
asylums,  workhouses,  and  nursing  homes  (but  not  almshouses)  have  been  regarded  as 
residents  of  the  district  in  which  they  had  a fixed  or  usual  residence  at  the  time  o 
admission.  If  the  person  dying  in  an  Institution  had  no  fixed  residence  at  the  time  o: 
admission,  the  death  is  not  transferable.  If  the  patient  has  been  directly  transferee 
from  one  such  institution  to  another,  the  death  is  transferable  to  the  district  of  residence 
at  the  time  of  admission  to  the  first  Institution. 

(2)  The  deaths  of  infants  born  and  dying  within  a year  of  birth  in  an  Institutioi 
to  which  the  mother  was  admitted  for  her  confinement  have  been  referred  to  the 
district  of  fixed  or  usual  residence  of  the  parent. 

(3)  Deaths  from  Violence  have  been  referred  (a)  to  the  district  of  residence,  under  tb 
general  rule  ; (b)  if  this  district  is  unknown,  or  the  deceased  had  no  fixed  abode,  to  tli 
district  where  the  accident  occurred,  if  known  ; ( c ) failing  this,  to  the  district  where  dent) 
occurred,  if  known;  and  (d)  failing  this,  to  the  district  where  the  body  was  found. 
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Vital  Statistics  of  the  Wards. 

The  following-  table  shows  the  estimated  populations  of  the 
several  wards,  the  birth  and  death  rates  based  on  these  estimates, 
and  also  the  infantile  mortality  rates,  which  being  based  on  the 
comparison  of  the  infantile  deaths  to  the  actual  number  of  births 
which  occurred,  are  not  based  on  estimates.  On  the  ist  January, 
1925,  the  boundaries  of  the  twelve  wards  of  the  City  were  altered 
and  the  population  was  distributed  more  evenly  in  the  new  wards. 
The  figures  given  in  this  table  are  therefore  not  strictly  com- 
parable with  those  of  years  prior  to  1925. 


Average  Infantile 
Death  Rate  for 

10  years. 
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Houses  Completed 
July  ist,  1926  to 
June  30th,  1927. 
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All  Saints 
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♦After  correction  for  transfers  this  figure  becomes  2,065,  which  gives  a birth  rate  of  148. 
fThis  figure  is  calculated  on  2,147  births:  on  2,065  it  is  634. 
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Marriages. 

The  number  of  marriages  has.  been  1,124.  This  gives  j 
marriage  rate  of  16.2. 

The  average  for  the  previous  ten  yearsi  was  17. 1. 

The  following  table  shows  the  relation,  with  the  figures  o* 
previous  years,  and  with  the  marriage  rate  for  the  count n 
generally  : — 


Year. 

No.  of  Marriages. 

Rate. 

Rate  for  England 
and  Wales. 

I9IO 

886 

174 

14-8 

1911 

938 

17-4 

15-2 

1912 

959 

17-2 

J5'5 

1913 

1026 

17-8 

x5'5 

1914 

1091 

182 

15-9 

1915 

1282 

208 

19-3 

1916 

1184 

18-6 

I5-4 

1917 

1155 

177 

138 

1918 

1237 

186 

r5'3 

1919 

1236 

18  1 

197 

1920 

1342 

19-1 

20  1 

1921 

1047 

16-3 

169 

1922 

948 

147 

I5'8 

1923 

995 

15-2 

15-2 

1924 

U59 

175 

15  3 

1925 

1173 

i7'5 

15-2 

1926 

1103 

163 

i4‘3 

1927 

1124 

i6'2 

i5‘7 

Births. 

There  were  2,147  births  registered  as  having  taken  plac 
during  the  year  within  the  City;  116  of  these  were  transferred  out 
and  34  occurring  elsewhere  were  transferred  here,  leaving  2,065 
The  birth  rate  for  the  year  has  been  14.8  per  1,000  of  the  est 
mated  population.  The  average  rate  for  the  previous  ten  year 
was  18.8.  There  were  88  illegitimate  births  registered,  or  4. 
per  cent,  of  the  total.  Ini  1926  the  percentage  was  2.6,  and  i 

J925,  2-9- 

The  birth  rate  is  compared  with  that  for  the  whole  of  Englan 
and  Wales  in  the  following  table  : — 


Year. 

No.  of  Births. 

Birth  Rate. 

Rate  for  England 
and  Wales. 

1910 

2674 

26  2 

24-8 

1911 

2886 

26  9 

24*4 

1912 

2943 

26  4 

238 

1913 

2999 

26'0 

239 

1914 

3203 

269 

23-8 

1915 

2936 

23-8 

21-8 

1916 

2993 

23’5 

216 

1917 

2635 

20  2 

177 

1918 

2766 

207 

177 

1919 

2486 

182 

185 

1920 

3250 

23-2 

25’4 

1921 

2836 

22'I 

22-4 

1922 

2442 

i8-9 

20'6 

1923 

2217 

1 6*9 

19  7 

1924 

2113 

i6-o 

i8-8 

1925 

2178 

163 

183 

1926 

2116 

I5T 

iy8 

1927 

2065 

148 

16  7 
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Decennial  The  black  lines  represent  the  rates  for  Coventry.  The  dotted  lines  represent  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales 

Average. 


PROPORTIONS  OF  DEATHS  FROM  PRINCIPAL 
CAUSES  TO  TOTAL  DEATHS,  1927. 


THE  TOTAL  DEATH  RATE  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  WAS  I0‘< 
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Deaths. 

There  have  been  1,442  deaths  registered  as  having-  taken 
place  during  the  year  within  your  City  ; of  these,  107  were  deaths 
of  non-residents;  these  have  been  referred  to  the  districts  in  which 
the  persons  ordinarily  resided ; and  there  were  83  deaths  of 
residents  which  occurred  elsewhere;  these  have  to  be  added  to-  the 
above  number.  The  actual  number  of  deaths,  therefore,  which 
has  to  be  regarded  in  estimating  the  death  rate  is  1,418.  This 
gives  a recorded  death  rate  of  10.2  per  thousand  of  the  population. 

The  death  rate  for  the  107  great  towns  (including  London) 
was  12.3;  for  the  155  smaller  towns  it  was  11.3;  and  for  London 
it  was  1 1.4.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12.3. 

The  following  table  shows  the  mean  age  at  death  of  the 
persons  who  died  in  the  past  thirty-three  years  : — 


Year. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Total  completed 
Years  Lived. 

Mean  Age  at 
Death. 

1927 

1418 

68500 

48-3 

1926 

1313 

63462 

48-3 

1925 

1417 

59988 

42-3 

1924 

1275 

57285 

44-9 

1923 

1217 

56032 

460 

1922 

1377 

62548 

45-4 

1921 

1309 

55921 

42-7 

1920 

1272 

51289 

40-3 

1919 

1267 

51753 

40-8 

1918 

1947 

81116 

41-6 

1917 

1354 

56414 

41-6 

1916 

1395 

49973 

35-8 

1915 

1595 

59807 

37-5 

1914 

1399 

55635 

39-7 

1913 

1318 

48110 

36-5 

1912 

1330 

49040 

36-8 

1911 

1431 

50873 

354 

1910 

1162 

44595 

38-3 

1909 

1285 

46589 

36-2 

1908 

1217 

45744 

37  5 

1907 

1152 

42072 

36-6 

1906 

1247 

45236 

36-2 

1905 

1114 

41866 

380 

1904 

1132 

39623 

350 

1903 

1188 

43270 

364 

1902 

1007 

36743 

36-4 

1901 

1203 

39709 

330 

1900 

1223 

42687 

34  6 

1899 

1182 

40156 

365 

1898 

1060 

29858 

281 

1897 

1037 

36045 

33-8 

1896 

965 

33544 

34-7 

1895 

953 

33486 

35-1 

In  compiling  this  table  only  completed  years  have  been 
regarded;  otherwise  the  mean  age  at  death  would  have  been 
fractionally  higher. 
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Table  III. — Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year  1927. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “ Residents” 
whether  occurring  within  or  without  the 

City. 

.J,  QJ 

(T.  X3 

U.  1 

O C 
« ~ 0 

Causes  of  Death. 

1 

to  All  ages. 

| co  Under  1 year. 

t>i 

© 

c 

3 

S3 

«8 

rS 

4 

01  2 and  under  5. 

1 

oj  5 and  under  15.  j 

^ 15  and  under  25. 

00  25  and  under  45. 

co  45  and  under  65. 

g 65  and  upwards. 

Total  Deaths  whett 

i_i  “ Residents  ” or  “ Nc 

^dents”  in  Institution 
City. 

j Certified 
(Uncertified 

1413 

5 

130 

1 

22 

28 

56 

63 

201 

1 

393 

1 

520 

2 

557 

1.  Enterio  Fever 

. . 

2.  Small  Pox 

8.  Measles 

5 

3 

1 

1 

1 

4.  Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

3 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

6 

3 

3 

2 

6.  Diphtheria 

21 

4 

15 

2 

16 

7.  Influenza  . . 

50 

2 

1 

3 

1 

3 

10 

14 

16 

8 

8.  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

7 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 2 

9.  Meningococcal  Meningitis 

10.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  sys- 

3 

1 

1 

• • 

1 

31 

tem 

121 

. . 

2 

17 

58 

39 

5 

11.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  . . 

18 

1 

1 

6 

5 

4 

• , 

1 

11 

12.  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

156 

2 

15 

70 

69 

89 

13.  Rheumatic  Fever 

7 

3 

2 

1 

1 

• . 

1 

14.  Diabetes  . . 

9 

1 

4 

4 

5 

15.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

87 

1 

. , 

2 

37 

47 

26 

16.  Heart  Disease 

144 

3 

4 

12 

54 

71 

39 

17.  Arterio-Sclerosis 

38 

, # 

. . 

, # 

11 

27  j 

7 

18.  Bronchitis 

148 

6 

4 

1 

1 

9 

31 

96 

41 

19.  Pneumonia  (all  forms).. 

70 

9 

7 

5 

3 

4 

13 

20 

9 

17 

20.  Other  Respiratory  diseases  .. 

20 

1 

7 

8 

4 

3 

21.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

15 

• . 

1 

5 

7 

2 

15 

22.  Diarrhoea,  etc.  .. 

14 

7 

2 

1 

• • 

• • 

1 

2 

1 

2 

23.  Appendicitis 

13 

4 

3 

5 

1 

•• 

17 

24.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

8 

# . 

1 

• • 

1 

5 

1 

25.  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  . . 

20 

2 

2 

5 

8 

3 

10 

26.  Puerperal  Sepsis 

27.  Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 

3 

3 

• * 

" | 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition 
28.  Congenital  Debility  and  Malfor- 
mation, including  Premature 

7 

7 

1 

12 

Birth 

86 

84 

1 

1 

22 

29.  Suicide 

17 

2 

5 

8 

2 

6 

30.  Other  Deaths  from  Violence  . . 

50 

5 

, , 

9 

5 

11 

10 

10 

47 

31.  Other  Defined  Diseases 

270 

14 

2 

4 

6 

8 

24 

60 

152 

121 

32.  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

4 

3 

1 

- 

Totals 

1418 

131 

22 

28 

56 

63 

202 

394 

522 

557  1] 

25 


NOTES  TO  TABLE  III 


The  classification  and  numbering  of  Causes  of  Death  are  those  of  the 
“ Short  List”  as  agreed  upon  by  the  International  Commission  held  at 
Paris  in  1920. 

( a ) All  “Transferable  Deaths”  of  residents,  i.e.,  of  persons  resident  in  the 

district  who  have  died  outside  it,  are  included,  with  the  other  deaths 
in  columns  2-10.  Transferable  deaths  of  non-residents,  i.e.,  of  persons 
resident  elsewhere  in  England  and  Wales  who  have  died  in  the  district, 
are  in  like  manner  excluded  from  these  columns.  For  the  precise  meaning 
of  the  term  “ transferable  deaths  ” see  footnote  to  Table  I. 

The  total  deaths  in  column  2 of  Table  III.  equal  the  figures  for  the  year  in 
column  12  of  Table  I. 

(b)  AU  deaths  occurring  in  institutions  for  the  sick  and  infirm  situated  within 

the  district,  whether  of  residents  or  of  non-residents,  are  entered  in  the 
last  column  of  Table  III. 

[c)  All  deaths  certified  by  registered  Medical  Practitioners  and  all  Inquest 

cases  are  classed  as  “Certified”;  all  other  deaths  are  regarded  as 
“ Uncertified.” 

[d)  Title  22  is  used  for  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  at  all  ages.  (It  may 

be  observed  however  that  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  are  con- 
sidered Infectious  Deaths  only  when  they  occur  under  the  age  of  2 years). 

The  classification  now  adopted  is  in  accordance  with  that  used  by  the 
Registrar  General,  and  certain  additional  causes  included  are  those 
which  in  recent  years  have  received  the  special  attention  of  Public 
Health  and  Medical  Authorities. 


* 


Table  IV.— Infant  Mortality  during  1927. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year,  and  comparison  of  such  deaths  during  the  last  ten  years. 
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NOTES  TO  TABEE  IV. 


BIRTHS  IN  COVENTRY  SINCE  1874 


The  black  line  represents  Coventry’s  Infantile  Mortality.  The  dotted  line  represents  the  Infantile  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales. 
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Infantile  Mortality. 

There  were  13 1 deaths  of  Infants  below  one  year  of  age, 
g-iving  a mortality  per  thousand  births  of  63.4.  The  average 
mortality  for  the  previous  ten  years  was  76.9. 

The  following  table  shows,  for  the  past  thirty-four  years,  the 
number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  per  thousand 
births  in  Coventry  compared  with  England  and  Wales  gener- 


ally : — 


Year. 

(1) 

England 
and  Wales. 

(2) 

Coventry. 

Death-rate. 

(3) 

*Neo-natal 

death-rate. 

(4) 

Difference. 

(5) 

1894 

137 

l57 

— 

— 

1895 

l6l 

x52 



— 

1896 

148 

149 

— 

— 

1897 

156 

i57 

— 

— 

1898 

l6l 

200 

— 

— 

^99 

163 

164 

— 

I 900 

154 

I3I 

— 

1901 

I51 

150 

— 

— 

1902 

133 

107 

— 

1 9°3 

132 

1 14 

— 

— 

1904 

146 

137 



— 

I9°5 

128 

104 

39‘9 

64*1 

1906 

133 

144 

40-1 

103-9 

1907 

I l8 

102 

5i*7 

50-3 

1 908 

I 2 I 

93 

36-1 

56'9 

1909 

I 09 

96 

40-3 

557 

1910 

106 

86 

40-7 

45*3 

191 1 

128 

109 

4I#9 

67-1 

1912 

95 

76 

36-0 

40-0 

I9I3 

109 

91-6 

40-6 

5DO 

1914 

104-8 

84-6 

36-5 

48-1 

1915 

T IO’O 

87-S 

38-4 

49'4 

191b 

91-0 

87-5 

37*4 

50’1 

igiy 

97‘° 

78*5 

36-8 

4*7 

1918 

97-0 

92'5 

37‘5 

55*0 

!9T9 

89-0 

82-8 

47-0 

35-8 

1920 

8o-o 

76-0 

36-6 

39‘4 

1921 

83-0 

79'3 

41-2 

38-1 

1922 

77’° 

70-4 

327 

377 

1923 

69*0 

64-9 

32-9 

32-0 

1924 

75’° 

79*4 

36-9 

42’5 

T925 

75'° 

77-1 

34'9 

42-2 

1926 

yo'o 

68-9 

38-7 

30-2 

1927 

6q-o 

6 3 '4 

37*3 

26-1 

v , % neo-natal  death  rate  is  meant  the  death  rate  among  infants  under  four 
1 . J s (T  a&e-  'these  infants  include  those  over  whom  the  activities  of  a Sanitary 
can  have  little  effect.  The  difference  between  that  rate  and  the 


nfant  7 muc  cncci.  ± ne  uciwccn  t n at  rate  aim  tnc 

ne  ,-~ni0rt:a^ty  rate  rePresents  the  rate  in  children  over  four  weeks  and  under 


year 
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Nett  Births  in  the  year 
Nett  Deaths  in  the  year 


Legitimate  ... 

1,988 

Illegitimate  ... 

77 

Legitimate  ... 

123 

Illegitimate  ... 

8 

The  infantile  mortality  of  the  107  great  towns  (including 
London)  was  71;  that  of  the  155  smaller  towns,  68;  and  that  ir 
England  and  Wales,  69. 


Cancer. 

From  the  following  tables  some  idea  will  be  gathered  of  the 
mortality  from  this  disease  in  the  City. 

Cancer — Deaths  at  Different  Ages  in  Past  10  Years 


and  in  1927. 


1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

I 

1925 

1926 

Decennial. 


Total.  Mean. 

1927 

0- 

— 1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

•3 

1 

—2 

1 

1 

•1 

2 

-5 

1 

# # 

1 

2 

•2 

5 

-10 

• • 

, # 

, , 

1 

, # 

1 

2 

•2 

10 

-15 

# • 

1 

1 

. . 

1 

3 

•3 

15 

-20 

1 

1 

• • 

2 

•2 

1 

20 

-25 

1 

1 

• • 

2 

1 

5 

•5 

1 

25- 

-35 

3 

4 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

21 

2-1 

5 

35- 

-45 

13 

8 

15 

7 

8 

14 

5 

9 

8 

6 

93 

9-3 

10 

45- 

—55 

30 

29 

30 

25 

41 

26 

26 

29 

35 

29 

300 

80-0 

26 

55 

-60 

6 

16 

16 

25 

19 

20 

14 

23 

31 

27 

197 

19-7 

20 

60 

-65 

7 

16 

17 

14 

26 

26 

26 

30 

18 

28 

208 

20-8 

24 

65- 

-75 

19 

27 

17 

33 

35 

31 

38 

41 

41 

35 

317 

31-7 

48 

75 

-85 

10 

12 

11 

15 

14 

13 

8 

12 

14 

15 

124 

12-4 

20 

85 

& over 

1 

2 

3 

1 

• • 

1 

8 

•8 

1 

90 

116 

108 

122 

146 

135 

123 

148 

153 

145 

1286 

128  6 

156 

Cancer. — Deaths  Analysed  according  to  parts  affected. 


1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

10  Years 

Average. 

Cancer  (total  number)... 

90 

116 

108 

122 

146 

135 

123 

148 

153 

145 

128-6 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity 
Cancer  of  the  Stomach, 

6 

5 

9 

13 

17 

10 

6 

14 

13 

11 

10-4 

Liver,  etc.  ... 

Cancer  of  Peritoneum, 

34 

38 

27 

39 

45 

48 

38 

40 

48 

42 

39-9 

Intestines,  Rectum 
Cancer  of  Female  Genital 

15 

26 

22 

24 

29 

25 

33 

29 

32 

37 

27-2 

Organs 

14 

16 

17 

17 

22 

15 

20 

19 

17 

21 

17-8 

Cancer  of  the  Breast  ... 

10 

10 

11 

9 

10 

16 

8 

16 

15 

11 

11-6 

Cancer  of  the  Skin 
Cancer  of  other  or  un- 

1 

1 

0 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1-4 

specided  organs  ... 

10 

20 

22 

18 

22 

20 

15 

28 

26 

22 

1 

20-3 

CHART  SHOWING  MORTALITY  FROM  CANCER 
PER  10,000  OF  THE  POPULATION  OF  THE  CITY 

FROM  1900. 


c 
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Occupations  of  Persons  Dying  from  Cancer  in  1927. 


l43)  Cancer  of  the  Buccal  Cavity. 


Males. 

Females. 

ahourers . . 
dcklayer . . 
itter 
nner 

^lisher  . . 

'atch  Worker  . 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

(44)  Cancer  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  &c. 

itters 

i 

Housewives 

7 

ibourers . . 

4 

Widows  . . 

3 

iners 

3 

Boarding  House 

nsmiths 

3 

Keeper 

1 

atch  Workers  . 

3 

Spinster  . . 

1 

irdeners 

2 

acksmith 

1 

irter 

1 

■ cle  Finisher 

1 

corkeeper 

1 

'eengrocer 

1 

ft  Attendant 

1 

'inter 

1 

atchman 

1 

27 

12 

(45)  Cancer  of  the  Peritoneum, 

Intestines,  &c. 

tourers  . . 
astio  Weavers 
irners 

atch  Workers 
older 
itcher 
aziar 

c'9  Finisher 
aper 

eengrocer 
prance  Agent 
mer 

:2dv‘;‘uall« 

star 

er 


4 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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Widows  . . 
Housewives 
Shop  Assistant 


(46)  Cancer  of  the 
Female  Genital 
Organs. 


(47) 


Cancer  of 
Breast. 


the 


Housewives 
Widows  . . 
Domestic  Servant 
Housekeeper 
Insurance  Agent 
Silk  Weaver 


5 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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Housewives  . . 7 

Widows  . . . . 5 

Maternity  Nurse  1 

Spinster  . . 1 


14 


(49)  Cancer  of  Other  or 
Organs. 

of  Unspecified 

Males. 

Females. 

15 


Fitters 
Labourers 
Turners  . 
Insurance  Agents 
Painters  . . 

Silk  Dyers 
Assembler 
Borer 

Butcher  . . 
Chemist  . . 

Coal  Merchant 
Fruit  Salesman 
Hardener . . 


Licensed  Victualler  1 


Musician  . . 
Polisher  . . 
Porter 
Postman  . . 
Watch  Worker 
Warehouseman 
Wheel  Trimmer 


6 

4 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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Housewives 
Widows 


9 

1 


10 
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Diabetes. 

The  publicity  which  has  attended  the  introduction  of  Insulin 
for  the  treatment  of  this  disease  may  make  the  following-  table  of 
some  interest : — 


Deaths  from  Diabetes. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

1920 

8 

3 

5 

1921 

14 

4 

10 

1922 

14 

10 

4 

1923 

10 

5 

6 

1924 

15 

6 

9 

1925 

14 

6 

8 

1926 

13 

4 

9 

1927 

9 

3 

6 

97 

41 

56 

Inquests. 

One  hundred  and  fourteen  inquests  appear  to>  have  been  held 
during-  the  year,  including  19  enquiries  into  the  deaths  of  non- 
residents. In  40  instances  the  death  was  attributable  to'  disease. 
In  the  others  the  originating  causes,  as  indicated  by  the  verdicts, 
were  as  follows  : — Suicide,  14  (gas  poisoning,  5 ; cutting  throat,  3; 
hanging,  2 ; taking  poison,  2 ; drowning,  1 ; throwing  in  front  of 
train,  1);  motor  or  cycle  accident,  21;  accidental  fall,  10;  acci- 
dental drowning,  3;  accidental  asphyxia,  1 ; burns,  1 ; horse  kick, 
1 ; machinery  accident,  1 ; murder,  1 ; railway  accident,  1 ; 
scalding,  1. 

Uncertified  Deaths. 

There  were  5 uncertified  deaths  during  the  year,  or  0.35  per 
cent,  of  the  total  number.  Deaths  are  recorded  as  uncertified 
when  no  medical  certificate  is  forthcoming  concerning  the  cause 
of  death,  and  when  no  inquest  has  been  held. 

Percentages  of  Total 
Deaths  Uncertified. 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  i.o 

107  Great  Towns  (including  London)  ...  0.6 

155  Smaller  Towns  ...  ...  i-2 

London 


0.0 
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Poor  Law  Relief. 

Mr.  Evans,  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians,  has  kindly  supplied 
me  with  the  following  fig-ures  relating-  to  this  subject : — 

jQ 

Actual  expenditure  in  out-door  relief  in  1927  ...  19,595 

Average  yearly  expenditure  in  out-door  relief  in 

previous  five  years  ...  ...  ...  43,791 

Decrease  on  the  average  expenditure  in  out-door 

relief  ...  ...  ...  ...  24,196 

Number  of  inmates  of  London  Road  Institution  at 

end  of  year  1927  ...  ...  ...  577 

Average  number  of  inmates  for  previous  five  years  508 

Number  of  persons  who  received  out-door  relief  in 

1927  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,015 

Average  number  of  persons  who  received  out-door 

relief  in  previous  five  years  ...  ...  7,204 

The  cost  of  out-door  relief  has  fallen  by  ,£3,506  in  the  past 
twelve  months,  although  it  is  still  equal  to>  about  an  eightpence 
halfpenny  rate.  The  number  of  people  receiving  such  relief  also 
shews  a reduction  during  the  year  of  162. 


Medical  Relief. 

During  the  twelve  months  ended  December  31st,  1927,  the 
number  of  in-patients  treated  at  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire 
Hospital  was  4,615,  with  a daily  average  number  of  256. 

The  total  number  of  cases  dealt  with  by  the  Coventry 
District  Nursing  Association  during  the  year  was  636.  A small 
part  of  the  City  is  provided  with  nurses  by  the  Foleshill  Nursing 
Association. 

Pauper  Sickness. 

Returns  are  received  from  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians  each 
fortnight  concerning  the  new  cases  of  pauper  sickness.  In  all, 
483  such  cases  have  been  returned ; and  of  these,  67  occurred  in 
the  Coventry  Rural  District.  These  returns  afford  an  indication 
of  the  amount  and  locality  of  illness  among  the  poorest. 
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II.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

WATER. 

Information)  concerning  the  sources  of  the  public  water 
supply  was  fully  siet  out  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1925  ( q.v .). 

During  the  year  progress  has  been  made  with  experimental 
bore  holes  recommended  by  the  consulting  geologist  and  engi- 
neers in  connection  with  possible  new  sources  of  supply. 

Your  Water  Manager  kindly  informs  me  that,  during  the 
twelve  months,  1,481,303,000  gallons  of  water  have  been  supplied 
from  the  public  sources;  of  this,  360,697,082  gallons  were  sup- 
plied from  Spon  End,  and  578,400,000  gallons  from  Shustoke, 
whilst  311,249,340  gallons  have  been  supplied  from  Whitley, 
these  being  the  main  sources  of  supply. 

Of  the  total  amount  it  is  estimated  that  1 , 125,303,000  gallons 
were  used  in  the  City;  a daily  average  of  3,083,020  gallons,  or 
22.18  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

He  also  informs  me  that  within  the  City  329  new  services 
have  been  laid  on  to  build  and  supply  1,127  houses  and  33  other 
buildings;  guarantees  have  been  received  for  1,160  houses  and  86 
various  completed  buildings,  in  which  are  included  1,393  water- 
closets  and  1,208  new  baths. 

During  the  year,  60  samples  of  water  for  chemical  analysis 
and  bacteriological  examination  were  obtained  from  the  various 
sources  of  the  public  supply.  The  results  of  the  chemical  analyses 
are  given  in  the  following  tables  : — 
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Results  of  Analyses  expressed  in  parts  per  100,000. 


SHUSTOKE. 


: 

i 

Free  and  i 
Saline  1 

Ammonia. 

Organic 
Ammonia.  | 

Chlorine  in  ; 
Chlorides. 

Nitrogen 

in 

Nitrates 

and 

Nitrites. 

Oxygen 

absorbed 

in 

Four 
Hours  at 
8o°  F. 

Total  Solid 
Matter. 

Hardness. 

Remarks. 

Tem- 

porary. 

Perma- 

nent. 

Total. 

r 

i 

0 0032  :0-0068 

2-4 

013 

0-070 

34-6 

8-5 

12-5 

21-0 

Satisfactory 

R > 

0 0032 |0-0 104 

2-4 

o-io 

0-084 

33-4 

7-5 

14-0 

21-5 

Do. 

0 0024  0-0084 

2-4 

0-08 

0-08G 

35-0 

8-5 

14-5 

23-0 

Do. 

0-0020 

0-0070 

2-2 

0-08 

0-053 

32-0 

11-0 

11-5 

22-5 

Do. 

t'i 

0-0020 

0-0062 

2-0 

0-07 

0 057 

32-4 

7-5 

12-0 

19-5 

Do. 

i ! 

0-0028 

0-0044 

2-1 

006 

0 038 

320 

8-0 

12-5 

20-5 

Do. 

• > 

0-0032 

0-0060 

2-4 

0 06 

0-039 

29-2 

8-0 

12  0 

20-0 

Do. 

B > 

0-0008 

0-0048 

2 4 

0 03 

0 046 

29-4 

8-0 

10-0 

18-0 

Do. 

C > 

0-0012 

0 0066 

2-3 

0 03 

0 057 

32-6 

90 

110 

200 

Do. 

t 

0-0032 

0-0098 

2-3 

007 

0 051 

310 

8-5 

10-5 

190 

Do. 

o t 

0-0040  0-0116 

2-2 

0-048 

0 067 

30-4 

90 

11-5 

20-5 

Satisfactory  (organic  amn 

e : 

10  0032  0-0096 

1 

2*3 

0-07 

0-077 

34-2 

100 

12-5 

22-5 

Do.  rather 

“NORTH  WARWICKSHIRE”  WATER  SUPPLY. 


fl  vvater  is  also  used  for  a large  area  outside  the  City  within  the  Corporatio 

area  of  supply). 


1 

at  ; 

0 0016  0 0036 

2-2 

004 

0-004 

41-8 

150 

17*6 

32-5 

Satisfactory 

el  1 

...  9 0025 

1-9 

006 

0 004 

41-8 

14-5 

180 

32-5 

Do. 

la  ; 

0 00-20  0 0020 

1-9 

• • • 

0-004 

38-8 

16-5 

16-5 

33-0 

Do. 

P> 

0-0010  0-0014 

2-0 

007 

0-004 

42-0 

15-5 

17-5 

330 

Do. 

la  | 

0-0008  0-0034 

2-2 

0 004 

42  2 

13-5 

18-0 

31-5 

Do. 

Ill  ! 

0 0012  0 0018 

2-1 

0 004 

420 

14-0 

16-5 

30-5 

Do. 

al  s 

00016  10  0036 

21 

... 

0-004 

42-2 

16-0 

16-0 

320 

Do. 

U|  l 

0-0008  0-0020 

2-0 

0-04 

0 004 

42  4 

13  5 

19-0 

32-5 

Do. 

ct , 

0 0008  0-002  8 

1-9 

0-02 

0 007 

430 

14-5 

180 

32-5 

Do. 

.< 1 

01 

)et 

0-0032  0 0076 

2-1 

008 

0-004 

40-2 

14-5 

16  5 

31-0 

Do. 

0-0032  0-0068 

20 

004 

0-011 

42-2 

14-5 

175 

320 

Do. 

0-0032  0-0016 

> 

20 

0 007 

36-8 

130 

18-0 

310 

Do. 

DOEBANK  WELL,  SPON  END. 


Re 
Sa 

U 

S °'°°40  0 0076 
\la,  5'0024  0-0025 
ipr  0'0024  0 0014 
\ra,  0-0012  0-0026 

hn  ?'0016  0-0026 
hi-  ® 0020  0-0048 
he  £ 0024  0 0040 
Oct  J 0016  0-0040 
„ 5 0020  0-0060 
0 0016  0-0076 
f)ec  jO'0016  0-0072 
0_^024  0-0072 


Chlorine  in 
Chlorides. 

Nitrogen 

in 

Nitrates 

and 

Nitrites. 

Oxygen 

absorbed 

in 

Four 
Hours  at: 
8o°  F. 

2-3 

0-12 

0 008 

2-2 

012 

0 004 

2-2 

0-04 

0-008 

2-3 

016 

0-011 

2-1 

0-18 

9-008 

2-3 

0-04 

0 004 

2-3 

008 

0 004 

21 

0 06 

0 004 

2-2 

006 

0 007 

2-3 

0 15 

0 008 

2-1 

0-10 

0-019 

2-2 

016 

0-034 

Total  Solid 
Matter. 

Hardness. 

Tem- 

porary. 

Perma- 

nent. 

Total 

50-2 

140 

17-5 

31-5 

51-2 

12-5 

180 

30-5 

470 

13-0 

180 

310 

48-6 

13-5 

17-5 

310 

46-2 

13-5 

160 

29-5 

490 

13-5 

170 

30-6 

510 

14-5 

16  0 

30-5 

53  2 

13-0 

17-5 

30-5 

50-6 

130 

18-0 

310 

470 

130 

16-5 

29-5 

45-0 

15-0 

16-5 

31-5 

46-2 

12-5 

180 

30-6 

Remarks. 


Satisfactory 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
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TANK,  SPON  END. 


Date 

of 

Receipt 

of 

Sample. 

C -2 

Sic 
.E  o 

Organic 

Ammonia 

fl  U) 

O) 

1)  T3 

.5  u 

Nitrogen 

in 

Oxygen 

absorbed 

in 

T3 

O 

c 

Hardness. 

<D  CtJ  g 
£“! 

O 

o — 
§8 

Nitrates 

and 

Nitrites. 

Four 
Hours  at 
8o«  F. 

73  « 

o 2 

h 

Tem- 

porary. 

Perma- 

nent. 

Total. 

Remarks. 

1927. 
Jan.  25 

0-0040 

0-0068 

2-2 

0-10 

0 004 

46-6 

13*5 

16-5 

30  0 

Satisfactory 

Feb.  25 

0 0036 

0-0028 

2-1 

0-12 

0008 

47-4 

14-6 

14-5 

29-0 

Do. 

Mar.  26 

0-0020 

0 0030 

2-2 

0-07 

0008 

45-8 

11-0 

18-0 

29  0 

Do. 

April  11 

0-0012 

0-0028 

2-2 

016 

0011 

470 

12-5 

18-0 

30  5 

Do. 

May  23 

0-0012 

0 0022 

2-1 

018 

0004 

44-0 

14-0 

16  0 

30  0 

Do. 

June  28 

0-0008 

0 0024 

2-2 

• • • 

0-004 

45-6 

14-0 

16-5 

30-5 

Do. 

July  28 

0-0028 

0-0056 

2-2 

006 

0-004 

46-4 

14-5 

16-0 

30-5 

Do. 

Aug.  30 

0-0016 

0 0030 

1-9 

006 

0 004 

52-2 

12*5 

175 

30  0 

Do. 

Oct.  6 

0-0008 

0-0028 

1*7 

0-06 

0011 

50-2 

13-5 

17-5 

310 

Do. 

„ 29 

0-0008 

0-0092 

2-2 

0-14 

0-004 

46  2 

140 

16  5 

30-5 

Do. 

Nov.  14 

0 0016 

0-0068 

2-0 

012 

0-015 

40  4 

14-0 

170 

31  0 

Do. 

Dec.  14 

0-0016 

0-0060 

1-9 

0 17 

0-007 

458 

12-5 

18-5 

31-0 

Do. 

WHITLEY. 


1927. 
Jan.  25 

0 0016 

0-0052 

41 

0 26 

0-004 

70-4 

21-0 

23-5 

44-5 

Satisfactory 

Feb.  25 

0 0052 

0 0060 

4 0 

0-30 

0-004 

70-2 

21-5 

230 

44-5 

Do.  " 

Mar.  26 

0-0012 

0-0026 

4-1 

0-52 

0 004 

69-4 

20-5 

24-0 

44-5 

Do. 

April  11 

o-ooio 

0 0026 

41 

0-25 

0 004 

74-4 

21G 

23  5 

44-5 

Do. 

May  23 

0 0020 

0-0038 

4-2 

0-25 

0-004 

70 -.8 

19-5 

24-5 

44-0 

Do. 

June  28 

0 0016 

0-0028 

4-1 

018 

0-004 

70-6 

20-0 

23-5 

43-5 

Do. 

July  28 

0 0020 

0 0062 

4-1 

0 28 

0 004 

70-2 

22-0 

20-5 

42-5 

Do. 

Aug.  30 

0-0008 

0 0028 

4-1 

0-24 

0 007 

734 

19-0 

24-0 

430 

Do. 

Oct.  6 

0-0008 

0 0042 

4-1 

0-24 

0 007 

72-2 

21-5 

23-5 

45-0 

Do. 

„ 29 

0-0008 

0 0060 

4-3 

0-34 

0-004 

73-4 

200 

210 

44-0 

Do. 

Nov.  14 

0 0040 

0 0032 

4-1 

0-26 

0-011 

69-4 

18-5 

23-5 

420 

Do. 

Dec.  14 

0-0016 

0-0032 

4-1 

0-64 

0-011 

69-8 

20-5 

23-0 

43-5 

Do. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  small  stream  known  as  the  River  Sherbourne  is  polluted. 

It  could  scarcely  be  otherwise,  when  in  bye-gone  days  it  probably 
fulfilled  the  function  of  the  main  sewer  for  the  City.  Surface 
drainage  is  the  only  form  of  drainage  which  is  knowingly  allowed 
to  enter  it  now  during  its  course  through  the  City. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  City  Engineer,  the  course  of  this  : 
stream  through  the  City  is  periodically  cleaned;  and  schemes  for 
the  prevention  of  flooding  in.  the  low-lying  portions  of  the  City  I 
have  been  prepared  which  include  certain  improvements  in  the  l 
course  of  the  stream. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  City  Engineer  (Mr.  E.  H.  Ford)  has  kindly  supplied  me 
with  the  following  remarks  on  this  matter  : — 

The  arrangements  set  out  in  this  section  last  year  are  still 

O J 

in  operation,  but  progress  has  been  made  with  the  scheme  for 


DIACRAM  SHOVYINC  THE  DECLINE 
EFFECTED  IN  THE  NUMBER  OF 
PRIVIES  IN  THE  CITY 
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DIAGRAM  SHOWINC  THE  DECU 
EFFECTED  IN  THE  NUMBER  Of 
ASHPITS  IN  THE  CITY 
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storm-water  relief  sewers,  and  the  further  Sewage  Works  on  a 
site  in  the  Sowe  Valley. 

CLOSET  ACCO  M M OD  ATI  ON . 

The  total  number  of  water  closets  in  houses,  institutions, 
schools,  factories  and  workshops  in  the  City  is  37, 1 76.  'I  here 
are  seven  privy  middens  and  sixteen  pail  closets  in  premises  which 
are  some  considerable  distance  from  the  public  sewers.  During 
the  past  ten  years  the  number  of  privies  and  pail  closets  converted 
into  water  closets  has  been,  1 1 . 


SCAVENGING. 

The  use  of  removable  galvanized  iron  dustbins  is  practically 
general  for  the  home  storage  of  refuse  at  the  32,411  houses  in  the 
Citv.  Approximately  31,308  of  these  are  in  use  at  the  present 
time,  and  there  remain  but  37  fixed  ashpits.  In  the  past  twenty 
years  467  ashpits  have  been  replaced  by  removable  dustbins. 

During  the  year  ended  December  31st  last,  27,629  tons  of 
refuse  were  consumed  at  the  Refuse  Destructor. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OE  DISTRICT. 


That  portion  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  con- 
nected with  nuisances  in  and  around  dwellings  can  best  be  set  out 
in  tabular  form.  The  figures  in  relation  to  these  matters  for  the 
year  are  as  follows  : — 


Drainage  and  Pavement. 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  from  obstruction 
Drains  provided  with  efficient  traps 
New  Drains,  inspection  and  intercepting 
chambers  provided 
Drains  relaid  ... 

Sink  drains  disconnected  from  sewer 
Soil  pipes  and  ventilating  shafts  provided 
or  improved 

Rain-water  pipes  disconnected  from  the 
sewer 

Courts  and  back  yards  paved  and  repaired 

Dwellings. 

Floors  of  dwellings  relaid  or  repaired 
Dilapidated  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  ... 
Damp  walls — damp  courses  inserted 
Roofs  repaired  and  made  weatherproof  ... 
Dangerous  stairs  repaired 


1926. 

1927. 

317 

313 

24 

J3 

10 

30 

33 

32 

1 

12 

8 

5 

3 

39 

39 

74 

100 

21 1 

298 

3 

23 

238 

264 

x4 

20 

r 


Dwellings — continued. 

Additional  windows  provided  and  others 
repaired  and  made  to  open 
Defective  spouts  repaired 
Pantry  ventilation  improved 
Houses  provided  with  food  stores 
New  sinks  provided 

New  waste  pipes  provided  and  others  repaired 
Foul  cellars  cleansed  and  defects  in  drains 
remedied  .. 

Houses  limewashed  and  cleansed 
Houses  cleansed  after  infectious  disease  ... 
Cases  of  overcrowding  remedied 

Water  Closets  and  Urinals. 

Additional  water  closets  provided 
Water  closets  reconstructed 
Water  closets  repaired  and  limewashed  ... 
Water  closets  provided  with  new  basins 
and  traps 

Water  Closets  and  Urinals. 

Water  closet  pans  replaced  with  pedestals 
Defective  joints  in  flush  pipes  repaired  ... 
Foul  W.C.  basins  and  traps  cleansed 
Defective  W.C.  cisterns  repaired 
New  flushing  cisterns  provided 
Urinals  cleansed  and  reconstructed 
Urinals  abolished 

Privies,  Ashpits  and  Dustbins. 

Offensive  privies  and  pail  closets  con- 
verted into  W.C.’s 

Offensive  privies  and  pail  closets  abolished 
New  W.C.’s  erected  in  place  of  above  ... 
Offensive  ashpits  abolished 
Sanitary  dustbins  provided  in  place  of 
above  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Other  houses  provided  with  sanitary 
dustbins  ... 

Various. 

Smoke  nuisances  dealt  with 
Nuisances  from  animals  kept,  abated 
Offensive  accumulations  removed 
Courts  and  back  yards  cleansed  by 
tenants 

Gipsy  tents  and  caravans  removed 
Water  supply — additional  taps  provided... 
Miscellaneous... 


1926. 

I927* 

89 

1 1 7 

128 

168 

2 

3 

2 

2 

*7 

H 

20 

U 

9 

22 

168 

227 

88 

1 17 

5 

10 

9 

29 

1 1 

55 

114 

112 

102 

80 

29 

38 

67 

43 

47 

50 

1 16 

84 

33 

97 

1 1 

12 

7 

!3 

2 

1 1 

1 

49 

5 

581 

676 

27 

46 

34 

39 

81 

i55 

31 

55 

T4 

24 

39 

24 

285 

391 

Totals  3,206  3,872 
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So  far  as  the  work  is  capable  of  tabulation,  the  number  of 
visits  and  other  work  involved  is  shown  in  the  following-  table  : — 


Number  of  visits  to  premises  ... 

Number  of  informal  notices  issued  respecting 
nuisances 

Number  of  letters  issued 

Number  of  cleansing  notices  (statutoiy)  issued 
Number  of  statutory  notices  issued  respecting 
nuisances 

Number  of  nuisances  remaining  unabated 
Number  of  summonses  issued  for  non-com- 
pliance with  notice  to  abate  nuisance 
Number  of  registered  premises  under  super- 
vision (not  including  workshops) 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  registered  premises 
Number  of  visits  re  Infectious  Diseases 


1926. 

1927. 

23,887 

25.871 

1,909 

2,02 1 

2,609 

3>OI3 

131 

225 

86 

2 1 

28 

H 

0 

1 

458 

473 

2»749 

3.503 

1.835 

1,684 

Dealt  with  as  “nuisances”  are  cases  of  Overcrowding ; 
owing-  to*  the  scarcity  of  houses,  only  serious  cases  could  be  dealt 
with  : particulars  of  some  of  these  were  as  follows  : — 

(1)  The  house  contained  one  living:  room  and  one  bedroom.  The 
bedroom,  containing  1,200  cubic  feet,  was  occupied  by  a man, 
wife  and  seven  daughters,  aged  18,  16,  13,  10,  6,  5 and  4 years 
respectively. 

(2)  The  house  contained  one  living  room  and  one  bedroom.  The 

bedroom,  containing  1,350  cubic  feet,  was  occupied  by  a man, 

wife,  eight  sons,  aged  18,  15,  14,  12,  10,  8,  3 and  1 year  respec- 
tively, and  a daughter  aged  5 years. 

(3)  The  house  contained  one  living  room  and  one  bedroom.  The 

bedroom,  containing  1,386  cubic  feet,  was  occupied  by  a man, 

wife,  five  sons,  aged  20,  17,  10,  7 and  2 years  respectively,  and 
a daughter  aged  4 years. 

(4)  The  house  contained  two  bedrooms,  two  living  rooms  and  a 
scullery.  One  bedroom,  containing  1,300  cubic  feet,  was  occu- 
pied by  three  sons,  aged  18,  13  and  10  years  respectively.  The 
other  bedroom,  containing  1,500  cubic  feet,  was  occupied  by  six 
daughters,  aged  27,  25,  23,  21,  18  and  16  years  respectively.  The 
front  living  room,  containing  1,120  cubic  feet,  was  occupied  as 
a bedroom  by  a man,  wife  and  baby  aged  4 months.  The  scul- 
lery, containing  340  cubic  feet,  was  occupied  as  a combined 
living  and  sleeping  room  by  a man,  wife,  two  daughters,  aged 
7 and  1 year  respectively,  and  a son  aged  3 years. 

( 5 ) The  house  contained  one  living  room  and  one  bedroom.  The 
bedroom,  containing  770  cubic  feet,  was  occupied  by  a man, 
wife,  one  son,  aged  23  years,  and  two  daughters,  aged  18  and 
14  years  respectively. 

(6)  The  house  contained  one  living  room  and  two  bedrooms.  One 
bedroom,  containing  643  cubic  feet,  was  occupied  by  the  father 
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and  two  sons,  aged  14  and  9 years  respectively.  The  other  bed 
room,  containing:  771  cubic  feet,  was  occupied  by  the  mother  anc 
five  daughters,  aged  15,  11,  6,  4 and  2 years  respectively. 

(7)  The  house  contained  one  living  room  and  two  bedrooms.  One 
bedroom,  containing  523  cubic  feet,  was  occupied  by  five  sons 
aged  24,  22,  19,  17  and  11  years  respectively.  The  other  bed 
room,  containing  679  cubic  feet,  was  occupied  by  a man  and  wife 

Canal  Boats. 

Inspector  Martin,  the  Inspector  under  the  Canal  Boats  Acts, 
furnishes  the  following-  information!,  which  shows  the  steps  taker 
by  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  give  effect  to  the  Acts  and  Regula- 
tions affecting  Canal  Boats  : — 

Total  number  of  Boats  registered  to  31st  December,  1927  51 1 

Boats  added  to  register  in  1927 

Registrations  cancelled  ...  ...  ...  ...  202 

Actual  number  of  Boats  on  register  on  31st  December,  1927  30c 

Number  of  Boats  inspected  in  1927  ...  ...  ...  275 

Number  of  Boats  conforming  to  the  Acts  and  Regulations...  226 
Number  of  Boats  infringing  the  Acts  and  Regulations 
Total  number  for  which  the  Cabins  were  registered 
Total  number  occupying  the  Cabins 

Details  of  Occupations  : — 

Male  Adults 
Female  Adults 
Children  of  School  Age 
Children  under  School  Age 

Cases  Details  respecting  infringements. 

1 Registration! 

10  Absence  of  Certificate 
1 Certificate  not  Identifying  Owner  with  Boat... 

6 Marking 

12  Overcrowding 

1 Females  over  12  improperly  Occupying 

1 Cleanliness 

3 Painting 

15  Ventilation 

12  Dilapidation 

62  Total  cases  met  with.  Total  cases  remedied 


...  49 

...  1248 

•••  775 

...  281- 

. . . 209 

127 
...  i58 

No.  of  Cases 
remedied. 

I 

10  I! 

1 

4 

12 

1 

1 

3 

15 

12 

60 
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References  to  other  Departments. 

These  included  188  references  to  the  City  Engineer,  65  to 
the  Waterworks  Engineer,  1,841  to  the  Head  Teachers  of  the 
Schools  with  duplicates  to  the  Education  Department,  1,491  to 
parents,  and  376  to  the  City  Librarian. 

The  character  of  the  references  to  the  City  Engineer  is  set 


out  in  the  following  table  : — 

Dangerous  buildings  ...  ...  ...  13 

Unauthorised  buildings  ...  ...  ...  2 

Foul  gullies  and  complaints  relating  to  sewers  ...  67 

Refuse  removal  ...  ...  ...  ...  99 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


The  references  to  the  Waterworks  Engineer  dealt  with  such 
matters  as  waste  of  water  from  taps  and  cisterns ; those  to  Head 
Teachers,  Parents  and  Education  Department  related  to  Infec- 
tious Diseases  among  school  children  and  exclusions  from  school, 
and  those  to  the  City  Librarian  concerned  infected  homes  and 
library  books. 


Magisterial  Proceedings  in  1927. 


No.  of 
Case. 

Complaint. 

Remit. 

Total 

Costs. 

1 

Selling  adulterated  milk 

Fined  £10  & costs 

£ s.  d. 
10  13  0 

2 

Do.  do. 

Fined  £10  & costs 

10  13  0 

3 

Do.  do. 

Case  dismissed  on 

5 0 

4 

Do.  do. 

payment  of  costs 

Fined  £10  and 

10  13  0 

5 

Do.  do. 

analyst’s  fees 

Fined  £10  and 

10  13  0 

6 

Non-compliance  with  notice  to  abate 

analyst’s  fees 

Order  made  for 

S 0 

a nuisance  arising  from  the  dirty 
condition  of  a dwelling  house 

notice  to  be  com- 
plied with  within 
7 days,  and  for 
payment  of  costs 

Summary  of  Inspectors’  Work 
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PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY 
BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Number  on  Register,  December,  1927  ...  ...  4 

Number  added  to  the  Register  during  the  year  1927  3 

These  houses  are  registered  to  accommodate  86,  19,  23  and 
25  male  lodgers  respectively. 

Number  of  visits  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  45 

No  serious  contraventions  were  observed  during  the  year. 
The  three  houses  added  to  the  Register  during  the  year  had 
been  on  the  Houses-let-im-Lodgings  Register  for  many  years,  but 
as  they  were  being-  conducted  essentially  as  Common  Lodging 
Houses,  the  proprietors  deemed  it  advisable  to  get  them  registered 
as  such. 


Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

Number 

on  Register,  December,  1926  ... 

47 

y y 

added  to>  the  Register 

6 

y y 

discontinued 

3 

y y 

transferred  to  Common  Lodging  House 

Register 

n 

3 

y y 

on  Register,  December,  1927  ... 

47 

y y 

of  visits  during  the  year 

268 

y y 

of  contraventions  observed 

00 

The  contraventions  observed  related  to1 : — Dirty  condition  0 
rooms  and  yard  surfaces;  foul,  defective,  or  insufficient  watei 
closets;  overcrowding;  ventilation;  and  limewashing. 

1 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

The  following  tables  are  inserted  in  compliance  with  Section 
132  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901  : — 
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i. — Inspection. 

Including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

’actories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries). 

39 

4 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries). 

134 

6 

• • 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  outworkers  premises  included 
in  Part  3 of  this  Report). 

217 

0 

Total  . . 

390 

10 

2. — Defects  Found. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 

of 

Proseou- 

Inspector 

tions. 

isances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — * 

Want  of  cleanliness 

33 

29 

• • 

Want  of  ventilation 

• • 

• • 

• • 

verorowding  . . 

• • 

ant  of  drainage  of  floors 

• • 

* 

• • 

flier  nuisances 

16 

13 

(insufficient 

1 

1 

modation  j unsuitable  or  defective.. 

2 

1 

( not  separate  for  sexes  . . 

3 

3 

' ms  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act : — 

1 28al  occupation  of  underground  bake- 
house (s.  101) 

> sach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for 
>:  bakehouses  (ss.  97  to  100) 

• • 

P her  offences  . . 

r Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork 
which  are  included  in  Part  3 of  this 
Report). 

• * 

• • 

• • 

• • 

Total 

55 

47 

UDcj  uiincr  ^ose  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  igoi,  as  remediable 

• ^bhc  Health  Acts. 
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Outworkers. 

3. — Home  Work. 

Lists  have  been  received  from  13  employers  with  respect  to 
65  outworkers.  Of  these,  20  were  employed  in  the  making-  of 
wearing-  apparel,  and  45  in  the  making  of  textile  fabrics'.  Fifty- 
five  outworkers  resided  in  the  City,  and  10  outside;  these  cases 
were  reported  to  the  Authority  concerned. 
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4- — Registered  Workshops. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

( Bakers 

47 

ft 

Sugar  Boilers 

2 

A 

Watch  Makers 

22 

03 

Dressmakers  . . 

36 

0 

Tailors 

60 

. ® 

Boot  Makers  and  Repairers 

20 

a a; 

Milliners 

31 

O rrt 

Joiners  and  Carpenters  . . 

5 

2 4) 

Cabinet  Makers 

11 

a 

• ^ 

Cycle  Repair  Shops 

5 

Ironmongers  and  Smiths 

5 

O H 

a ^ 

Plumbers  and  Painters  . . 

4 

Gas  Fitters  and  Bellhangers 

1 

0 © 

Pattern  Makers  and  Brassfounders  . . 

2 

Saddlers 

3 

5 03 
j ® 

Tinworkers  . . 

8 

a co 

3 S3 

Picture  Framers 

2 

8 0 

-» -d 

Laundries 

— 

H 0 

JJD 

Box  and  Bag  Makers 

2 

3 c8 

1 JD 

Printers  and  Bookbinders 

1 

3 

Card  Stampers 

— 

4 

) 

Engravers,  etc. 

— 

14 

1 

Marine  Store  Dealers 

2 

) 

< 

Coach  Builders  and  Wheelwrights  . . 

7 

.Various 

104 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 

375 

5. — Other  Matters. 


Class. 

Number. 

Hers  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Aot 
(s-  133),  1901 .. 

0 

taken  in  matters  referred  by  Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 
FPM.  Inspector  as  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but 

not  under  the  Factory  and  Work- 1 Reports  (of  action  taken) 
suop  Act  (s.  5),  1901  ..  . J sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  . . 

)ther 

13 

13 

0 

erground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  : — 

'ertificates  granted  during  the  year 

0 

„ n Use  at  the  end  of  the  year 

0 
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Offensive  Trades. 


Number 

of  fish  fryers  on 

register 

... 

108 

y > 

,,  tripe  boilers  on  register 

... 

12 

> > 

,,  hide  and  skin 

dealers  on 

register 

3 

,,  rag  and  bone 

dealers  on 

register 

3 

y y 

,,  visits 

. . . 

... 

00 

00 

Fourteen 

contraventions  were  observed  relating 

to  absence 

of  suitable  receptacles  for  refuse,  accumulations  of  refuse,  and 
cleansing-  of  floors  and  walls. 

Seven  applications  were  received  from  persons  desirous  of 
establishing-  the  trade  of  fish  fryer,  and  of  these,  two  were  granted, 
and  five  refused. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Complaints  were  received  during  the  year  concerning  exces- 
sive smoke  emitted  from  nine  factory  chimneys.  Five  hundred 
and  eighteen  observations  have  been  made  of  chimneys  connected 
with  factories  in  the  City.  In  many  instances  an  improvement 
has  been  effected  by  interviewing  works  engineers  and  stokers, 
who  have  courteously  received  Inspectors,  and  have  willingly 
adopted  any  suggestions  made  by  them  with  a view  to  the  pre- 
vention of  excessive  smoke.  In  forty-six  cases,  a letter  of  caution 
or  a notice  was  served. 

With  a view  to'  obtaining  the  co-operation  of  manufacturers 
and  stokers  in  this  matter  a card  of  “ Instructions  to  Boiler  Atten- 
dants ” has  been  supplied  in  several  instances  by  the  Public 
Health  Department. 

A conference  of  the  Local  Authorities  in  the  Midlands  was 
arranged  to  be  held  at  Birmingham  in  April  to  consider  various 
steps  that  might  be  taken  in  the  matter  of  smoke  abatement.  An 
invitation  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  was  addressed  to  this 
authority,  and  the  Public  Health  Committee  appointed  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  to  attend. 

On  the  ist  July  the  Public  Health  (Smoke  Abatement)  Act 
of  1926  came  into  force.  The  following  report  which  I presented 
to  the  Public  Health  Committee  in  June  may  be  of  interest:— 

“ Public  Health  (Smoke  Abatement)  Act,  19-^- 
The  circular  letter  relating  to  the  above  Act  issued  b>  >v 

the  Ministry  of  Health  has  been  circulated  to  your  Committee.  A 

This  Act  comes  into  operation  on  the  ist  July. 
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The  principal  provisions  of  the  Act  are  that  power  is  given 
to  the  Local  Authority  to>  take  proceedings  in  respect  of  a 
nuisance  arising  from  smoke  from  a factory  chimney,  which 
is  not  black.  ‘ Smoke  includes  soot,  ash,  grit,  and  grit  par- 
ticles,’ and  a Local  Authority  is  given  power  to  make  bye- 
laws prescribing  standards  as  to  the  emission  of  smoke  and 
as  to  the  provision  of  cooking  and  heating  arrangements  in 
buildings  other  than  private  dwelling  houses. 

Your  Committee  may  remember  that  during  the  passage 
of  this  Act  through  Parliament  pressure  was  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  Ministry  to  get  them  to  give  power  to  Local  Authori- 
ties to  frame  regulations  regarding  the  cooking  and  heating 
arrangements  to  be  utilised  in  new  houses;  the  reason  being, 
of  course,  that  a very  large  proportion  of  the  smoke  in  our 
atmosphere  comes  from  domestic  chimneys.  This,  however, 
was  not  done. 

The  Ministry,  in  their  circular  letter,  recommend  the 
appointing  of  Regional  Councils  for  mutual  advice,  and  for 
the  formation  of  standards  of  smoke  emission.  Such  a 
Council  has  now  been  formed  in  the  Midlands,  and  your 
Committee  is  represented  on  that  body. 

The  Ministry  also  recommend  that  the  officials  respon- 
sible for  the  abatement  of  smoke  nuisances  should  be  speci- 
ally qualified. 

There  is,  however,  one  feature  about  the  new  Act  which 
will  probably  render  it  more  difficult,  in  some  cases,  to  deal 
with  factory  smoke  than  it  has  been. 

Section  334  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  lays  it  down 
that  nothing  in  that  Act  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  mines, 
or  to  interfere  with  or  obstruct  the  efficient  working  of  them, 
nor  to  the  smelting  of  ores  and  minerals,  nor  to  the  calcining, 
puddling  and  rolling  of  iron  and  other  metals,  nor  to  the  con- 
version of  pig  iron  into  wrought  iron,  so>  as  to  obstruct  or 
interfere  with  any  such  processes  respectively. 

The  new  Act  adds  to  the  above  exceptions  the  following 
processes. : — Re-heating,  annealing,  hardening,  forging,  con- 
verting and  carbonising  iron,  and  other  metals,  and  the 
Minister  of  Health  may,  by  provisional  order,  add  to  these 
exceptions. 


As  some  of  the  offending-  chimneys  in  Coventry  art 

related  to'  these  exceptions,  this  will  have  to  be  borne  ir 

mind.  ’ ’ 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION.  ! 

An  instrument  for  automatically  recording-  the  amount  oi 
suspended  impurity  in  the  atmosphere  of  the  City  and  shewing-  it: 
relative  incidence  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and  night,  was  installer 
in  the  laboratory  of  the  Public  Health  Department  in  October, 
1926. 

This  apparatus  can  be  adjusted  SO'  as  to  produce  a quantita- 
tive record  of  the  suspended  atmospheric  impurity  at  each  quarter 
of  an  hour  through  the  whole  24  hours  of  each  day,  by  filtering  , 
a measured  quantity  of  air  automatically  at  those  periods.  The 
chart  on  which  the  records  are  made  is  exchanged  daily,  and  is  ,1 
read  by  means  of  a tintometer,  the  amount  of  pollution  being  ' 
expressed  in  milligrammes  per  cubic  metre  of  air. 

Such  forms  of  pollution  asi  soot,  dust  and  other  impurities  : 
which  are  subject  to  deposition  on  exposed  surfaces  are  not  ‘ 
recorded  by  the  apparatus* : it  is  designed  solely  for  the  purpose  j 
of  periodical  quantitative  measurement  of  suspended  atmospheric  < 
impurity,  the  particles  of  which  are  so  minute  that  they  appear  ; 
to  follow  the  air  currents  without  any  appreciable  deposition,  and 
in  this  respect  act  almost  as  if  the  impurity  were  gaseous.  1 his  j 
suspended  impurity  is  found  to  be  directly  proportional  to  the  * 
total  amount  of  atmospheric  impurity  from  all  sources,  and  is  , 
therefore  a reliable  index  of  atmospheric  pollution. 

Records  are  available  for  the  whole  of  the  year.  This  period 
is  sufficiently  long  to  be  of  value  in  indicating  the  general  state  J 
of  atmospheric  pollution  in  the  City,  and  it;  covers  the  various  ‘ 
periods  when  meteorological  abnormalities  occur  which  may  be  : 
conducive  to  the  failure  of  the  natural  processes  by  which  the  j 
atmosphere  is  scavenged  of  impurities,  and  to  the  production  ot 
foggy  weather. 

Referring  to  the  chart  shown  on  the  opposite  page,  the 
impurity  on  week-days  is  seen  to  be  at  its  lowest  from  3 a.m.  to 
5 a.m.  From  5 a.m.  the  density  increases,  and  from  6 a.m  to 
8 a.m.  rises  with  greater  rapidity  than  during  any  other  period  m 
the  24  hours.  It  continues  sharply  upwards  to  the  maximum  ot 
the  day  at  9 a.m.  At  this  hour  it  will  be  seen  quite  definitely  that 


CHART  SHEWING  ant' 


Week  days Saturdays  - - — Sundays 


UN* 
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the  greatest  amount  of  impurity  accumulates  in  ihe  atmosphere 
of  the  City,  and  at  no  other  time  of  the  day  does  the  pollution 
reach  anywhere  near  this  quantity. 

From  9 a.m.  the  pollution  decreases  rapidly  until  2 p.m., 
when  there  is  a gradual  increase  during  the  afternoon,  becoming 
sharper  from  5 p.m.  up  to  the  second  but  lower  maximum  of  the 
day  at  6 p.m.  This  second  maximum  continues  until  7 p.m. 

From  7 p.m.  there  is  a reduction  in  the  impurity,  and  this 
fall  becomes  more  pronounced  from  9 p.m.,  continuing  down  to 
the  period  of  the  minimum  in  the  24  hours  from  3 a.m.  to  5 a.m. 

The  curve  for  Saturdays  up  to  9 a.m.  is  generally  similar 
to  that  for  week-days,  except  that  the  maximum  then,  is  not  so 
high,  and  the  impurity  decreases  until  1 p.m.  instead  of  2 p.m. 
From  1 p.m.  there  is  a tendency  to  less  impurity  until  6 p.m., 
there  being  no  second  maximum  as  on  week-days.  A slight  rise 
occurs  from  6 p.m.  to  7 p.m.,  the  amount  of  pollution  then  remain- 
ing constant  until  9 p.m.,  when  a sharp  fall  begins  as  on  week- 
days. 

On  Sundays  the  pollution  commences  an  hour  later  in  the 

morning,  its  maximum  is  at  10  a.m.  instead  of  9 a.m.,  as  on 

other  days,  and  is  considerably  lower.  From  9 a.m.  the  pollu- 
tion lessens  until  1 p.m.  and  rises  to  2 p.m.,  when  the  quantity 

remains  constant  until  a slight  increase  from  6 to  7 p.m.  From 

the  latter  hour  the  pollution  steadily  decreases. 

It  is  quite  obvious  that  the  pollution  on  Sundays  is  much 
lower  than  on  any  other  day  of  the  week. 

Speaking  generally,  the  pollution  on  week-days  includes  both 
factory  and  domestic  smoke,  while  that  of  Sundays  is  mainly 
domestic  smoke.  By  subtracting  the  readings  of  an  average 
Sunday  from  an  average  week-day,  the  difference  will  represent 
roughly  the  relative  amount  of  factory  smoke.  This  proportion 
works  out  at  the  relative  figures  of  1.78  to  2.05  for  domestic 
smoke  as  compared  with  factory  smoke ; which  means  that  the 
factory  smoke  is  in  excess  of  the  domestic  smoke,  but  not  much. 

An  analysis  of  the  different  days  of  the  week  shews  that  there 
1S  practically  no  difference  between  the  curves  on  week-days 
except  on  Saturdays,  when  there  is  slightly  less  pollution,  and, 
as  shewn,  much  less  on  Sundays.  Also-  night  air  has  the  advant- 
a§fe  of  being  much  purer  than  day  air. 
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III.  FOOD. 

(.4)  MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  milk  supply  during  the  year  1927  averaged  4,850  gallons 
per  day,  and  the  supply  exceeded  the  demand  during  the  whole 
of  the  year.  Only  about  260  gallons  per  day  is  produced  ini  the 
City,  and  most  of  the  remainder  at  farms  in  the  adjoining  dis- 
tricts within  a radius  of  eight  miles.  More  than  half  of  the  total 
quantity  of  milk  now  consumed  in  the  City  is  delivered  in  bottles, 
the  greater  portion  being  “ Pasteurised  ’ ’ or  “ Sterilized.” 

Samples  for  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

During*  the  year  12  specimens  of  milk  from  farms  situated 
in  the  County  were  submitted  to*  the  Birmingham  University  for 
examination.  In  no  instance  were  Tubercle  Bacilli  found. 


Samples  for  Bacterial  Count. 

Six  samples  of  milk  were  al 
Department  of  the  Birmingham 
with  the  following  results  : — 


No.  1. 

Pasteurised  milk  ... 

„ 2. 

n > » • •• 

,,  3. 

Sterilized  milk 

„ 4. 

“ Non-Tubercular  milk 

„ 5. 

Pasteurised  milk  ... 

..  6. 

> > ? 1 • •• 

The  sample  numbered  4 


a submitted  to  the  Pathological 
University  for  bacterial  count, 

Result. 

...  15,733  organisms  per  c.c.  of  milk 
...  675  , , ,, 

350  ,,  ,, 

3,159,000 
...  11,850 
66,570 

s obtained  from  a firm  which 


holds  a licence  to  sell  “ Grade  A ” Tuberculin  Tested  Milk,  but 
does  not  label  the  milk  as  such,  the  bottles  being  marked  “ Non- 
Tube  rcular  Milk.  ” 


Graded  Milk. 

Three  licences  have  been  renewed  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Order  of  1926,  viz.  : — Two  to*  firms  which  subject 
their  milk  to  a process  of  “ pasteurisation,”  and  another  to-  a 
firm  which  distributes  “ Grade  A (Tuberculin  Tested)  Milk.’ 

Cowsheds. 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  on  Register,  December,  1926  7 

M ,,  discontinued  during  the  year 

,,  on  Register,  December,  1927  6 

,,  ,,  Cowsheds  in  use,  December,  1926  ...  12 

,,  demolished  during  the  year  o 
M ,,  ,,  in  use,  December,  1927  ...  12 

,,  ,,  visits  during  the  year  ...  •••  47 
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Contraventions  observed  related  to  accumulations  of  manure 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  cowsheds,  and  limewashing-  of  sheds  not 
being  carried  out  at  the  specified  dates. 

During  the  year  improvements  relating  to  drainage,  lighting 
and  ventilation  have  been-  effected  in  connection  with  two  of  the 
cowsheds. 

All  the  dairy  cows  within  the  City  have  been  periodically 
examined  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector  (Mr.  Dale). 

Milkshops. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1022. 


Dec., 

1926. 

Dec.,  1Q27 

Number  of  names  on  the  Register  of 

Retail  Purveyors 

330 

350 

(a)  Residing  in  the  City  ... 

242 

244 

(b)  ,,  outside  the  City 

88 

106 

Number  of  names  on  the  Register  of 

wholesale  traders  and  producers 
(not  selling  by  retail) 

31 

36 

Number  of  inspections  made  during 

the  year 

703 

567 

In  5 instances  the  sale  of  loose  milk  from  General  Stores 
has  been  discontinued,  and  in  2 instances  the  sale  of  loose  milk 
has  been  replaced  by  that  of  bottled  milk. 

Character  of  business  earned  on  by  Milk  Vendors. 

Selling  loose  milk  from  Shops  : — 

(a)  Where  Dairy  Produce  onlv  is  sold  ...  14 

(b)  Where  Confectionery  only  isi  sold  ...  t6 

(c)  Where  the  business  of  a General  Store  is 

carried  on  ...  ...  ...  ...  124 

Selling  milk  from  private  dwelling-houses  with- 
out rounds.  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Selling  milk  from  private  dwelling-houses  with 

rounds  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Selling  milk  on  rounds  only  ...  ...  ...  132 

Of  the  1 32  milk-sellers  who  sell  milk  on  rounds,  106  reside 
outside  the  City  Boundarv. 

Bottled  milk  is  now  sold  from  364  shops. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  W.  Dale  as  Veterinary  Inspector 
under  this  Order,  which  expired  on  September  30th,  was  renewed 
for  a further  period  of  six  months  to*  March  31st,  1928,  at  which 
date  the  extension  of  the  City  boundary  would  necessitate  some 
reconsideration,  of  the  matter  owing-  to  the  greatly  increased 
number  of  cowsheds  and  cattle  that  would  then  be  in  the  area. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MILK  AND  CREAM)  REGULATIONS, 

1912  AND  I917. 

Report  for  the  Year  ended  31ST  December,  1927. 


I. 

Milk ; and  Cream  not  sold  as 

Preserved  Cream. 

(a) 

Numbers  of  Samples 
examined  for  the  Presence 
of  a Preservative. 

(6) 

Number  in  which  Preservative 
was  reported  to  be  present,  and 
Percentage  o f Preservative 
found  in  each  Sample. 

Milk . . 

• • • • 

194 

Nil. 

Cream 

. . 

6 

Nil. 

Nature  of  preservative  in  each  case  in  column  (b),  and  action 
taken  under  the  Regrilatioms  in  regard  to>  it,  Nil. 


2.  Cream  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 

(a)  Instances  in  which  samples  have  been  submitted  for 
analysis  to  ascertain  if  the  statements  on  the  label  as  to  preserva- 
tives were  correct : — 

(i.)  Correct  statements  made  ...  ...  1 

(ii.)  Statement  incorrect  ...  ...  ...  o 

Total  ...  1 


No-  of 
sample. 

Percentage  of  preservative 
found  in  each  sample. 

Percentage  stated  on 
statutory  label- 

195 

0-3% 

Not  exceeding 

0-4% 

Boric  Acid. 

(Ji)  Determinations  made  of  milk  fat  in  cream  sold  as  pre 
served  ('ream  : — 
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(i.)  Above  35  per  cent.  ...  ...  ...  1 

(ii.)  Below  35  per  cent.  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Total  ...  1 

(c)  Instances  where  (apart  from  analysis)  the  requirements 
as  to  labelling-  or  declaration  of  preserved  cream  in  Article  V.  (1) 
and  the  proviso'  in  Article  V.  (2)  of  the  Regulations  have  not  been 
observed,  Nil. 

3.  Thickening  Substances. 

Any  evidence  of  their  addition  to  cream  or  to  preserved 
cream.  Action  taken  where  found,  Nil. 

(B)  MEAT. 

(1)  During  the  year  338  carcases,  or  parts  of  carcases,  have 
been  examined  at  the  dead  meat  market  held  in  the  Barrack 
Square. 

Two  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixtv-eight  visits  have  been 
made  to  the  slaughterhouses  in  order  to>  inspect  meat,  and  to 
enforce  the  byelaws  relating  to  such  premises. 

The  number  of  carcases  examined  at  slaughterhouses  bv 
Meat  Inspectors,  in  addition  to  those  carcases  notified  by  butchers 
as  unsound,  was  as  follows  : — 


Beef 

440 

Mutton  and  Lamb  ... 

573 

Pork 

398 

Veal 

80 

Forty-five  contraventions  were  observed  at  the  slaughter- 
houses relating  to'  limewashing  of  walls,  cleansing  of  floors, 
removal  of  offal,  and  absence  of  suitable  receptacles  for  offal. 
These  contraventions  were  remedied. 

(2)  Public  Abattoir 

Tn  furtherance  of  the  scheme  to  erect  a public  abattoir  at 
Whitley,  notice  to  quit,  which  had  been  served  on  several  allot- 
ment  holders  on  the  site,  expired  at  the  end  of  October. 

On  the  30th  November  the  City  Council  approved  the  detailed 
drawings  and  model  prepared  bv  Mr.  Stephen  Avling,  and  author- 
ed an  application  to  be  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for 
sanction  to'  raise  the  necessary  loan. 

(3)  It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  institute  proceed- 
'n£rs  under  Section  117  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  187^. 
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One  hundred  and  three  carcases,  or  parts  of  carcases  of 
animals  were  condemned  for  tuberculosis. 

Notifications  were  received  from  66  butchers,  using  37 
slaughterhouses,  concerning  the  carcases'  of  232  animals,  viz.  : — 
18  bullocks,  1 12  cows,  37  heifers,  6 calves,  40  sheep,  and  19  pigs, 

■vs 

these  being  found  after  slaughter  to  be  diseased  or  unsound.  The 
meat  surrendered  and  destroyed  in  connection  with  these  notifica- 
tions was  estimated  to  amount  to  9,615  lbs.,  and  consisted  of: 
Beef,  8,776  lbs.  (of  which  5,193  lbs.  were  tuberculous);  mutton, 
222  lbs.  ; pork,  582  lbsi.  ; veal,  35  lbs. 

The  number  of  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  at  different 
dates  was  as  follows  : — 


In  1914 

In  Jan.,  1927 

In  Dec. , 1927 

Registered 

14 

11 

1 1 

Licensed 

35 

35 

35 

Total 

49 

46 

46 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  1924. 

During  the  past  year  907  observations  and  visits  have  been 
made  in  connection  with  markets,  shops,  stalls,  etc.,  in  order  to 
ascertain  if  the  above  regulations'  were  being  complied  with. 
F if  tv-six  contraventions  were  observed  relating  to  : — 

( 1 ) The  exposing  of  meat  outside  shops  and  stalls,  without 

reasonable  steps  being  taken,  to  guard  against  contamina- 
tion of  the  meat. 

(2)  Conveying  meat  in  ot  on  a vehicle  and  not  causing  the 

meat  to  be  adequately  protected  by  means  of  a clean  cloth 
or  other  suitable  material. 

(3)  Failing  to  limewash  walls  and  ceilings  of  rooms  used  for 

the  storage  of  meat. 

(4)  Permitting  a slaughterhouse  to  be  used  for  work  other 

than  that  involved  in  the  slaughter  and  the  dressing  of 
carcases. 

Thirteen  written  notices  were  issued,  and  43  verbal  cautions 
given,  in  connection  with  these  contraventions. 

(O  OTHER  FOODS. 

Unsound  Pood. 

The  following  quantities  of  unsound  food  have  been  sur- 
rendered : — 
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From  shops  and  stores  : — 1,210  lbs.  of  imported  beef,  mutton, 
pork  and  kidneys,  162  tins  of  meat,  241  rabbits,  203  chickens, 
1 duck,  19  cases  of  preserved  egg's,  354  tins  of  fruit,  441  tins  of 
tomatoes,  3 bottles  of  tomato  sauce,  298  tins  of  condensed  milk, 
133  tins  of  cream,  3 tins  of  salad  cream,  2 tins  of  syrup,  16  tins 
of  baked  beans,  370  tins  of  fish,  60  cwts.  of  fish,  and  19  bags  of 
mussels. 

Bakehouses. 

Number  on  Register,  December,  1926  ...  ...  84 

,,  dispensed  with  during  the  year...  ...  3 

,,  of  Bakehouses  unoccupied  ...  ...  19 

,,  ,,  changes  of  occupancy  ...  ...  — 

,,  ,,  Bakehouses  opened  during  the  year...  3 

,,  ,,  Bakehouses  on  Register,  December, 


1927  ...  ...  ...  ...  84* 

,,  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 61 

,,  contraventions  observed  ...  ...  30 

,,  contraventions  remedied  ...  ...  30 


* This  number  includes  Factory  Bakehouses. 

The  contraventions  observed  related  to  the  limewashing  of 
walls  and  ceilings,  and  dirty  floors. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PRESERVATIVES,  ETC.,  IN  FOOD) 

REGULATIONS,  1925-27. 

These  regulations  prohibit  the  general  use  of  preservatives 
and  colouring  matters  in  articles  of  food,  and  provide  that  no 
person  shall  manufacture  for  sale,  or  sell  anv  article  of  food  which 
containsi  any  added  preservative  other  than  those  mentioned  in 
the  regulations.  The  regulations  were  made  by  the  Minister  of 
Health  in  August,  1925,  but  in  order  to<  give  manufacturers  and 
dealers  an  opportunity  to'  dispose  of  their  stocks,  the  operation 
of  the  regulations  was  delayed  until  the  ist  January,  1927,  and 
•n  so  far  as  they  relate  to>  bacon,  ham  and  egg  yolk,  until  the  ist 
July,  1927.  As  regards  butter,  cream,  and  articles  of  food  in 
the  preparation  of  which  a preservative  has  been  introduced  by 
the  use  of  preserved  bacon,  preserved  ham,  preserved  egg  yolk 
and  preserved  cream,  the  regulations  did  not  become  operative 
until  the  ist  January,  1928. 

The  list  of  articles  of  food  which  have  been  submitted  to  the 

E 
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Public  Analyst  will  be  found  in  the  table  relating;  to  Food  and 
Drug's,  and  no1  breach  of  the  regulations  in  regard  to  preservatives 
has  been  reported  by  the  Analyst. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  ORDERS,  1921. 

The  various  shops,  stores  and  markets  have  been  visited 
from  time  to  time  in  order  to  enforce  the  requirements  of  the 
Orders  concerning  the  labelling  of  imported  meat. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS,  1875  TO  1927. 
The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  the  nature  of  the 
articles  submitted  for  analysis  during  the  year  : — 


Articles. 

Genuine. 

Not  Genuine. 

Total. 

New  Milk 

182 

12 

194 

Dried  Milk 

3 

• • 

3 

Condensed  Full  Cream  Milk 

6 

6 

Cream 

6 

• • 

6 

Preserved  Cream  . . 

1 

1 

Butter 

30 

39 

Lard  , . . 

18 

18 

Margarine . . . . 

6 

6 

Sponge  Cake 

6 

6 

Cocoa 

12 

12 

Corn  Flour 

4 

4 

Beef  Sausages 

14 

14 

Potted  Meat 

3 

. .. 

3 

Ham  and  Chicken  Roll 

3 

• • 

3 

Salmon  Paste 

2 

2 

Sweets 

1 

1 

Liquorice  Powder  . . 

6 

1 

7 

Camphorated  Oil  . . 

9 

9 

Glycerine  . . 

3 

3 

Castor  Oil . . 

3 

3 

Total 

318 

13 

331 
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The  samples  were  collected  in  the  following-  manner  : — 
Formal  samples  ...  ...  ...  53 

Preliminary  samples  ...  ...  ...  276 

“ Appeal  to  cow  ” samples  ...  ...  2 

Milk. — Of  the  194  samples  of  new  milk,  182  were  found  to 
be  genuine  and  12  adulterated.  Of  these,  1 was  9%  below  the 
limit  in  solids  not  fat;  3 were  deficient  in  fat  varying-  in  amounts 
from  5%  to  10%;  and  8 were  found  to  contain  added  water  in 
amounts  varying-  f rom  6%  to  27%. 

The  sample  found  to  be  deficient  in  solids  not  fat  was  an 
informal  sample ; a formal  sample  was  subsequently  obtained 
which  proved  to  be  genuine. 

The  3 samples  found  to  be  deficient  in  fat  were  informal 
samples.  In  each  case  formal  samples  were  subsequently  obtained 
and  certified  as  genuine. 

Of  the  8 samples  found  to  contain  added  water,  4 were 
obtained  in  course  of  delivery  from  a farmer  sending  milk  into 
the  City.  Proceedings  were  instituted  with  respect  to  two  of  the 
samples,  and  the  farmer  was  convicted  and  fined  ^10  and  costs 
in  each  case.  In  regard  to  3 of  the  remaining  4 samples,  one 
was  obtained  from  a shopkeeper  and  2 from  the  farmer  supplying 
the  milk.  Proceedings  were  instituted  against  both  farmer  and 
shopkeeper.  The  farmer  was  convicted  and  fined  ^10  and  costs 
in  each  case,  and  the  case  against  the  retailer  was  dismissed  on 
payment  of  costs.  The  remaining  sample  was  an  informal  sample 
brought  to  the  office  by  a dairyman.  Samples  were  subsequently 
obtained  from  the  dairyman  in  question  and  the  farmer  supplying 
him,  both  samples  being  certified  as  genuine. 

All  the  samples  were  found  to  be  free  from  preservatives, 
artificial  colouring  matter,  and  an  excessive  amount  of  extraneous 
dirt. 

Liquorice  1)owdcr. — One  of  the  7 samples  of  liquorice  powder 
nas  found  to'  contain  sulphur  12%  in  excess  of  the  requirements  of 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  A subsequent  sample  obtained  from 
the  same  vendor  was  certified  as  genuine. 

Drugs. — The  Coventry  Insurance  Committee  has  instituted 
a scheme  whereby  they  take  periodical  samples  of  drugs  and 
' aP'P'bances  as  supplied  by  local  chemists  to  insured  persons. 

Mr.  Lee  Gordon,  the  Clerk  to  the  Committee,  has  been  good 
en°ugh  to  allow  me  to  see  the  reports  on  the  13  samples  taken 
! ^uring  1927.  These  reports  were  all  satisfactory. 
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IV.  PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Deaths  from  the  seven  principal  infectious  diseases  which  have 
occurred  ini  Coventry  during-  the  past  58  years  : — 


Year. 

Small 

Pox. 

L'yphoicl : 

Fever. 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Measles. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Diar- 

rhoea. 

1870 

.. 

1 

18 

15 

9 

84 

1871 

166 

. , 

5 

5' 

18 

35 

59 

1872 

57 

2 

8 

5 

15 

77 

1873 

• • 

• • 

9 

15 

18 

28 

45 

1874 

• • 

11 

149 

5 

7 

45 

1875 

• . 

4 

7 

16 

16 

61 

1876 

, . 

9 

2 

30 

19 

25 

28 

1877 

# , 

2 

2 

19 

3 

3 

24 

1878 

• . 

8 

8 

20 

14 

24 

47 

1879 

• . 

2 

2 

7 

18 

18 

24 

1880 

, , 

3 

3 

36 

6 

10 

96 

1881 

1 

5 

11 

58 

2 

8 

24 

1882 

, , 

10 

2 

17 

17 

4 

18 

1883 

# , 

7 

. , 

2 

3 

5 

35 

1884 

5 

• . 

3 

18 

29 

50 

1885 

• « 

2 

1 

10 

• • 

2 

20 

1886 

• • 

14 

• . 

18 

49 

31 

49 

1887 

• • 

7 

2 

14 

• • 

9 

40 

1888 

, , 

3 

, # 

6 

1 

14 

25 

1889 

, , 

2 

1 

13 

50 

8 

38 

1890 

, # 

4 

5 

2 

1 

3 

45 

1891 

7 

1 

36 

15 

29 

1892 

9 

4 

4 

30 

1893 

9 

* 1 

* * 

• • 

7 

44 

1894 

i 

6 

3 

13 

54 

25 

15 

1895 

5 

3 

19 

3 

20 

61 

1896 

, , 

12 

3 

9 

35 

8 

44 

1897 

3 

4 

6 

16 

6 

80 

1898 

6 

5 

10 

29 

4 

131 

1899 

18 

5 

3 

13 

39 

63 

1900 

6 

22* 

17 

60 

2 

75 

1901 

# # 

15 

31 

18 

3 

32 

83 

1902 

# # 

6 

31 

10 

9 

28 

1903 

3 

2 

34 

5 

57 

15 

34 

1904 

1 

1 

11 

10 

. • 

48 

4S‘ 

1905 

6 

13 

1 

60 

1 

31 

1906 

. . 

4 

12 

5 

1 

38 

138 

1907 

# # 

1 

10 

4 

20 

4 

34 

1908 

1 

8 

7 

3 

20 

47 

1909 

4 

11 

24 

67 

29 

18 

1910 

5 

15 

25 

6 

10 

16 

1911 

1 

17 

30 

66 

30 

5l 

1912 

30 

17 

52 

34 

6 

1913 

2 

33 

2 

9 

22 

21 

1914 

2 

12 

6 

25 

15 

24 

1915 

5 

37 

14 

87 

13 

16 

1916 

1 

49 

6 

42 

45 

14 

1917 

1 

26 

4 

21 

1 . 

y 

12 

Q 

1918 

# # 

1 

20 

4 

8 

11 

1919 

2 

16 

1 

14 

8 

O 

Q 

1920 

1921 

• • 

1 

9 

8 

2 

4 

14 

1 

12 

4 

0 

14 

1 

1922 

* # 

. . 

# # 

2 

25 

16 

1 

1 

n 

1923 

, , 

1 

7 

6 

12 

1924 

• # 

8 

1 

1 

15 

u 

Q 

1925 

• # 

# # 

15 

• • 

18 

9 

1 

0 

1926 

1 

5 

• • 

2 

11 

1927 

• • 

21 

1 

5 

6 

— — — V 

* From  this  date  deaths  from  Membranous  Croup  have  been  cla6Sit;ed  unde 


Diphtheria. 
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Mark  (h)  indicates  the  locality  in  which  the  City  Hospital  is  situated.  (Built  for  102  beds  ) 

Mark  (w)  indicates  the  locality  in  which  the  Workhouse  is  situated, 
t These  are  cases  removed  to  Sanatoria  only. 

Isolation  Hospital  or  Hospitals,  Sanatoria,  &c.  : — City  Hospital,  Coventry,  and  Pinlev  (Small  Pox)  Hospital,  in  Coventry  Rural  District  (City  Council) ; 

Warwickshire  King  Edward  VII.  Memorial,  Bramcote,  North  wood  and  other  Sanatoria  (t>.  report). 
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Weekly  Returns  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


Week 

Ending. 

Small  Pox. 

O 1 

->  . 

: ® 
s « 

o 

Diphtheria. 

m D ^ 4 A 

^ • ” 
IT  s- 
0 Q 

CD 

H f 

ii 

3 ® 
n ^ 

in 

C/3 

45 

<D  -4 

P4 

• rH 

C/3 

S-i 

W f 

Itespirauory 

Tuberculosis. 

4H  CC 
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Diphtheria. 

During-  the  year  186  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  and  21 
deaths  were  registered  from  this  cause.  The  attack  rate  was  1.34 
per  1,000  of  the  population,  and  the  mortality  from  this  disease 
was  0.15.  Sixty  of  the  notified  cases  (i.e.,  32.2  per  cent.)  were 
admitted  to  the  City  Hospital. 

For  Engfand  and  Wales  the  case  rate  for  the  year  per  1,000 
population  was  1.33,  and  the  death  rate  0.07. 

With  the  notification  of  eight  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  the  week 
ending-  the  10th  September,  it  was  obvious  that  a sharp  outbreak 
of  the  disease  was  in  progress,  and  from  the  records  of  the  cases 
it  was  noted  that  five  out  of  the  eight  were  children  attending 
the  Frederick  Bird  Council  School.  Between  the  1st  January  and 
the  3rd  September  there  had  been  68  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified, 
and  of  these  20  had  been  children  attending  or  connected  with 
this  school,  but  apart  from  one  group  of  eight  in  June  they  had 
been  fairly  evenly  spread  out. 

Consideration  of  the  number  of  cases  notified  each  month 
up  to  the  end  of  August  shewed  nothing  unusual,  as  the  following- 
figures  indicate  : — 


January  5 

May 

10 

February7  7 

June 

March  4 

July 

10 

April  3 

August 

8 

the  13th  September 

I circularised  the 

medical 

titioners  in  the  City7,  acquainting  them  of  the  outbreak,  and  that 
children  from  the  district  adjoining  the  Frederick  Bird  School 
were  those  mostly  affected.  I recommended  them  to  suspect  all 
cases  of  sore  throats  in  children  as  possibly  diphtheria,  and  that 
treatment  with  anti-toxin  should  be  given  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment  without  waiting  for  ihe  result  of  a swab.  I also  informed 
them  that  a limited  number  of  beds  would  be  available  at  the  Citv 
Hospital  if  removal  was  desired. 

The  administrative  action  taken  included  : — 

(1)  It  was  arranged  that  Dr.  Horwood,  one  of  the  Assis- 
tant School  Medical  Officers,  should  spend  several  ses- 
sions at  the  School  making  a systematic  examination 
of  the  throats  of  children  and  swabbing  any  that 
appeared  to>  be  ini  any  way  suspicious,  or  who>  had  run 
any  possible  risk  of  contact. 
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(2)  The  systematic  medical  examination:  of  the  children  at 

this  school  was  arranged  to  take  place  at  this  time  in 
(>i  dei  that  a member  of  the  medical  staff  would  be 
present  at  the  school  daily. 

(3)  Head  leachers  of  the  various  departments  at  the 
school  were  requested  to  notify  to  me  the  names  of  all 
children  absent  from  school  for  any  illness  whatever, 
and  they  were  instructed  to'  submit  all  children  pre- 
senting themselves  after  being  absent  for  any  reason, 
to  the  medical  inspector  before  re-admitting  them. 

(4)  I he  cases  notified  by  the  Head  Teachers  were  all  visited 
by  an  inspector,  and  the  parents  advised  in  all  cases 
to  call  in  a medical  man.  A printed  leaflet  was  pre- 
pared, and  copies  of  it  were  distributed  widely  in  the 
district. 


The  subsequent  weekly  trend  of  the  notifications  was  as 
follows  : — 


Weeks  ending — 


Sept. 

10th 

8(2) 

Oct.  2 2nd 

9 (1) 

Dec.  3rd 

3 (0 

99 

17th 

17  (3) 

,,  29th 

• 3 

,,  10th 

11  (1) 

99 

24th 

IO 

Nov.  5th 

1 

„ 17th 

6(1) 

Oct. 

1st 

9 (1) 

,,  12th 

4 

» 24th 

7 

9} 

8th 

6 

„ 19th 

6 (1) 

„ 3ist 

3 

99 

15th 

10  (1) 

„ 26th 

7 (0 

(The  figures  in  brackets  shew  the  number  of  deaths.) 


From  these  it  will  be  seen  that  after  the  22nd  October  there 
was  a falling  off  in  the  numbers  for  three  weeks,  then  a slight 
increase  for  two  weeks,  followed  by  a reduction  for  one  week, 
and  then  a sharp  rise  again  for  three  weeks. 

Drs.  Horwood  and  Moir  sent  356  swabs  from  the  children 
attending  this  school,  and  of  these  13  gave  a positive  result. 

The  notifications  of  “ ? Diphtheria, ” Sore  Throat,  Colds,  etc., 
concerning  the  children  from  this  school,  numbered  250,  and  these 
came  from  244  separate  families. 

Between  the  3rd  September  and  the  22nd  October,  when 
the  first  outbreak  may  be  considered  to  have  ceased,  69  cases 
were  notified,  and  27  of  these  were  connected  with  Frederick  Bird 
School.  Out  of  the  number  of  cases  notified  in  this  period,  - 1 
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were  admitted  to  the  City  Hospital,  and  there  were  eight  fatal 
cases.  And  in  these  seven  weeks  484,000  units  of  anti-diphtheria 
serum  were  supplied  to  medical  men  by  the  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee. 

A feature  of  this  outbreak  was  that  a large  proportion  of  the 
cases  were  of  the  haemorrhagic  or  malignant  type,  and  several 
of  them  died  within  a few  days  of  the  disease  manifesting  itself. 

The  recrudescence  of  the  disease  in  the  weeks  ended  the  19th 
and  26th  November  shewed  no  direct  evidence  of  having  arisen 
from  a definable  source. 

The  second  outbreak  began  in  the  week  ended  the  10th 
December,  when  1 1 cases  were  notified ; and  the  figures  for  the 
subsequent  weeks  were  6 and  7 cases,  'these  figures  do>  not  give 
a complete  picture  of  the  outbreak,  since  it  occurred  mostly  among 
children  in  a populous  suburb,  part  of  which  was  in  and  part 
outside  the  City.  The  centre  of  infection,  however,  was  un- 
doubtedly the  Folly  Lane  Council  School,  which  is  in  the  City. 

Dr.  Horwood  was  requested  to  visit  the  school  and  inspect 
all  suspicious  sore  throats  and  noses,  and  to  take  such  swabs  as  he 
might  consider  necessary.  In  all  47  swabs  were  taken,  and  of 
these  6 were  found  to  be  positive. 

Fourteen  cases  occurred  amongst  children  living  in  the  City 
who  either  attended  or  were  connected  with  this  school. 

The  following  table  shews  the  experience  of  the  City  in 
regard  to  Diphtheria  since  1890  : — 
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DIPHTHERIA  : 


Comparison  of  the  Fatality,  Incidence,  and  Mortality  from,  in  different  yea 


Year. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Total 
No.  of 
Ca-es 
Notified. 

No.  of 
Deaths 
Registr'd 

Fatality 
per  cent. 

No.  of 
Cases 
Treated 
in 

Hospital. 

Attack 
Rate 
per  1000 
Popula- 
tion. 

Per- 

centage 

removed 

to 

Hospital. 

Mortal 
per  10( 
Popul; 
tion. 

1890 

49,500 

15 

6 

40-0 

0 30 

0'12 

1891 

52,724 

14 

4 

28'5 

0-26 

0-07 

1892 

54,000 

19 

2 

10-5 

0-35 

003 

1893 

54,700 

10 

2 

20-0 

018 

0-03 

1894 

55,300 

21 

5 

23-8 

0-38 

0-09 

1895 

56,000 

12 

6 

50-0 

0-21 

0-10 

1896 

59,151 

17 

6 

353 

0*28 

0 10 

1897 

61.234 

25 

10 

40-0 

0-40 

0-16' 

1898 

61,555 

33 

15 

45-4 

0-53 

0‘  24' 

1899 

61,796 

53 

16 

30-2 

0 85 

0‘25i 

1900 

70,075 

66 

22 

33-3 

0-94 

0-318 

1901 

70  300 

139 

31 

22-1 

4 

1-97 

2-8 

0-44t 

1902 

73,000 

136 

31 

22-8 

3 

1-86 

2-2 

0-42i. 

1903 

75,700 

127 

34 

26-7 

1 

1-67 

0-7 

0.45'. 

1904 

77,500 

78 

11 

14-1 

4 

1-00 

5 1 

0-141. 

1905 

81,000 

67 

13 

19-4 

3 

0 82 

4-4 

0-161 

1906 

83,900 

59 

12 

20-3 

7 

0-70 

11-8 

0-141 

1907 

87,000 

43 

10 

23-2 

1 

0-49 

2-3 

OTlt 

1908 

91,000 

108 

8 

7-4 

9 

1-18 

8-3 

0-08' 

1909 

93,500 

121 

11 

9 0 

8 

1-20 

6-6 

01K 

1910 

102,000 

104 

15 

14-4 

2 

1-02 

1 9 

0 14r 

1911 

107,287 

161 

17 

10-5 

13 

1-50 

8 0 

0-151 

1912 

111,166 

216 

30 

13-8 

8 

1-94 

3-7 

0-261 

1913 

115,064 

187 

33 

17-6 

20 

1-62 

10-7 

0-281 

1914 

119,003 

135 

12 

8-8 

9 

1-13 

66 

0-01( 

1915 

122,982 

209 

37 

177 

31 

1-69 

14-8 

0*30( 

1916 

127,089 

343 

49 

14-2 

76 

2-69 

22-1 

0-381 

1917 

130,000 

178 

26 

14-6 

34 

1 36 

19  1 

0-20( 

1918 

133,000 

108 

20 

18  5 

35 

0-81 

32-4 

0-15r 

1919 

136,000 

136 

16 

11-7 

49 

1-00 

86-0 

0-111 

1920 

140,000 

85 

9 

10-5 

21 

0-60 

24-7 

0-06^ 

1921 

128,205 

102 

8 

7'8 

27 

0-79 

26-4 

0-06( 

1922 

129,000 

45 

# # 

8 

0-35 

17-7 

. , 

1923 

130,500 

77 

7 

9 0 

17 

0*59 

22-1 

0 05( 

1924 

132,000 

70 

8 

11-4 

12 

0-53 

17-1 

0-06C 

1925 

133,500 

190 

16 

7-8 

24 

1-42 

23*1 

0-1IC  1 

1926 

135,000 

95 

5 

5-2 

33 

0-70 

34-7 

0-03C 

1927 

139,000 

186 

21 

11-3 

60 

1*34 

32-2 

0 153 

In  September  I presented  the  following-  Special  Report  to-  the1 
Public  Health  Committee  on  the  Prevention,  of  Diphtheria;  and 
it  was  decided  to*  defer  its  consideration  until  the  medical  per-, 
sonnel  of  the  Department  had  been  strengthened  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


“ SPECIAL  REPORT  ON  THE  PREVENTION  OF 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Treatment. 

Considerable  strides  have  been  taken  not  only  in  the  treat- 
ment of  Diphtheria,  but  also1  in  its  prevention,  in  recent  years. 


65 


The  specific  bacillus  of  Diphtheria  was  discovered  in  1884.  This 
led  up  to  the  introduction  of  a Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  in  1890.  It 
was  not  until  1895  that  this  anti-toxin  began  to  be  used  gener- 
ally in  this  country,  and  in  1902  your  Committee  decided  to  obtain 
a supply  for  free  use  by  medical  practitioners  in  this  City.  Its 
use  has  become  moire  and  more  general  since  that  date,  and  this 
has  been  followed  by  a very  considerable  reduction  in  the  fatality 
of  the  illness;  whereas  formerly  it  was  common  to  have  a fatality 
of  about  30  deaths  in  each  100  cases,  the  percentage  fatality  now 
reaches  only  about  6 or  7.  The  efficacy  of  the  use  of  Anti-toxin 
appears  to  depend  entirely  upon  its  early  administration  in  a 
sufficient  dose. 

Prevention. 

When  isolation  hospitals  were  provided  there  is  no  doubt  that 
great  hopes  were  entertained  in  regard  to  this  illness  that  if  the 
patients  were  at  once  isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  community 
until  the  end  of  their  illness,  this  would  stamp  out  the  infection, 
ihese  hopes  have  not  been  fulfilled.  As  far  back  as  1914  1 col- 
lected information  from  all  the  big  towns  in  the  country  concern- 
ing the  proportion  of  Diphtheria  patients  isolated  in  their 
hospitals  and  the  incidence  and  mortality  of  the  disease  in  their 
areas.  I collected  the  figures  which  were  available  for  a period 
of  nine  years,  and  published  the  results  at  a Royal  Sanitary  Insti- 
tute Congress.  These  results  showed  that  the  mere  isolation  of 
a large  proportion  of  Diphtheria  cases,  even  when  over  80  per 
cent,  were  removed  to>  hospital,  did  not  in  any  way  diminish  the 
incidence  and  mortality  of  the  illness. 

I do  not  think  that  these  facts  are  difficult  to  explain  in  the 
light  of  our  present  knowledge.  We  have  known  for  a 
long  time  that  a patient  with  Diphtheria  very  often  carries 
the  Diphtheria  Bacillus  in  his  throat  long  after  recovery  from  the 
illness.  We  also  know  that  healthy  people  are  often  ‘ carriers  ’ 
of  the  Bacillus.  This  is  especially  the  case  during  the  occurrence 
of  an  outbreak,  and  was  well  illustrated  locally  in  1913,  when 
several  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  Wards  of  the  Coventry 
and  Warwickshire  Hospital.  It  was  then  found  that  several  of 
the  patients  and  staff  were  Diphtheria  ‘carriers,’  and  the  infec- 
tion was  continually  being  introduced  by  new  arrivals.  For  a 
period  of  some  months  1 had  all  newly-admitted  patients  entering 
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the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital  swabbed  as  to  their 
throats,  whatever  the  illness  or  accident  that  they  were  admitted 
for.  It  was  found  that  65  out  of  510  patients  had  Diphtheria 
Bacilli  in  their  throats.  About  the  same  time  all  newly-admitted 
patients  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever  at  the  City  Hospital  were 
swabbed,  and  24  out  of  387  had  Diphtheria  Bacilli.  Still  further 
to  illustrate  how  widespread  at  this  time  was  the  infection,  I had 
swabs  taken  from  130  school  children  indiscriminately  selected  in 
the  schools  and  who  were  quite  well;  22  of  these  were  found  to 
be  ‘ carriers  ’ of  Diphtheria  Bacilli. 

It  has  long  been  known  that  not  all  people  are  liable  to  con- 
tract Diphtheria.  Some  are  immune.  Owing  to  the  advances  in 
our  knowledge  in  recent  years,  we  now  have  a means  of  deter- 
mining whether  a person  is  immune:  or  not.  This  is  by  means  of 
the  Schick  Test  introduced  by  Professor  Schick,  of  Vienna,  in 
1913-  % means,  of  this  test  it  has  been  shown  that  babies  are 

born  with  a considerable  degree  of  immunity,  that  this  rapidly 
disappears,  and  that  from  about  two  to*  six  years  old  the  larger 
proportion  of  children  are  liable  to  take  Diphtheria.  From  that 
age  onwards  the  proportion  becoming  immune  increases  with 
years  until  in  reaching  adult  life,  the  larger  proportion  of  the 
population  are  found  to  be  immune. 

The  application  of  this  test  has  led  to  highly  important  results 
in  the  introduction,  of  a method  by  which  people  found  to  be  liable 
to  the  illness  may  be  rendered  immune  by  the  injection  of  what 
is  known  as  toxin-anti-toxin.  As  a rule,  about  three  such  injec- 
tions are  given  at  intervals  of  a week  or  so*,  and  immunity  in  the 
individual  gradually  dev  elopes  until  after  a period  of  three  to  six, 
but  sometimes  more,  months,  complete:  immunity  is  found  by  the 
Schick  Test  to  have  been  obtained. 

A large  amount  of  work  along  these  lines  has  been  done  in 
recent  years  in  New  York,  and  now  an  intensive  campaign  is  being 
carried  on  on  a very  large  scale.  This  was  started  ini  1926,  and 
an  effort  is  being  made  to*  eradicate  Diphtheria  from  New  \ ork 
during  the  next  five  years.  The  goal  aimed  at  is  to'  achieve  immu- 
nisation of  1,800,000  children  by  the  end  of  1930.  Already  a con- 
siderable diminution  in  the  number  of  cases  and  the  number  ol 
deaths  has  been  effected. 

In  this  country  work  along  the  same  lines,  but  on  a much 
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smaller  scale,  has  been  done  in  Edinburgh,  Aberdeen  and  Birming- 
ham, and  now  in  one  or  two  London  Boroughs  and  elsewhere. 

The  process  is  particularly  valuable  and  easily  applicable  in 
residential  institutions  like  schools,  asylums  and  so-  forth,  where 
the  whole  resident  population  can  readily  be  dealt  with.  Its 
application  to  a large  community  is  on  a different  footing.  The 
want  of  success  that  has  been  met  with  in  regard  to  the  general 
adoption  of  vaccination  lends  little  hope  of  a much  greater  success 
in  this — a very  much  more  difficult  and  slow  procedure  than  simple 
vaccination  against  Small  Pox. 

In  Birmingham  the  work  was  commenced  in  1925,  and  up  to 
the  end  of  1926,  849  people  in  residential  institutions  had  been 
Schick-tested,  and  of  these  390  were  found  to  be  not  immune; 
of  these,  336  were  immunised.  The  figures  relating  to  the  general 
population  in  Birmingham  are  that  between  700  and  800  children 
have  been  immunised  at  their  Clinics. 

It  is  clear  that  at  this  rate  no  material  influence  is  likely  to 
be  felt  on  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria  in  a large  population  like 
that  of  Birmingham,  reaching  as  it  does  to  over  900,000.  It  has, 
however,  the  advantage — undoubtedly  a great  one — that  careful 
parents  are  given  the  opportunity  of  having  their  children  ren- 
dered immune  to  this  illness,  if  they  desire  it. 

As  this  work  has  onlv  been  going  on  for  a limited  number 
of  years,  it  is  not  vet  possible  tO'  sav  how  long  this  acquired 
immunity  will  last,  but  experience  so  far  shows  that  the  immunity 
lasts  a number  of  years,  and  since  the  tendency  as  age  advances 
is  for  a person’s  immunity  to  increase,  it  probably  lasts  a lifetime. 

It  hasi  to<  be  admitted  that  in  the  earlier  stages  of  experiment 
along  these  lines  some  untoward  results  have  been  met  with 
owing  to  defects  in  the  preparation  and  storage  of  the  toxin- 
anti-toxin.  It  is  thought  that  these  difficulties  have  now  been 
overcome,  and  great  confidence  in  the  work  is  being  shown  in 
America,  where  the  pioneer  work  has  been  done.  In  T926, 
Dr.  Park  was  able  to  state  that  probably  over  two  million  injec- 
tions of  toxin-anti-toxin  had  been  given  in  New  York  State  alone 
without  any  mishap  occurring,  and  the  more  recent  use  of  a 
modified  preparation  known  as  toxoid-anti-toxin,  appears  to  have 
eliminated  all  possibiltv  of  mishap. 

The  application  of  the  Schick  Test  is  one  requiring  some  skill 
an|d  experience,  demanding  as  it  does  every  care  of  accuracy  and 
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technique  in  reading  results,  and  it  is  regarded  as  outside  the 
ordinary  scope  of  the  general  practitioner,  particularly  in  view 
of  the  time  taken  for  observation,  extending  from  one  to’  four 
days;  but  with  a trained  and  experienced  observer  the  test  is  a 
simple  and  reliable  procedure  attended  by  no  harmful  results. 

About  two  years  ago  I attended  a demonstration  at  the  City 
Hospital,  Birmingham,  where  the  test  is  used  very  considerably. 

I have  used  it  in  certain  instances  in  the  case  of  Nurses  at  our 
City  Hospital  who  were  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  nurse  cases  i 
of  Diphtheria.  The  procedure,  however,  is  a tedious  one,  especi- 
ally where  single  cases  are  dealt  with,  though  at  a clinic  devoted 
specially  to  the  purpose  doubtless  the  procedure  would  be  more 
rapid. 

In  regard  to  cost,  estimates  have  been  got  out  ini  Hull  and 
also'  in  London  as  to  the  expense  involved  in  dealing  with  a large 
number  of  cases. 

Material  for  immunising  costs  about  3/-  or  4/-  per  case. 
The  testing  material,  medical  services  and  various  sundries  were 
estimated  at  Hull  to  come  to  about  per  100  children. 

It  is  estimated  that  in  London  the  cost  of  every  case  of  Diph- 
theria  isolated  is  about  ^30 — a sum  which  would  cover  the  cost 
of  protecting  probably  about  200  children. 

The  fact  of  an  occurrence  of  an  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  would 
probably  afford  a strong  inducement  to  people  to  avail  themselves 
of  these  advantages,  but  it  has  to'  be  recognised  that  the  process 
of  immunising  children  against  this  illness  is  a slow  one  and  not, 
therefore,  peculiarly  adapted  to  checking  an  existing  outbreak. 

I think  these  facts  should  be  known  to'  your  Committee,  so 
that  the  possibilities  of  combating  this  illness  may  be  carefully  1 
considered.  ’ ’ 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Three  hundred  and  forty-four  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were 
notified  during  the  year,  and  one  death  was  registered  as  due  to 
this  disease.  The  attack  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  2.47- 
Two  hundred  and  seventy-four  (i.e. , 79  per  cent.)  of  the  notified 
cases  were  removed  to  the  City  Hospital. 

Amongst  the  Wards,  Cheylesmore  had  the  largest  number  of 
cases. 
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In  England  and  Wales  the  case  rate  per  i ,000  population  was 
2.16,  and  the  death  rate  0.0 1. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

There  were  three  cases  notified  as  Typhoid  Fever,  but  one 
of  these,  after  admission;  to>  and  observation  in  the  City  Hospital, 
was  found  not  to  be  suffering  from  this  disease.  The  two  other 
cases  were  treated  in  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital, 

‘ and  both  recovered. 

Chicken  Pox. 

This  disease  was  made  compulsorily  notifiable  within  the 
Citv  by  an  Order  of  the  City  Council  on  July  31st,  1923,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889, 
Section  7(1).  The  Order  came  into>  force  on  August  13th,  1923, 
and  was  for  a period  of  six  months;  it  has  since  been  renewed 
for  similar  periods. 

In  1927  the  number  of  notifications  received  was  645;  and 
intimations  were  received  from  school  teachers  in  regard  to  337 
cases  amongst  school  children. 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

Fourteen  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the  year, 
and  seven  deaths  were  attributed  to  it. 


The  number  of  notifications  of  this  disease  is  shown  in  the 
following  table  : — 


1919  1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

Total  in 

.. 

9 years. 

Notifications 

10 

8 

5 

7 

48 

20 

18 

14 

130 

Deaths 

7 

6 

3 

3 

8 

13 

9 

7 

56 

An  analysis  of  the  notifications  of,  and  the  deaths  from  this 
disease  during  1927  shows  the  age  incidence  of  attack  and  of 
decease  : — 


Ages  in  years 

Total 

0-1 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

over65 

Notification 

... 

# # 

3 

3 

7 

1 

14 

Deaths  . . 

• • 

1 

1 

3 

1 

. 3 i*  r 

1 

7 

70 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis,  etc. 

Two  notifications  of  this  disease  were  received,  one  of  thest 
being"  from  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital.  Both 
patients  died.  A further  death  (making"  three  ini  all)  was  regis- 
tered as  due  to  Post  Basal  Meningitis. 

One  notification!  of  Malaria  which  had  been  contracted  abroad 
was  received,  and  the  patient  subsequently  died,  her  death  being 
certified  as  due  to  Malignant  Malaria. 

No  notifications  were  received  in  regard  to  the  following 
diseases  : — Typhus  Fever,  Relapsing"  and  Continued  Fever, 
Dysentery,  Trench  Fever,  Acute  Poliomyelitis,  and  Acute  Polio- 
Encephalitis. 

Other  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

During"  the  year,  ioo  cases  of  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  and 
69  cases  of  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia  were  notified. 

The  deaths  registered  from  all  forms  of  Pneumonia  num- 
bered 70. 

Epidemic  Influenza. 

The  deaths  from  this  disease  occurring  during  the  year 
numbered  50. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  DIAGNOSIS  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 


The  total  number  of  specimens 

examined 

is  given 

below  : — 

Samples 

sent. 

Result 

positive. 

Result 

negative. 

Typhoid  Fever 

5 

I 

4 

Diphtheria 

1706 

3°° 

1406 

Phthisis 

603 

1 1 1 

492 

Syphilis 

670 

22 1 

449 

Gonorrhoea 

i55 

92 

63 

Spirochetes,  &c. 

8 

2 

6 

Totals 

3*47 

727 

2420 

Of  the  above  specimens,  419 

Diphtheria  swabs 

were  sent 

from  the  City  Hospital,  and  21 1 Wassermann  samples  from  the 
Venereal  Diseases  Treatment  Centre,  Coventry  and  Warwick- 
shire Hospital. 


In  ascertaining-  the  freedom  from  infection  of  school  children 
who  had  suffered  from  or  been  in  contact  with  Diphtheria,  and 
also  in  connection  with  outbreaks  of  this  disease  at  two  large 
schools,  the  School  Nurses  took  1,043  swabs. 

SMALL  POX. 

Small  Pox,  which  had  been  absent  from  the  City  since  July, 
1925,  again  made  an  appearance  on  May  9th,  1927,  and  from  that 
date  up  to  December  31st  there  were  28  cases  notified. 

The  cases  were  all  of  the  mild  variety  prevalent  in  various 
parts  of  England  and  Wales  at  the  present  time. 

The  28  cases  occurred  in  18  households,  5 houses  providing  15 
of  the  cases. 

Sixteen  of  the  cases  were  from  a definable  area  on  the  North- 
west edge  of  the  City  in  Foleshill  Ward,  and  8 of  these  attended 
the  Holbrook  Lane  School.  Two  of  these  children  were  found 
to  be  suffering  from  the  disease  when  attending-  the  School  Clinic, 
and  a subsequent  case  in  another  part  of  the  City  was  traced  to 
contact  with  these  at  the  Clinic. 

Two'  of  the  adult  male  cases  were  employed  at  the  same  motor 
works,  and  one  of  these  was  discovered  at  work. 

One  female  adult  ease  was  an  employee  at  a laundry,  and 
it  was  found  that  washing  from  infected  houses  had  been  dealt 
with  at  that  laundry. 

Three  of  the  cases  gave  a history  of  being  in  contact  with  a 
case  which  was  discovered  in  a Ward  of  the  Coventry  and 
Warwicksh  i re  H ospital. 

Three  cases  within  a short  period  prior  to  their  notification 
(and  within  the  incubation  period)  had  been  staying  out  of  the 
City  at  (1)  Blackpool,  (2)  Doncaster,  and  (3)  New  Brighton.  Full 
details  were  supplied  to  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  those 
places. 

The  recognition  of  the  disease  as  Small  Po'X  was  in  7 cases 
^ue  to  the  routine  enquiry  and  following-up  of  cases  of  alleged 
thicken  Pox  and  of  contacts  by  officers  of  the  Department ; in  2 
'nstances  the  cases  attended  and  were  discovered  at  the  School 
Clinic;  and  in  i case  the  man  was  found  at  work. 

In  three  cases  (adults,  aged  24,  32  and  58)  the  patients  had 
hcen  vaccinated  in  infancy;  the  other  2^  patients  had  never  been 

io|  vaccinated. 
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All  but  one  of  the  cases  were  admitted  to  Pinlev  Hospital. 
The  exception  was  a patient  whose  illness  had  practically  ceased 
when  it  was  recognised. 

The  ages  of  the  persons  suffering-  from  the  disease  are  shewn 
in  the  short  table  which  follows  : — 


Total 

Cases. 

Males. 

Females. 

Age  Groups— Years. 

Under  1 

1 to  5 

5 to  15 

15  to  25 

25  to  45 

45  to  65 

65  & over 

28 

11 

17 

1 

3 

15 

5 

3 

1 

Number 
vaccinated 
in  Infancy 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

(In  the  two  rural  districts  (outside  the  City)  which  adjoin 
Foleshill  Ward,  the  Coventry  Rural  District  and  the  Foleshill 
Rural  District,  23  cases  of  Small  Pox  were  notified,  16  being"  in 
the  first-named  and  7 in  the  latter.  The  16  in  the  one,  and  2 out 
of  the  7 in  the  other  occurred  in  an  area  immediately  contiguous 
to  that  part  of  the  City  from  which  16  of  our  cases  had  been  noti- 
fied. Of  the  23  rural  cases,  2 only  had  been  vaccinated,  and  that 
in  infancy). 

In  England  and  Wales  14,769  cases  were  notified  during  1927, 
and  48  deaths  were  registered  with  Small  Pox  as  one  of  the  con- 
tributory causes. 


Vaccination. 

The  following  are  the  returns  of  the  Vaccination  Officer  for 
the  past  six  years  : — 


Year. 

Births. 

Deaths 

Unvaccinat'd 

Vaccinated. 

Unvaccinat’d 

f 

Percentage 

Vaccinated 

1922 

2543 

189 

299 

2055 

11  7 

1923 

2421 

149* 

411 

1862 

16-9 

1924 

2354 

177 

476 

1701 

202 

1925 

2377 

127 

850 

1400 

35-75 

1926 

2377 

156 

594 

1627 

250 

1927 

2247 

112 

542 

1593 

94  12 

* One  of  the  deaths  related  to  a birth  registered  elsewhere. 
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Declarations  made  of 
Conscientious  Objection. 

1922  ...  ...  ...  1,880 

1923  ...  ...  ...  1,342 

1924  ...  ...  ...  1,082 

1925  ...  ...  ...  1,338 

1926  ...  ...  ...  1,4  78 

1927  ...  ...  ...  1,361 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  community  is  largely  an  unvaccinated 

one. 

In  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1927,  there  were  834 

persons — other  than  children  coming-  under  the  Act  of  1867 — who 
were  vaccinated,  and  of  these  599  were  primary  cases,  and  235 
were  re-vaccinations.  (These  fig-ures  relate  only  to  the  work  of 
the  Public  Vaccinators). 


SCHOOLS. 

As,  in  this  City,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also'  the 
School  Medical  Officer,  the  two  annual  reports  are  issued 
together,  and  some  amount  of  repetition  is  thereby  avoided.  (See 
Pa8T  145). 

Under  Section  39  of  the  Corporation  Act,  1900,  the  person 
in  charge  of  any  school  or  department  of  a school  is  required  to 
notify  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  when  it  is  stated  that  a 
scholar  is  suffering  from  an  infectious  disease.  All  known 
schools  and  departments  of  schools  are  supplied  with  stamped 
addressed  forms  for  this  purpose  by  your  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee, and  on  page  74  is  given  a table  of  the  notifications 
received  during  the  year. 


Notifications  received  from  Schools,  1927. 


School. 

Measles. 

Wrhooping 

Cough. 

Chicken 

Pox. 

m 

o 

r* 

f-3  *— « 

« 3 

CO 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria 

Mumps. 

Sore throat 

& sickness. 

Miscel-  1 

laneous  1 

Elementary  Schools: 

Broad  Street,  Boys  . . 

2 

Centaur  Road,  Boys. . 

6 

1 

1 

Cheylesmore,  Boys . . 

2 

3 

,,  Infants 

3 

, , 

# # 

Earlsdon,  Mixed 

1 

,,  Infants  .. 

i 

7 

i 

54 

6 

Edgevviok,  Mixed 

6 

1 

• • 

2 

5 

,,  Infants  .. 

7 

# . 

5 

# 

m # 

Folly  Lane,  Girls 

,,  Infants  .. 

43 

2 

1 

l 

• • 

. . 

Fredk.  Bird  Sen.,  Boys 

# . 

23 

5 

,,  Sen.,  Girls 

, , 

4 

4 

1 

44 

23 

,,  Jun.,Boys 

• • 

8 

. . 

rr 

( 

1 

,,  Jun.  Girls 

30 

8 

2 

4 

1 

190 

9 

c 

A 

Holbrook  Lane,  Boys 

, , 

• c 

15 

• , 

16 

11 

,,  Girls 

• . 

7 

. . 

• . 

35 

,,  Infants 

117 

6 

6 

2 

3 

1 

53 

] 

John  Gulson,  Boys  . . 

. * 

. . 

# # 

1 

Infants 

5 

3 

4 

8 

1 

3 

1 

Little  Heath  . . 

18 

# # 

, , 

• . 

Narrow  Lane,  Sen.,  M. 

1 

• « 

. , 

1 

,,  Jun.,  M. 

112 

147 

3 

4 

1 

8 

25 

15 

Paradise 

80 

18 

20 

1 

2 

2 

Radford,  Sen.,  Mixed 

1 

9 

i 

m # 

1 

Jun., 

42 

15 

1 

O 

O 

Red  Lane,  Girls 

1 

1 

1 

• « 

, , 

• • 

,,  Infants  .. 

54 

• • 

2 

. • 

. , 

• • 

St.  Peter’s  Junior  .. 

11 

1 

• • 

6 

* * 

South  Street,  Girls  .. 

5 

3 

• • 

,,  Infants 

18 

9 

13 

2 

Spon  Street  Boys 

• • 

3 

4 

• • 

• • 

,,  Girls  .. 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

,,  Infants 

4 

3 

4 

3 

1 

Stoke  Council,  Boys. . 

2 

3 

2 

,,  Girls.. 

. . 

6 

3 

2 

,.  Infants 

99 

2 

10 

7 

• • 

4 

•2 

■\ 

Wheatley  St.,  Boys  . . 

. . 

3 

2 

2 

,,  Girls  . . 

1 

1 

6 

3 

,,  Infants 

1 

1 

2 

All  Saints’,  Mixed  .. 

8 

i 

4 

6 

1 

2 

,,  Infants.. 

24 

5 

1 

Sacred  Heart  . . 

1 

1 

St.  Elizabeth's 

2 

# , 

1 

St  John’s  Senior  .. 

1 

2 

1 

,,  Junior  .. 

2 

# # 

1 

* * 

• • 

St.  Mark’s,  Mixed  . . 

m 9 

• 1 

2 

1 

, , Infants  . . 

3 

1 

2 

St.  Mary’s 

1 

3 

1 

1 

i 

St.  Michael’s,  Senior 

• • 

5 

• • 

, * 

• • 

,.  Junior 

14 

15 

• , 

• • 

l 

St.  Osburg’s,  Mixed  . . 

, . 

6 

3 

1 

. • 

• • 

,,  Infants 

1 

1 

. , 

f , 

• • 

> • 

Stoke  C.  of  E. 

24 

3 

2 

. , 

2 

• . 

• • 

Wheatley  St  , Special 

• • 

1 

1 

1 

• • 

Private  Schools. 

King  Henry  VIII. 

1 

. • 

0 

Coventry  Girls  School 

2 

• • 

2 

• * 

1. 

Totals 

722 

36 

337 

31 

i O 

36 

117 

394 

ss 

No  returns  were  received  from  the  following: — , lessor  J 

Elementary  Schools: — Broad  Street  Girls,  Centaur  Road  Girls,  Centaur  Road  Infants,  f 1 • . 

Folly  Lane  Bovs,  John  Gulson  Girls,  Red  Lane  Boys,  South  Street  Boys  and  St.  ■ 
Secondary  Schools:— Burr’s  Iljll,  Stoke  Park,  Junior  Technical  and  Bablake. 
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Cleansing  of  Verminous  Persons. 

Facilities  for  the  cleansing-  and  disinfecting  of  persons  are 
provided  at  the  Coventry  Union,  and  by  permission  of  the 
Guardians  may  be  utilised  by  any  infested  persons. 

A cleansing  Centre  is  provided  at  the  School  Clinic  for  the 
use  of  children.  Figures  showing  the  extent  to  which  this  has 
been  used  are  given  on  page  149. 

The  Council  has  adopted  Sections  48  and  49  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925,  which  contain  certain  powers  in  relation  to  the 
cleansing  of  verminous  persons.  The  Discharge  Block  at  the 
City7  Hospital  has  been  made  available  in  this  connection. 


Death  Rate  from  Infectious  Diseases. 


The  deaths  and  death  rate  from  the  seven  principal  infectious 
diseases  are  set  out  in  the  table  hereunder  : — 


Notified. 

Small  Pox  ...  28 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  344 

Diphtheria  ...  186 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  2 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Epidemic  Diarrhoea 


Case  Fatality 
Died.  per  cent. 

1 0.29 

2 1 I 1 .29 

5 — 

6 — 


33 


This  corresponds  to  a death  rate  of  0.23.  The  average  for 
the  previous  ten  years  was  0.29.  The  proportion  of  this  rate 
attributable  to  each  of  these  diseases  is  shown  hereafter,  together 
with  a comparative  statement  of  the  similar  figures  for  the  rest 
r (>f  the  country  (except  in  regard  to  Diarrhoea,  in;  which  case  the 
■'  figures  give  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  among  children 
- under  two  years  of  age  per  1,000  births). 
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Coventry 

England 

and 

Wales 

107  Great 
Towns. 

155  smaller 
Towns. 

Small  Pox 

o-oo 

000 

0 00 

000 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

0-007 

001 

001 

0-01 

Diphtheria 

. 

0-15 

0-07 

0 08 

0 05 

Typhoid  Fever 

o-oo 

001 

o-oi 

001 

Measles 

003 

009 

0-12 

0-07 

Whooping  Cough 

0-04 

009 

0 10 

0 08 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  . . 
(See  note  above) . 

4-36 

* 

6-3 

8-3 

50 

♦This  figure  is  based  on  the  deaths  of  children  under  two  years  from  Diarrhoea 
(including  thereunder  deaths  from  diseases  other  than  Epidemic  Diarrhoea  ana 
Iafective  Enteritis),  in  order  that  the  rate  may  be  comparable  with  that  for  the 
rest  of  the  country. 

It  will  be  noted  in  the  above  figures  for  the  year  that — with 
the  exception  of  Diphtheria — they  compare  favourably  with  the 
rest  of  the  country. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

During-  the  year  150  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
and  39  new  cases  of  Non-Pul  mo  nary  Tuberculosis  came  to  the 
notice  of  this  Department. 

There  were  12 1 deaths  registered  as  due  to  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  and  18  to'  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  giving  a 
death  rate  of  0.87  for  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  a rate  of  1.00 
for  all  forms  of  the  disease. 

The  routine  steps  taken  locally  to>  combat  this  disease  have 

been  dealt  with  in  previous  reports. 

In  17  instances  (10  pulmonary  and  7 non -pulmonary)  deaths  | 
were  registered  in  the  City  as  due  to  this  disease,  although  no 
notification  had  been  received  that  the  deceased  were  suffering 
from  tuberculosis.  In  these  cases  the  attention  of  the  medical 
man  was  called  to  his  failure  to  notify.  Four  inwardly  transfer- 
able deaths,  registered  as  due  to  this  disease  (2  pulmonary  and  2 
non-pulmonary)  related  to  persons  who  had  not  been  notified. 

It  will  be  seen  that  of  the  139  persons  dying  from  tuberculosis- 
during  the  year,  there  were  17  in  regard  to  whom  this  Depart-  { 
meet  had  no  previous  knowledge,  i.e.,  12.2  per  cent.,  or  aPProxl  1 
mately  one  out  of  every  eight. 


Return  of  Notifications  Received  in  1927  under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
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New  cases  of  Tuberculosis  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  Chief 
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Of  the  1 43  deaths  registered  as  due  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
or  occurring-  amongst  notified  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  it 
would  appear  that : — 
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The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  cases  of  pul- 
monary tuberculosis  which  have  come  to  our  notice  since  1912, 
the  number  of  deaths  yearly  amongst  those  cases,  the  number 
of  cases  leaving  the  City  or  lost  sight  of,  the  number  cancelled 
as  cured  or  quiescent,  and  the  total  number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  register. 

From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  of  the  5,099  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  that  have  come  to  our  notice  since  1912 — 


2,078  have  died,  i.e.  ...  ...  ...  40.7% 

1,113  have  left  the  City  or  been  lost  sight  of  ...  21.8% 

742  have  been  cancelled  as  cured  or  quiescent 

for  5 years  or  more  ...  ...  ...  14*5% 

1,166  remain  on  the  live  register  ...  ...  22.9% 


(It  may  be  noted  here  that  there  arc  445  names  on  the  live 
register  of  Non-pulmonarv  Tuberculosis). 
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DEATHS 

Cases 

cancelled 

Cases 

Cases 

Cases 
removed 
or  lost 
sight  o£. 

can 

Year 

Number 

of 

1912 

1917 

1922 

1924 

Total 

by 

agreement 

cancelled 
by  Tuber- 

celled : : 
Jhsease 

Cases 

to 

1916 

to 

1921 

1923 

1925 

1926 

1927 

Deaths 

with 

private 

doctors 

cu  1 osis 
Officer 

quiescent 
for  five  1 
years 

J 912 

4 1 1 

86 

14 

2 

3 

1 

3 

1 

110 

84 

20 

9 

21 

1913 

322 

118 

10 

• • 

• . 

1 

1 

2 

132 

80 

6 

3 

31 

1914 

308 

139 

20 

1 

3 

1 

1 

# # 

2 

167 

63 

8 

4 

30 

1915 

427 

124 

47 

4 

4 

2 

4 

4 

3 

192 

88 

9 

7 

49 

1916 

465 

80 

72 

4 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

164 

138 

8 

16 

67 

1917 

518 

150 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

168 

180 

11 

18 

77 

1918 

488 

116 

5 

1 

2 

6 

5 

4 

139 

152 

19 

16 

79 

1919 

346 

111 

8 

7 

4 

2 

, , 

1 

133 

71 

26 

20 

51 

1920 

296 

87 

19 

9 

6 

• . 

2 

4 

127 

73 

8 

21 

27 

1921 

278 

62 

26 

15 

8 

9 

6 

7 

133 

57 

7 

16 

24 

1922 

246 

# # 

72 

25 

14 

8 

6 

3 

128 

40 

8 

13 

3 

1923 

238 

60 

30 

27 

7 

6 

130 

8 L 

3 

2 

1924 

205 

62 

21 

12 

9 

104 

23 

2 

1 

1925 

208 

66 

27 

20 

113 

16 

1 

1 

1926 

193 

61 

31 

92 

11 

• . 

• . 

1927 

150* 

46 

46 

6 

Totals 

5099 

547 

689 

144 

133 

135 

149 

138 

143  f 

2078 

1113 

136 

147 

459 

* This  number  (150)  is  made  up  of : — Notifications  on  Forms  A.  and  B. 

Information  from  death  returns 


f This  figure  (143)  includes  7 deaths  of  notified  persons  registered  as  due  to  some  othe 
10  deaths  of  non-notified  persons,  and  12  deaths  of  persons  said  to  be  dead. 


The  following-  table  is  intended  to  show  how  many  ex- 
sanatorium  patients  were  known  to  be  “ remaining-  well  ” at  the 
end  of  the  year.  It  has  been  compiled  since  your  Council  first 
provided  Sanatorium  beds  in  1909.  It  should  furnish  a valuable 
index  of  the  permanence  of  the  benefit  derived  from  this  form  of 
treatment. 


PATIENTS. 


Lelt 

Year  of  No.  | Coventry, 
Admission  Admitted,  unable 

to  trace. 


1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 


19 

20 
23 
46 
60 

119 

139 

194 

179 

157 

127 

156 
149 
110 
147 
117 

157 
167 
135 


2221 


4 

4 

18 

32 
21 

33 

17 
2 

30 

34 

18 
13 
10 

6 

8 

9 

8 


19111912 


8 

13 

15 


7 

10 

16 

19 


1913 


5 

7 

12 

23 

33 


Known  to  be  Remaining  well  at  end  of  year. 

1920  1921  1922 


1914  1915 


4 

5 
9 

21 

38 

43 


4 

6 

11 

19 

35 

63 

86 


1916 


4 

5 
9 

21 

30 

54 

81 

114 


1917  1918 


3 

4 
9 

14 

26 

42 

81 

111 

104 


3 

2 

6 

14 

26 

42 

71 

100 

97 

51 


1919 


3 

3 

6 

14 

20 

39 

62 

100 

84 

76 

47 


3 

3 

4 

12 

19 

33 

52 

78 

74 


3 
2 

4 

12 

24 

40 

58 

82 

84 


64  73 

50  57 


53  76 

52 


3 

3 

4 
9 

17 

34 

48 


79 

72 

56 

67 

66 

44 


1924  192 


3 

3 

3 

7 

15 

31 

48 

66 

58 

53 

45 

44 

52 

42 

52 

21 


2 
2 
3 
10 
i5 
29 1 
38  if 
59 
55  ! 

53  ' 
49  f 
45  : 
40  : 
34  1 

54 


31 


31 


Thero  were  72  patients  in  Sanatoria  on  December  31st,  1927. 

Out  of  the  Total  (556)  remaining  well  at  the  end  of  the  year,  523  are  said  to  he  fit  f°r 

or  in  the  case  of  children,  able  to  go  to  School. 
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Phthisis  Deaths. 


Occupations  of  Persons  dying  from  Phthisis  in  1927 


Males. 

Females. 

Engineers : — 

Wives 

..  24 

Fitters  . . 

..  8 

Widows 

..  4 

Turners.. 

..  3 

Domestic  Servants 

. . 2 

Machinists 

..  10 

Engineering  Machinists 

..  2 

Labourers  . . 

..  14 

School 

..  2 

Porters 

..  3 

Book-keeper 

. . 1 

Examiners.. 

..  3 

Cardboard  Box  W orker  . . 

. . 1 

Carters 

..  2 

Celluloid  Worker,. 

. . 1 

Electricians 

..  2 

Ladies’  Companion 

..  1 

Filers 

. . 2 

Polisher 

. . 1 

Painters 

..  2 

Printer’s  Gummer 

..  1 

Packers 

..  2 

Tailoress  . 

..  1 

Sand  Blasters 

..  2 

Telephonist 

..  1 

Artificial  Silk  Worker 

. . 1 

No  Occupation 

..  7 

Baker 

..  1 

Caretaker  . . 

. . 1 

Clerk 

..  1 

49 

Draughtsman 

1 

Enameller  . . 

1 

Hardener 

1 

Hawker 

1 

Joiner 

1 

Newsagent. . 

. . 1 

Retired 

1 

Salesman  .. 

. . 1 

Sheet  Metal  Worker 

. . 1 

Stamper 

. . 1 

Storekeeper 

. . 1 

Tinsmith  . . 

. . 1 

Trimmer  . . 

. . 1 

Watchman . . 

. . 1 

Wheel  Maker 

..  1 

72 

82 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 


DURING  THE  LAST  54  YEARS. 


Year. 

Esti- 

mated 

Popu- 

lation. 

ee 

cc 

• r—i 

A 

Phthisis 

Death 

Averages 

of 

Phthisis 

1 & 

3 

0.2 

3 0 

V4  r , r-i 

03 

-4-3 

i Tuber- 
culosis 

C"] 

PL 

Rate. 

1 

Death 

Rates. 

<u  H 0 

^ H-l  0 

O ° 

0 

EH 

Death 

Rate. 

18711 

39,000 

38 

1-94 

\ 

12 

50 

2-56. 

1875 

39,446 

83 

2-14 

1 

34 

117 

2 96 

1876 

39,890 

70 

1-76 

1 

1-94 

22 

92 

2 30 

1877 

40,344 

66 

1-63 

>■ 

29 

95 

2 35 

1878 

40,778 

84 

2-06 

13 

97 

237 

1879 

41,222 

89 

2-15 

I 

22 

111 

268 

) 

1880 

41,666 

78 

1-87 

\ 

36 

114 

274 

\ 

1881 

42,111 

65 

1-54 

I 

28 

93 

2 20 

1882 

42,750 

62 

1-47 

1 

1 68 

22 

84 

1-96 

1883 

44,000 

74 

1-78 

y 

15 

89 

2 02 

r 

1 

1884 

44,500 

82 

1-84 

18 

100 

2-24 

1 

1 

1885 

45,000 

72 

1-60 

16 

88 

1-74 

) 

1886 

45,500 

60 

1-31 

13 

73 

1 60 

1887 

46,500 

70 

1-50 

25 

95 

2-04 

1888 

47,500 

61 

1-28 

1-58 

15 

76 

1 60 

l 

1889 

48,500 

103 

2-12 

f 

11 

114 

2 33 

r 

1890 

49,500 

91 

1-84 

| 

21 

112 

2 26 

1891 

52,724 

78 

1-47 

1 

14 

92 

1-74 

1892 

54,000 

79 

1-46 

33 

112 

2 07 

\ 

1893 

54,700 

70 

1-28 

30 

100 

1 82 

1894 

1895 

55,300 

56,000 

73 

70 

1-32 

1-25 

1-31 

32 

27 

105 

97 

1 88 
1 73 

1 

1 

1896 

59,151 

86 

1*45 

19 

105 

1 78 

I 

1897 

61,234 

69 

1-12 

33 

102 

1 66 

1898 

61,555 

64 

1-031 

28 

92 

1-49 

1899 

61,796 

85 

1-37 

29 

114 

1 84 

1900 

1901 

70,075 

70,300 

105 

83 

1-49 

1-18 

■ 

1-22 

36 

35 

141 

118 

2 01 

1 67 

1902 

73,000 

81 

1-10 

39 

120 

1-64 

. 

1903 

75,700 

87 

1 15  i 

43 

130 

1-71 J 

1904 

77,500 

78 

l-00\ 

30 

108 

1-39 

1905 

81,000 

75 

092 

29 

104 

1-28 

1906 

83.900 

88 

1-04 

1-09 

40 

128 

1-51 

1907 

87,000 

108 

1-24 

42  I 

150 

1-72 

>* 

1908 

91,000 

120 

1-31 

41 

161 

1 76  i 

1909 

93,500 

97 

1-03 

37 

134 

1-43 

1910 

102,000 

88 

0-87\ 

49 

137 

l-35\ 

1911 

107,287 

87 

080 

30 

117 

1-08 

1912 

111,166 

115 

103 

1-05 

34 

149 

1-34 

1913 

115,064 

*135 

1-17 

41 

176 

1-52 

1914 

119,003 

149 

1-25 

31 

180 

1-51 

1915 

122,982 

147 

1-19/ 

44 

191 

1-55 

1916 

127,089 

155 

l-22\ 

42 

197 

l-55 

1917 

130,000 

154 

1-18 

52 

206 

1-58 

1918 

1919 

133.000 

136.000 

168 

131 

1 26  1 
0 96  f 

1-07 

44 

36 

212 

167 

1-59 
1-22  ( 

1920 

130,000 

128 

098 

32 

160 

1-23 

1921 

128,205 

*110 

0-86/ 

31 

141 

1-10/ 

1922 

129,000 

134 

1-04  v 

19 

153 

1-18\ 

1923 

L30,500 

124 

0-95 

25 

149 

1-14 

1924 

32,000 

119 

0-90 

0-95 

28 

147 

111 

1925 

133,500 

141 

1-05  ' 

24 

165 

1-23  f 

1926 

135,000 

125 

0-92 

22 

147 

1 08 

1927  1 

1.39,000 

121 

0-87/ 

18 

1 

139 

1-00 

Averages 
of  Tuber- 
culosis 
Death 
Rates. 


2-53 


2-15 


1 93 


1-82 


1-72 


1-81 


1-89 


1-38 


1T2 


* If  this  table  is  compared  with  thecorresponding  table  in  previous  Reports, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  figures  for  the  years  1913  to  1921  differ  from  those  for- 
merly given.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  deaths  from  miliary  tuberculosis, 
which  during  those  years  were  included  under  “phthisis,”  are  now  by 
international  agreement,  classified  under  “ Other  forms  of  tuberculosis," 
and  the  table  has  been  altered  accordingly, 
t Half  year  only. 


rate  of  notifications  and  death  rate  from 
respiratory  tuberculosis  PER  10,000  POPULATION. 


The  (lotted  lines  represent  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales 
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The  previous  table  is  deserving-  of  more  than,  a casual  survey. 
It  is  a well-known  fact  that  during-  the  past  60  years  the  death 
rate  from  tuberculous  diseases  has  been  steadily  falling.  In  all 
it  has  fallen  more  than  50%,  i.e.,  the  rate  is  less  than  half  what 
it  was. 

The  figures  for  the  country  generally  correspond  with  the 
local  figures  ; but  to  eliminate  the  irregularities  given  by  the  limited 
local  figures  I have  grouped  the  years  together  in  periods  of  six 
and  given  the  averag-e  for  each  period.  The  decline  in  these  aver- 
ages, both  for  Phthisis  and  for  all  Tuberculosis  deaths  is  striking. 

The  fact  of  the  fall  is  outstanding  and  cannot  be  denied.  But 
there  are  considerable  differences  of  opinion  concerning  the  cause 
of  the  fall. 

Some  would  desire  to>  ascribe  the  fall  to.  the  improved  sani- 
tary conditions  which  began  in  the  seventies,  to  the  great  Public 
Health  Act  of  1875,  to  the  appointment  of  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  and  Inspectors  of  Nuisances,  which  then  became  compul- 
sory. The  explanation  is  attractive  and  primci  facie  would  appear 
to  he  more  than  a mere  coincidence. 

Others  would  give  more  weight  to  the  improved  standards 
of  living;  to  the  higher  wages  and  better  feeding  of  the  people, 
which  has  undoubtedly  occurred.  Some  appearance  of  truth  is 
lent  to  this  by  the  decided  rise  which  occurred  in  the  war  years, 
when  individual  nutrition  suffered  some  set-back. 

Others  have  desired  to  draw  attention  to  the  frontal  attack 
against  the  disease  bv  Tuberculosis  Schemes  and  the  institution 
of  sanatoria.  The  more  general  resort  to.  sanatoria  is  limited  to 
the  past  quarter  of  a century,  and  Tuberculosis  Schemes  owe  then- 
origin  mostly  to  the  National  Health  Insurance  Act  of  1911.  An 
examination  of  the  local  figures — and  thev  correspond  with  the 
national  figures — shews  actually  that  there  has  been  a slowing 
down  in  the  rate  of  fall  in  the  last  half  of  the  period  dealt  with. 
In  the  Phthisis  figures  the  decline  in  each  successive  6-vear  period 
m the  first  half  of  the  table  shews  an  average  of  .t8,  and  in  the 
second  half  of  .07;  the  total  Tuberculosis  death  rate  similarly 
shews  an  average  decline  of  .20  in  the  first  half;  and  a decline  of 
•r5  in  the  second  half.  If  the  frontal  attack  bv  Tuberculosis 
'ehemes  had  had  any  effect,  an  acceleration  of  the  declining 
fienth  rnte  might  have  been  expected. 

Others  again  prefer  to  ascribe  the  fall  to  a cvcle  in  the  infec- 
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tivity  and  virulence  of  the  disease.  Such  cycles  are  known  to 
occur  in  infectious  diseases.  Thirty  years  ago'  Scarlet  Fever  was 
a virulent  disease  with  a high  fatality  ; to-day  it  is  a mild  illness 
with  a low  fatality.  It  may  again  assume  a virulent  character. 

A study  of  epidemiology  over  long  periods  shews  that  this 
sequence  of  events  in  infectious  diseases  has  occurred. 

Others  advance  the  hypothesis  that  the  decline  is  due  to  a 
gradual  acquisition  of  immunity  to'  the  disease  by  the  general 
population,  by  a process  of  inheritance  and  selection. 

Whatever  the  explanation  mav  be,  the  decline  in  the  mortal  i 
power  of  this  fell  “ white  scourge  ” which  has  taken  toll  of  the 
younger  of  the  population  in  the  vears  of  their  best  activity,  is  to 
be  welcomed  ; and  if  the  present  decline  continues,  Tuberculosis 
will  cease  to  be  one  of  the  most  important  illnesses  that  we  have 
to  contend  with. 

Report  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

Dr.  J.  McG.  Williams  reports  as  follows  : — 

“ During  1927  the  number  of  new  Coventry  patients  examined 
at  or  in  connection  with  the  Dispensary  in  The  Quadrant  was  590,  > 
as  compared  with  593  in  1926,  and  341  in  1925.  Of  the  590 
patients  examined,  545  attended  the  Dispensary,  and  45  were 
examined  in  their  homes.  The  total  attendances  of  Coventry 
patients  at  the  Dispensary  amounted  to>  2,797,  and  48  home  visits  • 
to  old  patients  were  made  during  the  year.  For  convenience,  the 
93  home  visits  to  old  and  new  patients  are  counted  as  attendances 
at  the  Dispensary,  making  a total  of  2,890  attendances.  In  1926 
the  number  of  attendances -was  2,951,  and  in  1925,  2,846. 

The  Dispensary  is  open  on  Tuesdays  from  5 to  9 p.m.,  and 
on  Fridays  from  2 to  5 p.m.,  but  patients  can  be  seen  on  other 
days  by  appointment,  and  during  the  year  the  Dispensary  was 
frequentlv  open  on  other  davs  for  the  examination  of  contacts 
and  old  patients. 

Dr.  R.  French,  Assistant  Tuberculosis  Officer  in  the  Joint 
Tuberculosis  Committee’s  area  for  the  last  eight  years,  resigned 
on  being  appointed  Tuberculosis  Officer  for  the  County  of  North- 
ampton, and  left  to  take  up  his  new  duties  in  December.  Dr. 

R.  J.  C'yriax  was  transferred  to  the  southern  part  of  the  County, 
and  Dr.  R.  G.  R.  West  was  appointed  Assistant  Tuberculosis 
Officer  for  the  northern  part.  Dr.  C.  E.  V.  Horne  resigned  his 
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post  at  the  Memorial  Sanatorium  to  take  up  private  practice,  and 
Dr.  M.  Gerber  has  been  appointed  Assistant  Resident  Medical 
Officer  in  his  place. 

The  Joint  Tuberculosis  Committee  had,  during  1927,  191 
Sanatorium  beds  available  in  their  own  Sanatoria,  150  being  at 
the  Memorial  Sanatorium,  and  41  at  Bramcote.  In  addition  they 
have  35  hospital  beds  available  for  patients  suffering  from  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis.  The  Joint  Committee  also  send  suitable 
cases  to  Colonies  for  treatment  and  training. 

In  addition  to  the  following  tables,  which  give  the  usual  infor- 
mation about  the  Coventry  patients  dealt  with  under  the  Joint 
Committee’s  scheme,  further  tables  will  be  found  in  the  appendix 
to  this  Report : — 


New  Patients — New  Patients — 


Adults  \ 

Male 

..  205  \ 

1 

Pulmonary 

108 

Female 

. . 165 

Non-Pulmonary 

16 

V 

Male 

>•  590* 

. . 104  ; 

Not  Tuberculous 

463 

Children 

Female 

. . 116  ' 

Doubtful  (under  observa- 
tion 31st  Dec.,  1927) 

3 

* Including  5 transfers  from  other  areas. 


On  Dispensary 
Treatment 

1st  January,  1927. 

Put  on  Dispensary 
Treatment 
during  1927. 

Total. 

Insured 

1 

6 

7) 

13 

Uninsured 

8 

3 

6; 

Contacts  Examined. 

Tuberculous. 

Not  Tuberculous. 

Doubtful — under 
observation. 

218 

4 

214 

0 

Contacts. 


Males. 

FemaleB. 

Totals. 

Over  15 

27 

50 

77 

Under  15 

69 

72 

141 

G 
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Attendances  of  Coventry  patients  ...  2,890 

Attendances  of  County  patients  ...  1,270 


4, 160 


At  the  end  of  1926,  eig-ht  doubtful  cases  were  under  observa- 
tion; two  of  these  were  diagnosed  as  being-  tuberculous  during 
1927 — one  pulmonary  and  oue  non-pulmomary.  Particulars  con- 
cerning- these  two  patients  are  included  in  the  following-  tables, 
bringing-  the  total  number  of  patients  under  consideration  to  592. 


Stage  of  Disease  ( New  Cases). 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Doubtful 

under 

observa- 

tion. 

Not 

Tuber- 

culous. 

Total.  1 

Tubercle 

Bacilli 

not 

present. 

Tubercle  Bacilli 
present. 

Bones 

and 

Joints 

Abdom- 

inal 

Other 

Organs 

Peri- 

pheral 

Glands 

Stage 

1 

Stage 

2 

Stage 

3 

12 

21 

41 

35 

9 

5 

0 

3 

3 

463 

592 

109 

17 

The  466  moni-tuberculous  and  doubtful  cases  are  not  included 
in  the  following-  tables  : — 


Age  Periods  ( New  Cases). 


0 

6 

5-10. 

10-15. 

15-20. 

20-25. 

25-30. 

30-35. 

35-40. 

O 

45-50. 

50  55. 

55  60. 

Over  60. 

Total. 

1 

7 

5 

18 

17 

18 

15 

13 

8 

10 

10 

1 

3 

126 

Condition  of  Teeth  ( New  Cases). 


Good,  up  to 

4 Decayed. 

More  than 

4 Decayed. 

Pyorrhoea 

Alveolaris 

Dentures. 

Partial  or  Complete. 

Total. 

65 

20 

14 

27 

126 

t 


Family  History  of  Tuberculosis  ( New  Cases). 


Near  Relative(s) 
Tuberculous. 

Distant  Relative(s) 
Tuberculous. 

No  Relatives 
Tuberculous. 

Total. 

38 

9 

79 

126 
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Sputum  Examination. — Four  hundred  and  seventy-five  (475) 
specimens  of  sputum  were  examined  in  the  Laboratory  at  the 
Dispensary,  and  308  specimens  were  sent  to  the  Lister  Institute. 
The  sputum  of  97  of  the  109  definite  eases  of  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis contained  tubercle  bacilli,  five  patients  had  no>  sputum,  and 
the  sputum  of  seven  patients  was  negative. 


Institutional  Treatment. — Information  concerning  the  number 
of  admissions  and  discharges,  average  length  of  stay,  and  institu- 
tions made  use  of  during  the  year,  is  given  in  the  following 
tables  : — 


Sanatoria  : — 

Bramcote 

Memorial 

Hospitals  : — 

Birmingham  Orthopaedic 

Coventry  and  Warwickshire 

Forelands 

Manfield 

Rugby 

Victoria  Park  ... 

Woodlands 


Admissions. 

5 2 

90 

I 

I 

I 

I 

4 

1 

o 

LSI 


Discharges 

47 

103 

1 

o 

o 

o 

2 
O 


155 


Deaths  in  Institutions  ( included  in  discharges)  : — 


Bramcote  Sanatorium  ...  ...  ...  10 

Memorial  .Sanatorium  ...  ...  ...  7 

Rugby  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  1 


18 


Average  duration  of  treatment,  all  institutions  24.1  weeks 
Average  duration  of  treatment,  Bramcote 

Sanatorium  ...  ...  ...  17.6  weeks 

Average  duration  of  treatment,  Memorial 

Sanatorium  ...  ...  ...  25.6  weeks 

Details  as  to'  the  immediate  results  of  institutional  treatment 
l7'll  be  found  in  Table  II.  of  the  appendix  to  this  Report. 
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Contributions  by  Patients. — The  Treasurer  informs  me  that 
during-  the  year  the  total  amount  received  from  Warwickshire 
and  City  patients  was  ^269  19s.  id.  The  amount  received  in 
1926  was  jQ 266  5s.  3d.;  in  1925,  ^'239  4s.  nd.  ; and  in  1924, 
^576  14s1,  id.  In  1925  a voluntary  system  of  payment  was 
adopted. 

Old  cases  of  at  least  six  months’  duration  were  examined 
with  a view  to  finding  out  their  working  capacity.  The  following 
table  gives  the  number  at  work,  the  number  fit  for  light  work, 
and  the  number  not  working  and  unfit  for  work  of  any  kind  : — 


Doing  some  work 
at  date  of 
examination. 

Not  working, 
but  fit  for 
light  work. 

Unfit  for  work 
of  any  kind. 

Total 

261 

47 

133 

441 

59-2% 

10-6% 

30-2% 

Contacts. — Routine  examination  of  contacts  was  continued. 
Little  difficulty  was  experienced  in  arranging  the  examinations, 
and  only  six  contacts  failed  to>  keep  their  appointments.  It  was 
found  that  4 persons  out  of  the  218  examined  were  definitely  tuber- 
culous. Further  particulars  will  be  found  in  the  Tables  earlier 
in  this  Report  and  in  the  appendix. 

Dispensary  Treatment. — The  number  of  patients  who  had  this 
form  of  treatment  was  13. 

X-Ray  Examinations . — There  were  686  X-Ray  examinations 
of  Coventry  patients!  made1  during  1927;  of  these,  668  were  screen 
examinations  and  18  were  photographs.  Six  hundred  and  seventy 
(670)  examinations  of  the  chest  were  made  and  16  examinations, 
of  other  parts  of  the  body.  In  1926  the  number  of  X-Ray  exanu-1 
nations  was  594. 

Shelters. — The  Joint  Committee  continued  to  make  use  of  the  • 
shelters  owned  by  the  City  Council,  as  in  previous  years.  On 
the  31st  December,  1927,  nine  of  the  Coventry  shelters  were  in 
use.  During  the  year  six  shelters  were  removed  on  ceasing  to 
be  required,  and  one  was  erected  at  a new  address. 

Children.— Two  hundred  and  nine  (209)  children  up  to  the 
age  of  15  attended  the  Dispensary  for  examination.  Of  these, 
six  were  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  four  from  j 
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non-pulmonary  tuberculosis.  The  pulmonary  cases  were  classified 
into  Stag-e  I.,  3;  Stage  II.,  o;  Stage  III.,  3. 

Dental  Treatment. — Dental  treatment  was  given  to  patients 
needing  it  at  the  Memorial  and  Bramcote  Sanatoria.  Particulars 
of  the  cases  treated  in  these  Sanatoria  appear  in  the  reports  of 
the  Medical  Officers  of  these  Institutions  to  the  House  Commit- 
tees. No  patients  on  Dispensary  or  Domiciliary  Treatment  had 
dental  treatment  during  the  year. 

After-Care. — Efforts  were  made  to  obtain  suitable  employ- 
ment, clothing  and  financial  help  for  necessitous  cases,  on  the  same 
lines  as  in  previous  years.  Gifts  of  clothing  and  sums  of  money 
amounting  to  £ 1 8 11s.  1 1 cl.  were  received  from  various  sources. 
There  were  166  applications  for  help,  and  the  cases  were  dealt 
with  by  the  Tuberculosis  Nurse  as  follows  : — 

Financial  help,  21;  employment  found,  5;  clothing  supplied, 
33;  relief  from  Guardians  arranged,  4;  admitted  to  Infirmary,  5; 
special  nursing  arrangements,  25;  sent  to  convalescent  homes,  10; 
special  social  service,  17;  assistance  to  ex-soldiers  in  connection 
with  pensions,  2;  houses  obtained,  2;  coal  tickets,  28.;  unable  to 
help,  14. 

The  Tuberculous  Nurse  made  403  visits  to  patients’  homes, 
43  of  these  being  to  discharged  ex-service  men  ; and  the  Health 
Visitors  paid  1,962  such  visits,  of  which  31  were  to  discharged 
soldiers  and  sailors. 

Extra  Nourishment. — The  Joint  Committee  continued  to 
grant  extra  nourishment  to  suitable  cases.  Their  expenditure 
must  not  exceed  £ 2 per  thousand  of  the  population  of  the  area. 
During  the  year  the  Committee  provided  extra  nourishment  for 
40  Coventry  patients.  The  Treasurer  informs  me  that  the  sum 
°1  £ 573  3s.  4d.  was  spent  on  extra  nourishment  in  Warwickshire 
and  Coventry  in  1927.  In  1926  the  amount  spent  was  £557 
Jis.  gd.  As  a general  rule,  the  Committee  do  not  give  grants  of 
extra  nourishment  to  patients  whose  total  family  income,  after 
deducting  the  rent,  exceeds  10/-  per  head  per  week. 

Payment  of  Patients'  Travelling  Expenses. — The  Joint  Com- 
mittee have  power  to  pay  the  travelling  expenses  of  necessitous 
Xitients  between  their  homes  and  Dispensaries  and  Sanatoria, 
during  the  year  1927  the  small  sum  of  2s.  iid.  was  paid. 
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Cooperation  with  the  General  Practitioners  continues  on  a 
most  satisfactory  basis,  as  it  always  has  done.  This  is  of  great 
importance,  as,  without  the  goodwill  and  help  of  the  doctors  in 
general  practice,  no>  local  scheme  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment 
of  tuberculosis  could  function  properly. 

The  following  information  relating  to'  the  incidence  of  and 
deaths  from  tuberculosis,  and  the  provision  made  for  the  treat-  j 
ment  of  the  disease,  may  be  of  interest.  The  statistics  are  taken 
from  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Minis- 
try of  Health  for  the  year  1926. 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  England  and 
Wales  fell  from  90,908  in  1916,  to>  79,654  in  1926.  The  number 
for  1926  was  1,783  less  than  the  number  for  1925.  The  number 
of  deaths  registered  from  tuberculosis  fell  from  53,858  in  1916,  tc 
37,525  in  1926,  the  deaths  in  1926  being  2,862  less  than  in  1925. 

In  England,  on  the  1st  February,  1927,  tuberculosis  work 
was  being  carried  on  in  442  Dispensaries,  and  in  addition  69  other 
premises,  including  Orthopaedic  Out-Patient  Departments,  were 
approved  for  special  forms  of  treatment.  The  number  of  approved 
Residential  Institutions  on  that  date  was  482,  providing  22,202 
beds.  ’ ’ 


The  salient  features  of  the  annual  reports  on  the  Memorial 
Sanatorium  (by  Dr.  Heaf)  and  on  Bramcote  Sanatorium  (by  Dr. 
Williams)  are  set  out  on  the  following  pages  : — 


I.— THE  MEMORIAL  SANATORIUM. 

Patients. — Statistics  relating  to>  admissions  and  discharges, 
stage  of  disease,  and  treatment  administered  during  the  year 

TABLE  I. 

Warwickshire  Patients. 


In  Inst,  on 
Jan.  1st.  1927 

Admitted 
during  the 
year 

Discharged 
during  the 
year 

Died  in 
the  Inst. 

In  Inst,  on  . 
Dec.  31st  19* 

No.  of 
Patients 

Adults  | 

Chil-  j M. 
dren  | F. 

31 

29 

12 

9 

68 

49 

15 

10 

65 

44 

10 

6 

4 

1 

2 

30 

33 

17 

11 

f M 

2 

2 

No.  of 

Adults -j  p 

2 

2 

• •• 

Observation 

Chil-  |M. 

3 

2 

5 

... 

... 

Cases 

dren  IF. 

3 

3 

... 



Total  ... 

• • • • • • 

87 

148 

137 

T 

91 

9i 


Coventry  Patients. 


No  of 
Patients 

Adults 

Chil- 

dren 

M. 

[F 

M. 

(F 

31 

18 

4 

2 

52 

26 

6 

2 

50 

33 

2 

3 

4 

3 

29 

8 

8 

1 

No.  of 
Observation 
Cases 

Adults  - 

Chil-  | 
dren  | 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

... 

... 

Total  ... 

... 

59 

90 

96 

7 

46 

TABLE  II. 

Stages  of  Disease  on  Admission 
Warwickshire  Patients. 


Class  Tubercle 
Bacilli  minus 

Stage 

1 

Stage 

2 

Stage 

3 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Observation 

33 

14 

44 

28 

6 

12 

Warwickshire  Total  137 

i 

Coventry  Patients. 


Class  Tubercle 
Bacilli  minus 

Stage 

1 

Stage 

2 

Stage 

3 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Observation 

14 

12 

31 

30 

1 

8 

Coventry  Total  96 


TABLE  III. 

Condition  on  Discharge. 


WARWICKSHIRE  PATIENTS. 


Quiescent. 

Improved. 

No  material 
improvement. 

Died. 

Observation. 

15 

67 

43 

7 

12 

Warwickshire  Total  144 

COVENTRY  PATIENTS. 

4 

61 

23 

7 

8 

Coventry  Total  103 


Oration  of  Stay. 


TABLE  IV. 

WARWICKSHIRE  PATIENTS. 


fo 


• of  patients  discharged  during  1927,  who  had  more  than  12  months  treat- 
ment 


11 

n 

11 


1 1 
11 
11 


11 

11 

11 


11 

11 

11 


11 

11 

11 


6-12 

3-6 


under  3 


11 

11 

11 


11 

11 

11 


24 

37 

35 

29 
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No.  of  observation  cases  discharged  during  1927  who  had  under  1 week’s  ob- 


y y 

y y 

y y y y 

servation 

..  1-2 

y y 

y y 

> • yy 

» 2-4 

y » 

1 9 

y » y » 

,,  more  than  4 ,, 

— 

Total 

COVENTRY  PATIENTS. 

No.  of  patients  discharged  during  1927,  who  had  more  than  12  months  treat- 
ment 7 

>>  >>  >»  6-12  ,,  ,,  35 

>>  >»  >»  >>  >>  3-6  ,,  ,,  27 

» »»  „ „ n under  3 „ „ 19 

No.  of  observation  cases  discharged  during  1927  who  had  under  1 week’s  ob- 
servation 1 
1-2  , „ 1 

„ 2-4  ,,  „ 2 

more  than  4 ,,  ,,  4 

Total  . . 96 

Average  duration  of  stay  of  Warwickshire  patients  27  "8  weeks. 

„ „ „ Coventry  „ 25-6  „ 


» J 
> J 

y y 


Classification!  of  the  first  8oo  admissions,  according"  to  their 


occupations  : — 

Male. 

Factory  Workers  ...  ...  57% 

Miners  ...  ...  ...  ...  81% 

Office  Workers  ...  ...  ...  7T% 

Shop  Assistants  & Trades-people  7 1% 

Farm  Workers  ...  5-3% 

Railway  Workers  . ..  2-4% 

Miscellaneous  Out-door  Workers  11*2% 
Unclassified  ...  ...  ...  1*8% 


Female. 


Factory  Workers 

...  26-6% 

Domestic  Servants 

...  1M% 

Office  Workers  ... 

...  9-3% 

Shop  Assistants 

...  11-6% 

Nurses 

...  4"3% 

Housewives 

...  37-1% 

Laboratory. — The  total  number  of  Sputum  examinations  made 
was  700.  The  total  number  of  Pathological  examinations  made 
was  150.  Three  animal  innoculations  were  performed. 

X-Ray  Work. — During"  the  year  we  have  made  : — 
i,333  Screen  examinations. 

1 15  Photographs. 

Treatment. — During  the  year  : — 

34  patients  commenced  treatment  by  Artificial  Pneumothorax. 


55 

have  been  treated 

by  Artificial  Pneumothorax. 

24 

yy  yy 

with  Sanocrysin. 

2 

yy  yy 

by  Vaccines. 

CO  00 

yy  yy 

yy  yy 

with  Tuberculin. 

by  Artificial  Sunlight  (47  adults,  11  childr011 

3 were  sent  to  Victoria  Park  Hospital  for  Surgical  Treatment. 

cn  o -h  a> 
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Number  of  attendances  made  by  Out-patients  for  Special  7 reat- 
ment  and  Examinations  : — % 

271  attendances  for  treatment  by  Artificial  Pneumothorax. 

141  ,,  ,,  „ ,,  „ Sunlight. 

16  ,,  „ ,,  of  Larynx. 

70  ,,  ,,  examinations. 

498  Total  attendances. 


During-  the  year  treatment  and  administration  have  been  con- 
tinued along-  the  same  lines  as  indicated  in  my  Report  for  1926. 
Special  treatment  has  been  administered  to  a larger  number  of 
cases,  and  it  is  pleasing-  to  note  that  there  is  now  little  difficulty- 
in  persuading-  patients  to  receive  such  treatment. 

The  great  improvement  in  the  hot-water  service  and  the 
additional  store  accommodation,  have  facilitated  the  management 
of  the  Institution. 


II. — BRAMCOTE  SANATORIUM. 

Patients. — The  usual  information  concerning-  the  admissions 
and  discharges  of  patients,  stage  of  disease,  and  the  results  of 
treatment,  are  given  in  the  following  tables  : — 


TABLE  A. 


Warwickshire 

Coventry 

Patients 

Patients 

1 oiai 

Adults 

Children 

Adults 

Children 

Adults 

Children 

M 1 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M , 

F 

M 

F 

In  the  Sanatorium  on 

31st  Dec.,  1926.. 

17 

12 

• • 

• • 

9 

3 

• • 

26 

15 

• • 

• • 

Admitted  during  1927 

48 

29 

1 

2 

39 

11 

• • 

2 

87 

40 

1 

4 

Discharged  during 

1927 

28 

18 

• • 

1 

19 

8 

1 

47 

26 

2 

Transferred  to  Mem- 

orial  Sanatorium 

15 

5 

• • 

6 

1 

• • 

21 

6 

•• 

. • 

Transferred  to  other 

Institutions 

3 

• • 

• • 

Tied  . . 

12 

7 

. . 

1 

6 

4 

• • 

• • 

18 

11 

• • 

1 

Remaining  in  Sana- 

torium,  31st  Dec., 
1927 

10 

11 

1 

.. 

14 

1 

• • 

1 

24 

12 

1 

1 

94 


TABLE  B. 

On  Admission. — Stage  of  Disease. 

Pulmonary — 


Tubercle  Bacilli  Tubercle  Bacilli  Not 

minus  plus  Tuberculous  Total 


Stage  1. 

Stage  2. 

Stage  3. 

4 

3 

28 

90 

5 

130 

Non-Pulmonary. — Bones  and  Joints,  2. 


TABLE  C. 


The  average1  duration  of  stay,  excluding  patients  transferred 
to  the  Memorial  Sanatorium  and  other  Institutions,  was  15.09 
weeks.  The  average  length  of  treatment  at  Bramcote  of  the 
patients  transferred  was  17.95  weeks,  and  of  those  who  died,  the 
average  duration  of  life  in  the  Sanatorium  was  19.46  weeks. 

Dental  Treatment. — Seven  patients  received  dental  treatment 
during  the  year  under  review  at  an  estimated  cost  of  fQi  17s.  6d. 

Sputum  Examinations. — The  examination  of  the  sputum  of 
patients  is  carried  out  at  the  Chief  Dispensary.  Between  the  1st 
January,  1927,  and  the  31st  December,  1927,  222  such  examina- 
tions were  made. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  free  clinic  established  at  the  Coventry  and  Warwick- 
shire Hospital  has  been  continued,  and  the  return  of  the  work  done 
in  this  department  of  the  Hospital  is  set  out  in  tabular  form. 

It  will  be  seen  that  out  of  a total  of  1,199  patients,  139.  or 
1 1.6  per  cent.,  ceased  to  attend  the  clinic  before  their  first  course 
of  treatment  was  completed;  20,  or  1.7  per  cent.,  ceased  attend- 
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ance  after  one  or  more  courses  but  before  completing-  treatment ; 
and  19,  or  1.6  per  cent.,  did  not  attend  for  final  tests,  although 
they  completed  their  treatment. 

There  are  twenty  g-eneral  practitioners  qualified  to  receive 
free  supplies  of  salvarsan  substitutes;  and  to  these,  53  doses  of 
Novarsenobillon,  96  doses  of  Sulfarsenol,  9 doses  of  Kharsulphan, 
and  3 doses  of  M eta rsenobi lion  have  been  supplied  during-  the 
year. 

Four  hundred  and  fifty-nine  specimens  for  the  Wassermann 
Test,  and  5 for  the  detection  of  Gonococci  have  been  submitted 
by  private  practitioners. 

Dr.  Hawley,  the  Medical  Officer  in  charg-e  of  this  Depart- 
ment at  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital,  kindly  reports 
as  follows  : — 

“ The  number  of  new  cases  last  year  was.  355,  which  shews 
an  increase  of  55  over  the  number  for  1926.  The  new  cases  of 
Syphilis  number  147,  as  against  106  last  year,  and  there  were 
142  new  cases  of  Gonorrhoea,  as  compared  with  129  in  1926;  an 
increase  to  the  extent  of  41  cases  of  Syphilis  in  one  year  is  rather 
more  than  we  have  previously  experienced.  This  possibly  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  V.D.  Clinic  is  better  known  and  more  fully 
appreciated. 

The  number  of  out-patient  attendances  shews  an  increase 
from  7,611  in  1926  to  7,823,  and  the  number  of  in-patient  days 
has  also  increased  from  1,284  *n  >9-6  to  1,475  yast  year. 

The  Arsenobenzene  Compounds  in  use  during-  the  year  have 
included  Stabilarsan  and  Sulfarsenol,  and  the  number  of  doses 
administered  during-  the  year  numbered  2,678. 

The  Pathological  Laboratory  at  this  Hospital  is  of  assistance 
to  the  Venereal  Diseases  Department,  and  135  specimens  of 
Gonococci,  etc.,  have  been  sent  for  examination.” 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 
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V.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Act,  1918. 

The  work  in  connection  with  the  local  scheme  under  the  above 
Act  has  continued  throughout  the  year.  This  includes  : — 

(1)  The  visiting-  of  children  from  birth  to  5 years  of  ag-e. 

(2)  The  provision  of  a Welfare  Centre  with  five  afternoon 

sessions  per  week,  at  two  of  which  a Medical  Officer  is 
present. 

(3)  The  provision  of  dried  milk  for  sale,  or  for  free  or 

part  cost  distribution  in  suitable  cases. 

(4)  The  provision  of  a special  ante-natal  clinic  twice  each 

month. 

(5)  The  provision  for  sale  of  maternity  outfits. 

(6)  The  provision  of  maternity  beds. 

(7)  The  provision,  of  facilities  for  the  nursing-  or  hospital 

treatment  of  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Puer- 
peral Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

(8)  The  provision  of  facilities  for  convalescent  home  treatment 

for  mothers. 

(9)  The  provision  of  facilities  for  the  dental  treatment  of 
mothers  and  young-  children. 

(10)  The  provision,  of  funds — in  a small  way — to'  assist  in  the 
boarding-out  of  children  with  their  mothers  (i.e. , mothers’ 
pensions). 

During-  the  year  the  Committee  considered  the  question  of 
making*  a payment  (or  pension)  to  a mother  for  the  purpose  of 
boarding-out  her  child  with  her.  A precision  to  meet  suitable 
cases  has  been  made  under  the  heading  of  “ Boarding-out,”  and  a 
sum  had  been  approved  in  the  estimates  for  this  purpose.  A suit- 
able and  deserving  case  occurred  in  July,  and  after  considering 
the  case,  a pavment  of  to/-  per  week  was  made  to  the  mother  for 
a period  of  six  months. 

On  the  1st  April,  Dr.  Newton,  who  had  left  the  part-time  ser- 
vice of  the  Education  Committee,  was  appointed  as  Medical  Officer 
at  the  Welfare  Centre,  and  the  medical  sessions  were  increased 
from  one  to  two  per  week.  In  August,  Dr.  Hilda  Walker  was 
appointed  to  attend  when  necessary  as  deputy  for  Dr.  Newton  in 
the  event  of  his  being  absent. 
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During-  the  year  the  Central  Midwives  Board  published  a 
booklet  concerning-  Pemphigus  in  the  new-born  child,  and  copies 
of  this  were  obtained  and  distributed  to  the  midwives  in  the  City. 

A course  of  Post-graduate  Instruction  for  Health  Visitors  was 
arranged  in  London  by  the  Women  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Health 
Visitors’  Association,  and  the  Committee  decided  to  send  two 
members  of  the  Health  Visiting  Staff  to  the  course. 

Miss  Barratt,  the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor,  supplies  the 
following-  report  concerning-  the  number  of  visits,  etc.  : — 

“ The  number  of  first  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visiting-  Staff 
to  mothers  shortly  after  the  birth  of  the  baby  numbered  1,833, 
these  visits  usually  take  place  soon  after  the  midwife  (or  doctor) 
has  ceased  attending-  the  case,  and  are  of  the  utmost  value  to  the 
mother  when  she  mav  be  needing-  advice  regarding-  the  infant. 
The  information  collected  on  these  visits  is  entered  on  a card,  and 
a summary  of  the  details  appear  on  page  100. 

Re-visits. — During  the  first  twelve  months  several  re-visits 
are  made  to*  the  infant,  more  particularlv  when  the  mother  does 
not  visit  the  Welfare  Centre.  Advice  is  given  regarding  the 
general  health  and  feeding,  and  if  small  defects  are  noticed,  the 
mother  is  urged  to  seek  medical  advice.  Re-visits  numbering 
5,607  were  paid  during  the  twelve  months,  and  8,649  visits  to 
children  between  the  ages  of  t to  5 vears.  If,  however,  the  father 
of  the  infant  is  out  of  work  at  the  time  of  the  visit  and  circum- 
stances appear  to  render  it  desirable,  the  mother  is  informed  how 
to  apply  for  free  milk  for  herself  as  a nursing  mother,  or  for  her 
infant  when  artificiallv  fed. 

Transferred  Births. — The  names  and  addresses  of  192  infants 
and  young  children  who>  have  left  the  Citv  have  been  notified  to 
the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  other  areas,  and  37  infants 
names  have  been  notified  as  coming  to  live  in  the  Citv.  These 
transfers  enable  an  early  visit  to  be  paid  by  a Health  Visitor.” 
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Births  Visited  During  the  Year  1927.  Total  number,  1,833 


Totals. 

Percentage. 

Kind  of  feeding — 

(1)  Entirely  breast-fed 

l527 

83-3 

(2)  Hand  and  breast-fed 

106 

5-8 

(3)  Entirely  hand  fed 

178 

9 7 

(4)  Unclassified 

22 

1*2 

Kind  of  food — (when  hand-fed) — 

(1)  Fresh  cow’s  milk  and  water 

III 

39’1 

(2)  ,,  ,,  and  barley  water 

32 

n*3 

(3)  ,,  ,,  with  Patent  Foods 

93 

327 

(4)  Dried  Milk  ... 

29 

IO‘2 

(5)  Condensed  Milk 

19 

6*7 

(6)  Biscuits,  bread-sop,  etc. 

... 

• • • 

Mode  of  feeding — 

(1)  Boat  shaped  bottle 

280 

98-6 

(2)  Long  tube  bottle 

• • • 

• • • 

(3)  Both 

... 

(4)  Spoon 

4 

i'4 

Class  of  house  : rent — 

(1)  Up  to  5/- 

75 

4‘i 

(2)  Above  5/-  up  to  8/- 

333 

18-2 

(3)  Above  8/- 

I4°3 

76'5 

(4)  Unclassified  .. 

22 

1*2 

Overcrowded  Houses — 

More  than  two  persons ) XT  c , 

, j v ^ No.  of  houses 

per  bedroom  j 

692 

377 

Not  classified — 

Wrong  address  given,  or  removed,  or 

death  of  baby  before  visit 

22 

1*2 

Infants  sleeping  in  cots 

i249 

68-i 

Promises  to  get  cots 

216 

n*8 

Comforters  used  ... 

475 

25*9 

Infant  Consultation  Centre. 

The  work  of  the  Municipal  Welfare  Centre  has  continued 
uninterrupted  throughout  the  year.  It  is  open  five  afternoons  a 
week  and  for  two*  hours  on  Saturday  morning-s'  for  the  sale  of 
dried  milk  only.  During  the  afternoons  infants  are  weighed  and 
advice  given  regarding  the  general  health  and  feeding  of  an 
infant,  while  on  two*  afternoons  a week  a medical  man  (Dr.  A.  H. 
Newton)  has  been  present  for  consultations. 
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The  object  of  the  work  carried  on  at  the  Centre  is  to>  assist 
mothers  in  the  difficult  task  of  rearing-  healthy  babies.  The  attend- 
ance for  the  last  twelve  months  has  again  increased ; on  fine  after- 
noons, when  the  numbers  are  greater  than  on  a wet  day,  the 
accommodation  is  taxed  to  the  uttermost,  in  fact  the  rooms  are 
not  large  enough  to  meet  the  demand. 

Each  mother,  when  she  attends  for  the  first  time,  is  g-iven 
a small  booklet,  entitled  “To  Mothers  and  Fathers”;  she  is 
also  given  a card  with  her  baby’s  weight,  and  at  the  same  time 
a duplicate  is  made  ouit  for  filing  purposes.  A chart  is  started 
when  the  mother  has  attended  a second  time,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
she  will  be  able  to  visit  regularlv  in  order  to>  know  that  her  baby 
is  progressing  satisfactorily. 

Various  leaflets  are  given  to  the  mothers  concerning  certain 
illnesses,  e.g.,  cancer,  etc.  According  to  the  time  of  the  year, 
or  of  any  epidemic  prevailing,  such  as  Influenza,  Measles,  etc., 
leaflets  to  suit  the  need  are  widely  distributed.  Other  leaflets 
regarding  infant  feeding,  weaning,  or  “ How  to*  increase  the 
supply  of  breast  milk,”  are  given  to-  appropriate  cases. 

In  order  to  assist  practising  midwives  in  the  City,  facilities 
have  been  provided  for  the  purchase  by  mothers  of  maternity  out- 
fits for  their  confinements  at  a reasonable  price.  These  packages 
are  put  ur>  espeeiallv  for  Welfare  Centres  and  sold  for  slightlv 
over  the  cost  price.  Application  was  made  for  eight  of  them  in 
’9 27,  but  it  is  felt  that  as  the  advantages  of  them  are  more  widelv 
known  a greater  number  will  be  used. 

At  the  request  of  the  Education  Committee,  girls  between  the 
a ages  of  13  and  14  years,  who  are  selected  to  take  a domestic 
science  course  at  one  of  the  Elementary  Schools,  each  attend  for 
°ne  session  at  the  Municipal  Welfare  Centre  as  part  of  their 
training ; 139  girls  attended  the  Centre  during  the  year. 

Under  the  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives’  Board  it  is  sue*- 

o 

) gested  that  pupil-midwives  attend  a Welfare  Centre  during  their 
training.  Five  pupils  attended  for  a few  sessions  each  from  the 
Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital  or  a private  nursing  home 
ls  part  of  this  training  as  midwives. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  attendances  of 
1 Mothers  and  babies  at  the  Centre  : — 

H 
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Total  number  of  individual  cases  attending 
Total  number  of  attendances  of  mothers  with 


2,236 


babies 


24,808 


(A  mother  and  baby  attending  count  as  one.) 

Average  attendance  per  week 

Total  number  of  new  babies  attending  during-  the 


496 


year 


919 


Doctor's  Consultations. 

(These  figures  are  included  in  the  total  above.) 
Total  number  of  individual  cases  seen 


Total  number  of  consultations 


Ante-Natal  Work  (done  by  the  Health  Visiting-  Staff). 
Total  number  of  individual  cases  attending  ...  393 


Total  number  of  attendances  of  expectant 


mothers 

Average  attendance  per  week 


Ante-Natal  Clinic- 

An  ante-natal  Clinic  was  held  twice  a month  at  the  Municipal 
Welfare  Centre,  Barracks  Square,  throughout  the  year.  Dr. 
S.  A.  Ballantvne,  a Gvnaecological  Specialist,  attended,  and  held 
3 1 4 consultations. 

Of  the  265  cases  seen,  t6o  were  maternitv  bed  cases  booked 
for  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital,  and  45  were  mater- 
nity bed  cases  booked  for  the  Gulson  Road  Hospital ; 43  were  sent 
by  midwives,  to  cases  came  of  their  own  accord,  and  7 were  not 
pregnant. 

The  urine  was  tested  ini  all  cases. 

There  were  6 cases  referred  to  the  Coventry  and  Warwick- 
shire Hospital  for  immediate  treatment;  of  these,  4 were  sent  for 
a Wassermann  test,  t for  X-Ray  examination,  and  t for  treat- 
ment for  albuminuria. 

The  following  defects  were  found  among  the  patients 
examined,  viz.: — Varicose  veins,  13;  CEdema,  2;  verv  small 
pelvis,  2;  epileptic  fits,  2;  gastric  ulcers,  2 ; encephalitis  syndrome. 

1 ; chronic  asthma,  1 ; carious  teeth,  1. 

The  pelvic  measurements  of  all  primigravida  and  a f^v 
multipara  who>  gave  doubtful  histories  were  taken,  and  the  results 
are  classified  as  follows  : — 
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External  Conjugate. 


21" 

20" 

19" 

18" 

17" 

15" 

Cases  184 

5 

57 

51 

55 

15 

1 

Total  number  of  attendances  at  Dr.  Ballantyne’s 

Ante-natal  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  314 

Average  number  per  session  of  the  Ante-natal 

Clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 


The  following  table  shews  the  amount  of  Dried  Milk,  etc., 
distributed  during  the  year.  The  total  cost  of  this  was  ^2,104 
129.  3^d.,  and  the  receipts  for  that  portion  which  was  sold 
amounted  to  ^.’1,624  12s.  id. 


DRIED  MILK,  ETC.,  1927. 


Stock  in 
hand 
31/12/26. 

Purchas’d 
in  1927. 

Total. 

Distributed  in  1927. 

Stock  in 
hand 
31/12/27 

Free. 

Sold. 

Total. 

Dried  Milk  No.  1 .. 

..  2 . . 

) » 3 . . 

,,  4 .. 

lbs. 

3.168 

23 

999 

187 

lbs. 

11,520 

144 

3,840 

3.888 

lbs. 

14,688 

167 

4,839 

4,075 

lbs. 

3,583 

64 

2,932 

1,118 

lbs. 

9,951 

82 

1,518 

2,673 

lbs. 

13,534 

146 

4,450 

3,791 

lbs. 

1,150* 

21 

389 

280f 

Total  dried  milk  . . 

4,377 

19,392 

23,769 

7,697 

14,224 

21,921 

1,840 

Croats  lbs.  . . 

Ivaltine  ^-lb.  tins  . . 
Malt  & Oil , 1-lb.  cartons 

54 

1,100 

96 

144 

5,184 

048 

195$ 

6.284 

744 

4b7 

154 

5,000 

721 

151£ 

5.467 

721 

44 

814+ 

23 

* t *',st°cktaking  the  following  were  noted  : — 

A deficiency  of  4 1-lb.  packets,  t A deficiency  of  4 1-lb.  packets,  f A deficiency  of  3 tuts. 


Dental  Treatment. 

The  facilities  for  dental  treatment  arranged  in  1Q25  for 
mothers  and  small  children  have  been  made  use  of  to  a limited 
degree.  Five  nursing  mothers  have  applied  for  extractions  only, 
and  five  for  extractions  and  full  dentures;  in  the  latter  cases  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  contributed  a portion  of 
the  cost.  Three  children  under  3 vears  of  age  were  sent  for 

extractions. 


Dental  treatment  for  young-  children  between  the  ages  of  3 
and  5 years  has  been  continued  at  the  School  Clinic  by  the  per- 
mission of  the  Education  Committee.  Twenty-one  children  were 
sent  from  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  and  treated  by  the  School 
Dentists,  who  report  that  the  work  involved  was  as  follows  : — 


Referred  for  treatment  ...  21 

Actually  treated  ...  ...  ...  20 

Treatment  completed...  ...  ...  17 

Attendances  ...  x..  ...  34 

Filling's — temporary  ...  ...  ...  8 

Extractions  ...  ...  ...  41 

Local  anaesthetic  (times  used)  ...  ...  21 

Other  operations  ...  ...  ...  4 


Convalescent  Home  Treatment  for  Mothers. 

Convalescent  home  treatment  was  arranged  for  seven  mothers 
who  remained  very  poorly  after  their  confinement.  All  of  them 
were  sent  for  about  three  weeks)  to  St.  Mary’s  Convalescent 
Home,  Birchingtoni-on-Sea ; four  were  able  to  take  their  babies 
with  them  ; two  went  without  their  babies,  and  one  mother  was 
able  to  take  her  twin  boys.  Letters  of  appreciation  have  been 
received  from  the  mothers  while  there,  and  in  all  cases  their  health 
had  improved  considerably  as  a result  of  the  treatment.  Our 
thanks  are  due  to  the  Home  for  accepting  cases  from  Coventry. 

Maternity  Beds. 

The  arrangements  with  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire 
Hospital  for  beds  in  the  Maternity  Wards  remained  the  same  as 
in  former  years.  Owing  to1  the  increased  demand  for  maternity’ 
beds  in^  institutions,  arrangements  have  been  made  (with  the 
approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health)  to  send  some  cases  to  the 
Gulson  Road  Hospital. 

The  following  figures  refer  to  maternity  cases  for  both  of 
the  institutions.  There  were  47  cases  waiting  on  the  1st  January, 
T927,  and  233  were  booked  during  the  year.  Of  these  280  cases, 
2 t 4 were  admitted,  23  withdrew  their  applications,  and  43  were 
carried  forward  to  1928.  Of  the  214  cases  admitted,  172  went  to 
the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital,  the  remaining  42  being 
sent  to  the  Gulson  Road  Hospital. 

The.  following  table  sets  out  the  information  concerning 


home  conditions,  etc.,  which  was  supplied  by  expectant  mothers 


when  applying-  for  a maternity  bed  : — 

Small  hou^e  (2  rooms  only)  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

In  house,  but  no  convenience  (overcrowding)  ...  ...  5 

Unable  to  get  adequate  help  in  the  house  ...  ...  18 

Illness  or  for  medical  reasons  ...  ...  24 

Living  with  relatives  ...  ...  ...  . . 22 

In  rooms,  1 bedroom  and  sharing  sitting  room  ...  ...  14 

In  lodgings:  1 combined  room  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

,,  2 rooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

,,  In  Caravan...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Husband  lodging  in  one  place  and  wife  with  her  own  mother  3 
Insanitary  condition  of  house  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

For  these  beds  the  Council  paid  the  sum  of  £’1,201  during 


the  year,  and  the  contributions  received  amounted  to  £,696  16s.  6d. 

During;  the  year  38  expectant  mothers  applied  for  a 
maternity  bed,  but  as  they  lived  outside  the  City  boundary  they 
were  informed  that  arrangements  could  not  be  made  for  them 
in  the  usual  way.  A letter  giving  the  particulars  of  each  of  these 
cases  was  sent  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
Warwickshire. 

Notification  of  Births  Act. 

During-  the  year  444  notifications  of  live  births  occurring  in 
their  practices  have  been  received  from  doctors,  1,584  from  mid- 
wives,  and  1 has  been  notified  by  a parent;  29  still-births  have 
been  notified  by  doctors,  and  48  by  midwives,  making  a total  of 
2,106  notifications  received  relating  to  2,050  actual  births  (1,97-5 
live  births  and  77  still-births). 

Of  the  total  of  2,147  births  registered,  1,993  were  notified, 
or  92.8  per  cent. 

MIDWIVES’  ACTS,  1902  and  1918. 

Of  the  51  midwives  who  notified  their  intention  to  practise 
in  1927,  6 have  acted  only  as  maternity  nurses,  and  1 has  given 
up  nursing,  leaving  at  the  end  of  the  year  44  in  actual  practice. 
Three  of  the  latter  are  bona-fide,  i.e.,  untrained  midwives. 

During  the  year  83  visits  to  midwives  have  been  paid;  4 of 
them  have  been  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors,  and  79  by  the 
Superintendent  Health  Visitor;  the  former  visits  were  reirardinp- 

o o 

cnses  of  infectious  diseases,  and  the  latter  principally  routine 
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visits,  when  the  midwives’  bags  were  inspected,  their  books  seen 
and  signed. 

The  bag's  of  the  midwives  have  been  found  to  be  kept  in  a 
very  satisfactory  state  and  do  credit  to  the  owners. 

The  figures  show  that  1,790  cases. have  been  attended  during 
the  year;  of  these,  201  have  occurred  outside  the  City  area,  leav- 
*n£T  1 > 5^9  vases  as  having*  taken  place  in  Coventry.  Out  of  these. 
359  have  been  doctors’  cases,  where  a midwife  has  been  in  attend- 
ance as  well.  This  leaves  1,230  cases  attended  by  midwives  out 
of  the  total  number  of  births  occurring  within  the  City. 

The  following  notifications  have  been  received  from  mid- 
wives practising  in  the  City,  and  may  be  classified  as  follows  : — 

(1)  Artificial  feeding  ...  ...  ...  37 

(2)  Notifications  of  death  ...  ...  ...  13 

(3)  Liability  to  be  a source  of  infection  ...  13 

(4)  Still-births  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

(5)  Laying  out  the  dead  ...  ...  ...  1 

(1)  Artificial  feeding. — Reasons  given  why  artificial  feeding 
was  resorted  to* : — 

Inability  of  mother  to'  breast  feed...  ...  17 

At  patients’  request  ...  ...  ...  9 

By  doctor’s  orders  ...  ...  ...  6 

Poverty  of  mothers’  milk...  ...  ...  3 

Inverted  nipples  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Still-birtlis. — 18  mascerated,  15  not  mascerated. 


Period  op  Gestation. 


6 months. 

7 months. 

8 months. 

9 months. 

5 

9 

4 

15 

Presentation. 


Vertex. 

Breech. 

Foot. 

27 

5 

1 

(3)  Liability  to  be  a source  of  Infection  : — 

Septicaemia  ...  ...  ...  4 

Sepsis?  Rise  of  temperature  ...  ...  3 
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Pemphigus 
Scarlet  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Chicken  Pox 
Diphtheria 


2 

i 

i 

i 

i 


(4)  Notification  of  Death. — 1 maternal  and  14  infant  deaths. 


Length  of  Life  of  Infants, 


15 

min. 

30 

min. 

2 hrs. 

4 hrs. 

6 hrs. 

12  hrs. 

10 

days 

12 

days 

13 

days 

16 

days 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Medical  aid  forms  sent  in.  during-  the  twelve  months  numbered 
506.  The  causes  for  sending-  for  medical  help  were  as  follows  : — 


For  the  Mother. 


During  pregnancy:  — 

Albuminuria  ...  ...  ...  12 

Illness  during  Pregnancy  ...  12 

Haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  4 

(Edema  ...  ...  ...  2 

Purulent  Discharge  ...  ..  2 

Cloudy  Urine  ...  ...  1 

Varicose  Veins  ...  ...  ...  1 

Eclampsia  ...  1 

During  labour  or  the  lying-in  :- 
Prolonged  Labour  ..  88 

Lacerated  Perineum  ..  ...  83 

Breech  Presentation  ...  ...  17 

Abortion  or  Miscarriage  ...  15 

Pise  of  Temperature  ...  15 

Haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  15 

Adherent  Placenta  and 
Membranes  ...  ...  ...  12 

Abnormal  Presentation  ...  11 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  8 

Illness  of  Mother  ...  8 

Pain  in  Leg  ...  ...  ...  7 

Twin  Birth  6 

Varicose  Veins  ...  ...  ...  5 

Uterine  Inertia...  ...  ...  5 

Prolapse  of  Cord  ...  ...  4 

Contracted  Pelvis  ...  ...  2 

Mammary  Abscess  ...  ...  2 

Placenta  Praevia  1 

Collapse ...  ...  1 

Tumour 1 

Purulent  Discharge  ...  1 

Pash  ..  ...  j 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sleeplessness  ...  ...  ...  1 


345 


For  the  Child. 

Inflammation  of  E)  es  ...  ...  77 

Debility  or  Feebleness  . . ...  32 

Premature  Infant 17 

Deformity  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Convulsions  ...  ...  4 

Tongue-tied  ...  ...  ...  4 

Jaundice  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Discharging  Umbilicus  ...  ...  2 

Asphyxiated  ...  ...  ...  2 

Abscess  of  Breast  ...  ...  2 

Phimosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Snuffles  ...  ...  ...'  1 

Hash  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Still-birth  ...  ...  ...  1 

Macerated  Foetus  ...  ...  1 

Other  Causes  ...  ...  ...  s 


Total  161 


Total 
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LECTURES  TO  MIDWIVES. 

With  a view  to  helping-  Midwives  in  practice  in  Coventry  to 
keep  in  touch  with  modern  methods,  and  the  latest  up-to-date  treat- 
ment, the  Public  Health  Committee  arranged  for  a post-graduate 
course  of  lectures  to>  be  g-iveni  in  the  winter,  open  to  any  midwife 
in  the  City  and  neighbourhood. 

Six  lectures  were  given  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  four  of  \ 
them  by  Dr.  S.  A.  Ballantyne,  on  “ Complications  of  Pregnancy,” 
and  twoi  on  “ Venereal  Disease,”  by  Dr.  A.  Hawley.  These  lec- 
tures were  very  much  appreciated  by  all  who  heard  them ; the 
attendance  being  from  40  to  50  persons  each  session. 

REGISTRATION  OF  MATERNITY  HOMES. 

Part  II.  of  the  Midwives  and  Maternity  Homes  Act,  1926, 
which  deals  with  the  registration  of  Maternity  Homes,  came  into 
force  on  January  1st,  1927.  During  the  year  9 applications  for 
registration  were  received,  and  all  were  granted. 

The  following  particulars  may  be  noted  concerning  them  : — 

1.  No.  of  applications  for  registration  ...  9 

2.  No.  of  homes  registered  ...  ...  9 

Part  II.  of  the  Midwives  and  Maternity  Homes  Act,  1926, 
which  dealt  with  the:  registration  of  Maternity  Homes  has  been  9 
repealed  by  the  Nursing  Homes  Registration  Act,  1927,  and  this 
Act,  which  comes  into  force  on  the  1st  July,  1928,  deals  more  fully  I 1 
with  the  question  of  Nursing  Homes,  which  term  includes  for  the 
purpose  of  this  Act  all  Maternity  Homes. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Seven  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  notified,  and  three  deaths 
were  registered  as  due  to-  this  disease. 

Ten  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified. 

* a 

In  connection  with  these  17  notifications  two  requests  were 
made  by  the  medical  men,  notifying  that  the  cases  should  be 
admitted  to1  Hospital.  This  was  done  in  both  cases,  and  in  another 
case  bacteriological  assistance  was  requested  for  the  preparation 
of  a vaccine. 

During  the  year  arrangements  were  made  with  the  two  local 
nursing  associations  for  the  services  of  their  District  Nurses  to 
be  available  for  the  nursing  of  cases  of  these  diseases  if  required’ 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Twenty  notifications  of  this  condition  were  received  during-  the 
year,  and  all  of  these  are  said  to  have  made  a complete  recovery. 
One  was  nursed  in  hospital,  viz.,  at  the  Birmingham  and  Midland 
Eye  Hospital. 

Measles. 

Alleged  cases  to  the  number  of  722  were  notified  by  Head 
Teachers  of  Schools.  Five  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to 
Measles,  all  being  children  under  seven  years  of  age. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Notifications  were  received  from  Head  Teachers  of  Schools 
as  to  36  alleged  cases  of  this  disease  occurring  in  the  homes  of 
children,  and  six  deaths  were  recorded. 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea. 

No  death  was  registered  as  due  to  Epidemic  Diarrhoea  or 
Infective  Enteritis,  but  14  were  certified  as  due  to1  Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis;  and  of  these  7 were  due  to  Gastro-Enteritis,  2 to  Acute 
Enteritis,  2 to'  Colitis,  2 to  Infantile  Diarrhoea,  and  1 to  Inflam- 
mation of  Meckel’s  Diverticulum.  Of  the  total,  9 were  under  two 
years  of  age. 

Still  Births. 

Under  the  Births  and  Deaths  Registration  Act,  1926,  the 
registration  of  all  still-births  became  compulsory  as  from  July  1st, 
1927.  Prior  to  that  date  no  such  registration  was  in  vogue,  and 
it  was  open  to  anyone  to  dispose  of  the  bodies  of  still-born  chil- 
dren in  any  way  they  chose.  Not  all  of  these  were  buried  in  a 
public  cemetery,  but  registration  will  ensure  in  future  Unit  this 
will  be  done. 

Under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  still-births  (after 
a certain  period  of  gestation)  were  notifiable,  and  up  to  July  1st 
last  (when  registration  came  into  force)  26  cases  were  notified 
by  medical  men  and  41  bv  midwives.  From  July  1st  to>  December 
31st  32  still-births  were  registered. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Cemeteries  kindly  furnishes  me 
each  month  with  a record  of  still-born  children  buried  at  the 


I IO 


Coventry  Cemeteries;  from  these  it  appears  that  72  bodies  of 
infants  said  to'  have  been  still-born  were  buried  in  the  Cemeteries 
during-  the  year;  of  these,  six  were  born  outside  the  City. 

CHILDREN  ACT,  1908. 

The  Guardians!  are  the  local  authority  under  Part  I.  of  the 
above  Act,  which  deals  with  the  interests  of  boarded-out  children 
under  the  ag-e  of  seven. 

On  the  advice  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  City  Council,  the  Coventry  Guardians,  in  1923, 
appointed  Miss  Barra tt  as  infant  protection  visitor  under  Part  I. 
of  this  Act. 

The  following;  is  the  report  on  her  work  ini  this  connection 
during-  1927,  which  Miss  Barratt:  has  presented  to  the 
Guardians  : — 

“ I beg-  to'  submit  a report  of  work  done  under  Part  I.  of  the 
Children  Act  during-  the  year  ending-  December  31st,  1927. 

On  January  1st,  1927,  there  were  thirty-three  names  of  chil- 
dren on  the  visiting  list  brought  forward  from  the  previous  year, 
and  eighteen  new  cases  were  added,  making  the  total  dealt  with 
during  the  year,  51. 

Eighteen  cases  were  removed  from  the  register,  either  because 
they  had  left  the  City  or  no  longer  came  under  the  Act. 

Visits  have  been  paid  at  varying  intervals  to  the  homes  where 
the  children  have  resided,  the  frequency  of  the  visits  depending 
on  the  type  of  the  house  or  the  urgency  of  the  case.  Where  the 
child  has  left  the  City,  the  name  and  address  have  been  notified 
to  the  Authority  dealing  with  the  Act  in  the  area  to  which  the 
child  had  removed. 

The  foster-mothers  on  the  whole  have  given  excellent  super- 
vision to>  the  children  under  their  care.  In  two  instances  the  chil- 
dren were  removed  on  my  advice  and  a more  suitable  home  found 
for  them,  as  the  care  given  was  not  up  to  the  usual  standard. 

In  all  cases  of  very  young  infants  the  foster-mothers  have 
been  persuaded  to  bring  the  children  to  the  Municipal  W elfare 
Centre  for  weighing  and  advice. 

During  the  twelve  months  I have  made  1 23  visits  to  the  homes 
of  these  children.  On  the  31st  December  there  remained  33 
names  on  the  register  to  be  carried  forward  to  1928.” 
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VI.  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

STAFF. 

Particulars  of  the  staff  of  inspectors,  Health  Visitors,  etc., 
are  set  out  on  pages  4-5.  The  summary  of  the  work  of  the 
Inspectors  is  set  out  on  pages  40-41,  and  that  of  the  work  of 
the  Health  Visitors  under  the  headings  of  their  different  duties  is 
as  follows  : — 

(1)  Visits  in  regard  to  births.  These  have  been  spoken  of 
under  the  heading  of  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  (page  99). 

(2)  Infectious  Diseases.  Visits,  numbering  2,021,  have  been 
made  in  regard  to-  infectious  diseases;  the  greater  proportion 
being  in  connection  with  Tuberculosis  (1,962). 

Of  the  remaining  59  visits,  19  were  paid  to  cases  of  Ophthal- 
mia Neonatorum,  4 to  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever,  8 to>  cases  of 
Puerperal  Pyrexia,  12  to  Encephalitis  Lethargica  and  to  Cerebro- 
Spinal  Fever,  and  15  to'  Diphtheria. 

(3)  Work  in  connection  with  the  Midwives  Acts  is  referred 
to  on  page  105. 

(4)  Other  miscellaneous  work.  During  the  year  116  miscel- 
laneous visits  have  been  made. 

Classification  of  visits  paid  during  1927. 

\ 

1926  I927 

Notified  Births  visited 
Re-visits  to  Notified  Births  (to  infants 
under  12  months). 

Re-visits  to  Notified  Births  (to  children 
up  to  5 years). 

Ante-natal  Visits  ...  | i'r,sl 

( Subsequent 

Still-births  inquired  into 
Infants’  Deaths  inquired  into 
Tuberculosis  visits 

Other  Infectious  Diseases  visited  ... 

Visits  to  Mid  wives 
Visits  to  Mentally  Deficient  Cases  ... 

Miscellaneous  visits 

Total 

“Hints  on  Feeding”  posted... 

Nuisances  reported 
Oirty  houses  found 


B957 

1.833 

5»73^| 

!5.i5o 

5,607 

■ i4>256 

9.4H) 

8,649 

3251 

108  ! 

433 

339 

78 

• 4i7 

5 

1 

19 

3 

2,302  ) 
4°J 

2,342 

1,962 

59 

2,021 

82 

83 

251 

299 

1 1 5 

1 16 

20,354 

19,029 

95 

40 

7i 

IQ 

71 

22 
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HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

The  City  and  Pinley  Isolation  Hospitals. 

At  the  City  Hospital  524  patients  have  been  under  treatment. 
Thirty-five  were  remaining-  in  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and 
489  were  admitted  during  the  year. 

The  admissions  for  the  year  were  made  up  as  follows  : — 

City  Cases,  336. — Scarlet  Fever,  274;  Diphtheria  60;  Typhoid,  2. 
Coventry  R D.,  25. — ,,  13  12 

Foleshill  R.D.  108. — ,,  90  ,,  18 

Warwick  R.D.  1. — ,,  1 

Sick  Staff,  19. 

Of  the  65  patients  admitted  as  suffering  from  Diphtheria  and 
discharged  during  the  year  (9  cases  were  still  in  hospital  at  the 
end  of  the  year),  1 1 were  admitted  with  a view  to  Tracheotomy 
being  performed  if  necessary.  In  4 cases  the  operation  was  called 
for,  and  it  was  successful  in  2 patients;  in  the  other  7 cases  no 
operation  appeared  to>  be  necessary,  and1  6 of  these  patients  made 
a satisfactory  recovery'.  The  other  54  patients  were  sent  in  for 
isolation,  and  of  these  41  recovered  from  the  illness. 


IJ3 


Disease. 

In  Hospital 

Jan.  1,  1927 

Admitted 

during  1927. 

Total. 

Recovered. 

Died. 

Remaining 

in  Hospital 

Jan.  1,  1928 

Fatality 

per  cent 

completedcases 

CITY  HOSPITAL. 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

31 

377 

0 

00 

cc 

to 

0 

3 

85 

0-93 

Measles  (Admitted  as  Scarlet  Fever 

•• 

] 

1 

1 

• • 

• • 

Diphtheria 

4 

70 

74 

49 

16 

9 

24-6 

Tonsillitis  (Admitted  as  Diphtheria 

16 

16 

16 

Croup  ,,  ,,  „ .. 

2 

2 

2 

• • 

• • 

Laryngitis  ,,  ,,  „ 

• • 

1 

1 

1 

• • 

• • 

• • 

Ulcerated  Throat  ,,  ,, 

• • 

1 

1 

1 

• • 

. . 

Admitted  as  Tvphoid  Fever  : — 

Enteritis 

1 

1 

1 

• • 

• • 

Influenza 

• • 

1 

1 

1 

• . 

, , 

, , 

Sick  Staff 

• • 

19 

19 

18 

1 

85 

489 

524 

410 

19 

95 

4.4 

524 

524 

PINLEY  HOSPITAL 

Small  Pox  . . 

77 

77 

58 

- 

19 

Concerning-  cases  sent  into  the  Hospital  for  Tracheotomy,  the 
following  figures  may  he  of  interest,  as  they  set  out  the  number  of 


cases  so  admitted  and  the  number  of  operations  performed  since 


915* 

when  a ward  was 

first  allocated  for 

this 

purpose 

: — 

TRACHEOTOMY. 

Cases 

Cases 

Case- 

Cases 

admitted 

operated 

admitted 

operated 

1915 

tor. 

26 

upon. 

17 

1923 

• • 

for. 

4 

upon. 

2 

1916 

38 

25 

1924 

• • 

3 

2 

1917 

13 

6 

1925 

19 

11 

1918 

24 

18 

1926 

16 

9 

1919 

16 

13 

1927 

11 

4 

1920 

20 

16 

1921 

13 

9 

219 

139 

1922 

9 

7 

______ 

The  Pinley  Hospital,  which  had  been  closed  since  August  14th, 
t925>  was  opened  again  on  May  qth  to  take  in  one  case  of  Small 


Pox  from  Nuneaton.  On  the  following-  day  a City  case  was 
admitted,  anid  subsequent  City  cases  were  sent  in  as  follows  : — 
June  3rd,  1 ; July  27th,  1 ; September  19th  to  30th,  10;  October,  5; 
November,  8;  and  2 in  December.  On  October  4th  the  first  of  six- 
teen cases  from  the  Coventry  Rural  District  was  admitted ; the 
first  of  sixteen  cases  from  Atherstone  was  sent  on  October  24th, 
and  on  October  30th  the  first  of  seven  cases  from  the  Foleshill 
Rural  District  was  admitted.  On  November  i6th  the  second 
Nuneaton  case  was  sent  in,  and  there  were  8 mote  of  these  up  to 
December  31st. 

Of  the  total  of  77  cases  admitted,  27  were  City  cases,  16  from 
the  Coventry  Rural  District,  7 from  the  Foleshill  Rural  District, 
16  from  Atherstone,  10  from  Nuneaton  Rotoug-h,  and  1 was  from 
the  Nuneaton  Rural  District. 

Of  these  65  were  of  a mild  character,  11  of  a less  mild  type, 
and  one  a rather  severe  case. 

Nineteen  of  the  cases  were  remaining  in  hospital  at  the  end 
of  the  vear;  and  the  average  period  of  stay  in  the  58  cases  dis- 
charged was  21.4  days. 

The  average  period  of  stay  of  those  patients  who  were 
admitted  to  the  City-  Hospital  was  37.  t days. 

The  maximum  number  of  patients  in  the  City  Hospital  at  any- 
time during  the  year  was  T04,  and  the  minimum  27.  The  average 
throughout  the  year  was  49. 

The  current  expenses  of  the  City  Hospital  (including  capital 
charges)  during  the  last  financial  vear  ending  31st  March,  1927, 
amounted  to  ,£8,282  13s.  id.  ; those  for  the  Pinlev  Hospital  to 
-£279  16s.  4d. 

During  the  same  period  the  sum  of  ^763  2S-  °d- 
received  on  account  of  the  admission  of  patients  to  the  City 


Hospital  from  outside  districts,  etc. 

The  current  expenses  of  the  two  hospitals  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1927,  totalled  ^6,986  for  the  City  Hospital,  and 


■£538  for  the  Pinley  Hospital. 

For  the  City  Hospital  the  sum  above  stated  (^6,986)  for 
maintenance  expenses,  divided  among  the  average  number  of 
patients,  amounted  to  53s.  lod.  per  head  per  week. 

The  average  sum  expended  per  week  during  the  year  for  diet 


amounted  to  ^23  10s.  7d.  ; this,  divided  among  the  average 

number  of  patients  and  boarded  staff,  amounts  to  5s.  10. 7d.  each 


per  week,  or  the  cost  of  diet  for  each  boarded  person  was 
io.  id.  per  day. 

Disinfecting  and  Ambulance  Stations. 

The  following-  figures  represent  the  work  that  has  been  done 
in  connection  with  the  Disinfecting  and  Ambulance  .Stations  : — 
Visits  paid  to  houses  where  infectious  disease  was  suspected 
on  notified — 1,608. 

Patients  removed  to  the  City  Hospital — 360. 

Patients  removed  to  the  Pinley  Hospital — 41. 

Houses  disinfected  bv  fumigation  or  spraying — 708. 

Articles  disinfected  by  steam — 5,390. 

Disinfection  of  rooms  by  fumigation  or  spraying,  and  of 
clothing,  etc.,  by  steam,  has  been  carried  out  when  necessary. 

Public  Mortuary. 

The  Public  Mortuary  has  been  used  on  38  occasions  during 
the  year. 

Twenty-eight  of  the  bodies  were  brought  in  bv  the  ambulance, 
five  by  the  Police,  and  five  bv  other  persons. 

The  post-mortem  room  was  used  fourteen  times. 

The  body  of  one  still-born  infant  was  brought  in  bv  the 
Police ; and  the  particulars  relating  to  the  other  thirtv-seven 
bodies  are  as  follows  : — Sudden  death,  21  ; suicide,  8;  drowned,  3 ; 
accidentally  killed,  2 ; and  awaiting  interment,  2. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Information  in  a summarized  form  is  asked  for  bv  the 
Ministry  of  Health  under  the  following  heads  : — 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidized  by  the  Council  : — 

(A ) (1)  Fever. 

The  City  Isolation  Hospital  provided  bv  the  Council 
is  situate  in  Stoney  Stanton  Road  ; built  for  104  beds. 

(2)  Small  Pox. 

The  Finley  Small  Pox  Hospital  provided  by  the 
Council  is  situate  in  the  Coventry  Rural  District  just 
outside  the  City;  built  for  18  beds. 

(B)  (i)  Tub  erculosis. 

Two'  sanatoria  are  provided  bv  the  joint  Tubercu- 
losis Committee  of  Warwickshire  and  Coventry. 


(a)  Hertford  Hill  Sanatorium,  situate  at  Hatton,  in 
the  Warwick  Rural  District;  accommodation  for 
150  beds  for  mem,  women  and  children. 

(b)  Bramcote  Sanatorium,  situate  in  the  Bulkington 

Urban  District.  This  is  used  for  advanced  cases 

% 

and  ha  si  accommodation  for  41  beds. 

(2)  Maternity. 

No  hospital  or  home  is  provided  bv  the  Council,  but 
by  agreement  with  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire 
Hospital  and  with  the  Board  of  Guardians,  beds  in  the 
Maternity  Wards  at  this  Hospital  and  at  the  Gulson 
Road  Hospital  are  at  the  call  of  the  Maternitv  and  Child 
Welfare  Committee. 

(3)  Children. 

No  provision  is  made  by  the  Council,  but  there  is 
a children’s  ward  at  the  General  Hospital,  and  the 
Guardians  have  a Children’s  Ward. 

(4)  Other. 

The  general  hospital  for  the  City  is  the  Coventry 
and  Warwickshire  Hospital,  situate  in  Stonev  Stanton 
Road.  It  is  a voluntary  institution  and  has  accommo- 
dation for  275  beds. 

The  Gulsoni  Road  Hospital,  provided  by  the 
Guardians,  is  situate  in  Gulson  Road,  and  has  accom- 
modation for  336  beds. 

Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate 
infants  and  homeless  children.  Accommodation  for  any 
of  these  cases  is  available  at  the  Gulson  Road  Institu- 
tion. 

A mbulance  facilities. 

The  Council  has  provided — 

(a)  Motor  Ambulances  and  a van  for  infectious  cases. 
(h)  Motor  Ambulances  for  non-infections  cases  and 
accidents. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

The  Municipal  Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  carried  on  at 
the  Old  Barracks:  Hospital,  and  includes  an  Ante-natal  Clinic. 
No  treatment  is  provided.  (Further  details  appear  on 
page  100). 
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There  are  three  voluntary  Infant  Welfare  Centres 
managed  by  a voluntary  committee  of  ladies,  and  these  are 
situate  at  Leicester  Causeway,  Bray’s  Lane,  and  Dunsmoor, 
Holyhead  Road. 

J 

There  are  no  Day  Nurseries. 

The  School  Clinic  is  situate  in  King  Street  and  contains  : 
General  Treatment,  Dental,  Eye,  X-Ray  and  Cleansing 
Departments.  (See  School  Medical  Officer’s  Report). 

The  Central  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  of  the  Warwick- 
shire and  Coventry  Joint  Committee  is  situate  at  4,  The 
Quadrant.  ft  is  fitted  with  an  X-Ray  Department.  (See 
page  84). 

The  Venereal  Diseases  Treatment  Centre  is  organised 
as  part  of  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital.  (See 
page  94). 

An  Orthopaedic  Clinic  is  carried  on  at  “ Dunsmoor,” 
Holyhead  Road.  It  is  a voluntary  institution. 

Public  Health  Officers.  (See  page  4). 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General. 

There  are  two  nursing  associations — the  Coventry 
and  District  Nursing  Association  and  the  Foleshill 
Nursing  Association.  Private  nurses  are  available  if 
required. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases,  e.g.,  Measles,  etc. 

Bv  agreement  with  the  City  Council  the  home  nurs- 
ing of  measles,  German  measles,  whooping  cough,  puer- 
peral fewer  and  puerperal  pyrexia  is  performed  by  the 
two1  Nursing  Associations.  A retaining  fee  is  paid,  ^’50 
per  annum  to  the  Coventry  Association,  and  ^{'8  6s.  8d. 
to'  the  Foleshill  Association,  to  cover  all  cases  attended 
and  nursed.  A return  of  all  such  cases  attended  is  sent 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  arrangements  for 
general  home  nursing  in  the  Citv  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
two  voluntary  Nursing  Associations. 

Midwives. 

The  City  Council  does  not  employ  practising  midwives, 
nor  does  it  subsidize  any. 

The  number  of  practising  midwives  in  the  City  is  44, 
and  some  details  of  their  work  are  given  on  page  106. 
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CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  WORK. 

Chemical  examinations  of  water  are  carried  out  bv  the 
Chemist  appointed  by  the  Waterworks  and  Sewage  Farm  Com- 
mittees, Mr.  Cecil  B.  O.  Jones;  foods  and  drug's  are  submitted  to 
the  Public  Analysts, 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  samples  of  water  anid  of  milk 
are  arranged  for  with  the  Birmingham  University,  and  venereal 
diseases  specimens  are  sent  there  also,  some  few  of  the  latter 
being-  examined  at  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital. 

Bacteriological  examinations  in  aid  of  the  diagnosis  of  infec- 
tious diseases  are  performed  by  the  Lister  Institute,  the  results 
of  which  for  the  year  are  shewn  on  page  70. 


LOCAL  ACTS,  ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYE-LAWS,  AND 
LOCAL  REGULATIONS  (WITH  DATES)  IN 
FORCE  IN  THE  CITY. 


Local  Acts. 

The  Coventry  Corporation  Act, 
The  Coventry  Corporation  Act, 
The  Coventry  Corporation  Act, 
The  Coventry  Corporation  Act, 
The  Coventry  Corporation  Act, 
The  Coventry  Corporation  Act, 


1900 

...  Royal 

Assent,  6/8/1900 

1907 

• • • )) 

,,  2/8/1907 

1 9 1 1 

. . . 99 

,,  2/6/1911 

1920 

. . . 99 

,,  4/8/1920 

1921 

* • 9 9 

,,  17/8/1921 

1927 

• • • 9 9 

,,  29/7/1927 

Adoptive  Acts. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  i88g 
The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890 
The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 
The  Museums  and  Gymnasiums  Act,  1891  ... 
The  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892 
The  Public  Libraries  Acts 
The  Baths  and  Washhouses  Acts  ... 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 
(Various  parts). 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1925  (Parts  II.,  III. 
Section  33],  IV.  and  V.) 


1846, 


[less 


1 1 1 1 1890 
do. 
do. 

1/9/ 1894 
3/4/1893 
1867 

1847,  i87S 

1910 


/3/1 926 


Bye-Laws. 

Common  Lodging:  Houses 
Slaug-hter  Houses  ... 
Nuisances 

Houses  let  in  Lodging's 
Public  Baths 

New  Streets  and  Building's 
Employment  of  Children 
Offensive  Trades 


7/7/1859  and  26/4/1892- 
...  24/5/1859 

...  14/12/1885 

Q / I I / 1 893 
30/3/ !927 
30/4/19!° 

...  26/10/1920 


Local  Regulations. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  •••  3°  1 *9° 
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VII  OTHER  SERVICES. 

MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACT,  1913. 

The  following-  is  from  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Committee  for  the  year  1927  : — 

“There  have  been  154  cases  under  consideration  during-  the 
year. 

Ten  new  cases  have  been  notified  to  the  Local  Authority, 
bringing  the  total  number  of  cases  notified  under  the  Act  to  1 4 1 . 
Of  these,  8 have  died,  5 are  in  Asylums,  27  are  in  approved  insti- 
tutions, 1 is  in  a Rescue  Home,  93  are  under  supervision  in  their 
own  homes,  2 have  left  Coventry,  and  5 have  been  certified  as 
lunatics  and  removed  from  the  register. 

Three  fresh  cases  have  been  sent  under  orders  to  institutions 
during-  the  year,  and  one  other  case  is  awaiting  removal  to 
an  institution.  One  case  was  discharged  by  the  Board  of  Con- 
trol from  the  institution  in  which  she  was  detained,  and  another 
case  was  transferred  from  Stoke  Park  Institution  to  Rampton 
State  Institution. 

On  the  31st  December  the  Committee  was  responsible  for 
the  maintenance  of  20  defectives  in  the  following  institutions  : — 
The  Midland  Counties’  Institution,  Knowle,  10;  Whittington  Hall, 
Chesterfield,  3;  Worcester  Poor  Law  Institution,  2;  Walsham 
How  Home,  Walthamstow,  1 ; and  Stapleton  Poor  Law  Institu- 
tion, Bristol,  4. 

There  are  8 other  notified  defectives  in  institutions  as  fol- 
lows : — London  Road  Poor  Law  Institution,  2;  Rampton  State 
Institution,  3;  Whittington  Hall,  1 ; Rescue  Home,  1 ; Red  House 
Farm,  Norwich,  1 ; but  these  are  not  a charge  upon  the  Com- 
mittee. 

‘ Statutory  ’ cases  to  the  number  of  93,  and  18  ‘ voluntary  ’ 
cases  have  been  under  supervision  in  their  own  homes. 

Visits  to  the  number  of  299  have  been  paid  to  the  homes  of 
cases  coming  under  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  during 
the  year. 

The  average  cost  per  case  per  week  for  the  20  cases  main- 
tained by  the  Committee  ini  institutions  at  the  31st  December  was 
22s.  6d.,  as  compared  with  24s.  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
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The  case  of  the  Coventry  woman  (referred  to  last  year)  who 
whilst  detained  in  the  Winson  Green  Prison  was  dealt  with  on 
the  certificate  of  the  Home  Secretary  and  sent  to  the  Devonport 
Poor  Law  Institution!  o-ni  the  18th  February,  again  came  under 
review  when  on  the  9th  August  the  Board  of  Control  discharged 
her  from  that  institution. 

During  the  year  the  names  of  six  cases  who  were  inmates 
of  the  Poor  Law  Institution  were  referred  to-  the  Committee  by  ■ 
the  Board  of  Control  001  the  ground  that  representations  had 
been  received  from  the  Board  of  Guardians  that  these  were  per- 
sons found  to  be  neglected,  and  that  circumstances  existed  which 
in  their  opinion  constituted  a special  reason  why  they  should  be  < 
dealt  with  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act. 

Two  casies  were  reported  by  the  Chief  Constable  as  being 
persons  coming  within  his  purview  who  appeared  to  be  defec- 
tives. Both  of  these  were  examined,  and  one  case  was  referred 
to-  the  special  Mental  Clinic  at  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire 
Hospital,  whilst  the  other,  a girl  of  school  age,  was  sent  to  the 
Special  School. 

The  panel  of  medical  practitioners  approved  to  sign  certifi- 
cates under  the  Act  was  added  to  during  the  year  by  the  inclusion 
of  the  names  of  Dr.  Horwood  and  Dr.  Moir,  the  two-  Assistant 
School  Medical  Officers. 

A child  of  six  years,  an  inmate  of  the  Fountain  Mental  Hos^ 
pital,  London,  was  granted  leave  of  absence  to-  the  care  of  his 
parents,  who>  had  come  from  London  to-  live  ini  Coventry.  This 
child  has  been  visited  on  several  occasions,  and  at  the  request 
of  the  London  County  Council  a certificate  and  report  were  pre- 
pared in  regard  to'  him  on  the  expiration,  of  his  leave. 

The  peculiar  case  of  a youth  of  eighteen  received  considera- 
tion during  the  year.  His  father  had  obtained  several  posts  for 
him,  but,  after  a few  weeks,  he  would  throw  up  his  job  and  dis- 
appear with  his  wages,  returning  home  after  a week  or  more  T 
without  money  or  explanation.  On  the  occasion  of  the  two  last  I 
escapades  he  sought  admission  to1  the  Union,  and  gave  an  I 
untruthful  account  of  himself  and  his  family.  He  was  examined  I 
on  two*  separate  occasions,  and  his  School  history'  records  were  I 
also  considered,  but  it  was  not  possible  to-  find  any  evidence  of 
mental  deficiency  as  defined  by  the  Act. 


I 2 I 


The  Committee  authorised  the  Visitor  (Miss  Barratt)  to 
attend  a course  of  lectures  organised  by  the  Central  Association 
for  Mental  Welfare  which  was  held  in  London  for  Visitors  under 
the  Mental  Deficiency  Act. 

The  Board  of  Control  submitted  a further  series  of  observa- 
tions to  the  Committee  during-  the  year,  and  it  was  arranged  that 
a deputation  should  visit  the  Board  early  in  1928. 

The  passage  into  law  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1927, 
will  remove  several  difficulties  which  experience  of  the  practical 
administration  of  the  Act  of  1913  has  brought  to  light,  and  in 
particular  the  definition  of  mental  defectiveness  which  is  now 
laid  down  will  bring  within  the  range  of  ‘ persons  liable  to  be 
dealt  with  ’ a number  of  cases  previously  excluded.  T his  defini- 
tion is  as  follows  : — 

‘ “ Mental  defectiveness  ” means  a condition  of  arrested 
or  incomplete  development  of  mind  existing  before  the  age 
of  eighteen  years,  whether  arising  from  inherent  causes  or 
induced  by  disease  or  injury.’  ” 

BLIND  PERSONS  ACT,  1920. 

The  local  administration  of  the  work  under  this  Act  has  been 
delegated  by  the  Council  to  the  Coventry  Society  for  the  Blind, 
who  carry  out  all  the  duties  prescribed,  except  that  relating  to 
home  workers.  These  are  employed  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Birmingham  Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

In  connection  with  the  blind  home  workers  the  Local  Autho- 
rity paid  the  Birmingham  Institution  at  the  rate  of  grant  for  grant 
with  the  amount  paid  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  which  amounts 
approximately  to  ^20  per  worker  per  annum.  During  the  year 
ended  March  31st,  1928,  ^'169  3s.  od.  was  paid  in  this  connection. 

Ihe  Institution  provides  these  workers  with  material  at  cost 
Pnce,  and  when  necessary  arranges  to  dispose  of  their  finished 
articles;  it  augments,  up  to  a maximum  amount  of  10/-  per  week, 
their  actual  earnings,  the  lower  the  earnings  the  more  augmenta- 
tion is  paid  according  to  a definite  scale. 

An  annual  donation  is  made  to  the  National  Library  for  the 
Blind,  based  on  the  number  of  blind  persons  in  the  City  able  to 
benefit  from  the  Library’s  books.  Braille  publications  are  now 
available  through  the  Central  Public  Library. 
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The  Coventry  Society  for  the  Blind  had  99  persons  on  the 
Register  of  the  Blind  in  the  City  on  the  31st  December,  1927, 
and  the  grant  made  to  the  Society  by  the  Local  Authority  for  the 
twelve  months  ended  the  31st  March,  1927,  amounted  to  ^130 
17s.  od. 

There  is  a local  depot  for  the  sale  of  articles  produced  by 
the  blind. 

The  Postmaster  kindly  informs  me  that  under  the  facilities 
provided  by  the  Wireless  Telegraphy  (Facilities  for  Blind  Persons) 
Act,  47  free  licences  have  been  issued  to  blind  persons  in  the 
City. 
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Summary  of  Annual  Return  Concerning  Blind  Persons  on  the 
gister  of  the  Coventry  Society  for  the  Blind  at  December  31st,  1927 

TABLE  I.  Number  of  Blind  Persons  on  Register  (In  age  groups.) 


Age  periods.  Total 


-5 

5-16 

16—21 

21-30 

30- 

-40 

40—50 

50- 

-60 

60—70 

70  & 

1 

over  | M. 

F. 

P. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

3 4 

1 1 

3 . . 

7 

3 

7 7 

9 

5 

7 13 

9 

20  46 

! 

53 

TABLE  II.— Age  incidence  of  Blindness  amongst  those  on  Register. 


Age  periods. 


)-l 

1-5 

5- 

-10 

10 

20 

20  -30  30—40 

40—50 

50 

60 

60- 

-70 

•3 

0 

1 L" 

over 

[.  F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F 

M.  F.  j M.  F. 

M.  F 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

3 6 

2 5 

1 

1 

5 

3 

3 3 3 3 

8 6 

1 

10 

11 

8 

3 

8 

TABLE  III.— Employment  of  Blind  Persons  (Age  16  and  over.) 


Employed 

Trained 

but 

Unemployed 

Under 

Training 

No  training 
but 

trainable 

Unemployable 

Total 

P. 

Total 

M.  F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F.  Total 

M. 

F 

Total 

M. 

Per- 
F.  sons 

5 

20 

4 •• 

J 

4 

• • 

1 

• • • • 

24 

44 

68 

43 

49  92 

TABLE  III.  (a.)  — Occupations  of  those  employed. 


Tuners  

4 

Upholsterer 

1 

Basket  and  Cane  Workers 

3 

Journalist 

1 

Boot  Repairers  . . 

2 

Teacher  of  Music 

1 

Knitters 

2 

Lithographer 

1 

Head  Phone  Testers 

2 

Manufacturer’s  Agent  .. 

1 

Typists 

2 

TABLE  IY.— Physically  and  Mentally  Defective  Blind  Persons. 


Mentally 
Active  (a). 

Physically 
defective  (b). 

Deaf  (0). 

Combinations  of 
a.  b.  and  c. 

Total 

F. 

Tot. 

M. 

F. 

Tot. 

M. 

F. 

Tot. 

>> 

l * 

1-3 

0 

er+- 

M. 

F. 

Per- 

sons 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

2 

3 

5 

Nil. 

4 

6 

10 

TABLE  Y.— School  Age  period  (5-16)  According  to  Mental  or  Physical  condition. 


formal 

Mentally 

defective 

Physically 

defective 

Deaf 

Total 

Total 

defectives 

Percentage 

defective 

F.  Tot. 

M.  F.  Tot. 

M.  F Tot. 

3 5 

112 

Nil. 

Nil. 

7 

2 

28 
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SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THEATRES,  MUSIC 

HALLS,  &c. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health’s  Circular  (No.  120),  an  inspection  of  the  sanitary  con- 
ditions of  the  sixteen  theatres,  music:  halls  and  places  of  public 
entertainment  in  the  district  has  been  made,  and  reports  sub- 
mitted to  the  Public  Health  and  Watch  Committees. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS  AND  ORDERS  OF  THE 
MINISTRY  OF  AGRICULTURE. 

Mr.  Martini,  Inspector  under  these  Acts,  reports  as 
follows  : — 

“ No  outbreaks  of  Glanders,  Anthrax  or  Parasitic  Mange 
were  recorded  during  the  year. 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease. — Although  no  case  of  Foot  and 
Mouth  Disease  occurred  in.  the  City  during  the  year,  Coventry 
was  on  two>  occasions  included  in  an  Infected  Area  by  Order  of 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  and  the  necessary  licences  were  issued 
for  the  movement  of  fat  cattle  into:  the  City  for  slaughter. 

Swine  Fever. — One  outbreak  of  this  disease  was  reported  to 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  confirmed  during  the  year.  The 
usual  detention  notices  were  served,  and  the  premises  were  duly 
cleansed  and  disinfected  ini  the  prescribed  manner. 

Movement  or  Animals  (Records)  Order  (1925). 

This  Order,  which  came  into  operation  on  1st  February,  1926, 
has  for  its  object  the  provision  of  a ready  means  of  tracing  animals 
which  may  have  been  in  contact  with  diseased  or  suspected 
animals.  The  Order  requires  a record,  with  certain  exceptions, 
to  be  kept  in  a specified  form,  by  any  person  who  moves  cattle, 
sheep  or  pigs  to  or  from  premises. 

During  the  year  inspections  were  made  as  often  as  possible, 
in  order  to  ascertain  if  the  requirements  of  the  Order  were  being 
complied  with. 

Markets,  Sales  and  Fairs  Order,  1925. 

The  periodical  cleansing  and  disinfecting  of  the  Market  and 
Sale  Yard  has  been,  carried  out  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  Order 
of  the  Ministry,  and  no  case  of  any  of  the  scheduled  diseases  has 
been  observed  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector  in  attendance. 
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Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  (Boiling  of  Animal  Foodstuffs) 

Order. 

This  is  a new  Order  issued  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries,  which  came  into  operation  on  7th  March,  1927, 
and  has  been  made  with  a view  to  preventing-  the  introduction  and 
spread  of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  by  the  use  of  animal  foodstuffs. 

The  Order  provides  that  any  meat,  bones,  offal  or  other  part 
of  the  carcase  of  an  animal  intended  to  be  used  for  the  food  of 
animals  shall  be  boiled  for  an  hour  before  being-  brought  into 
contact  with,  or  fed,  to  animals. 

Copies  of  the  Order  have  been  addressed  to  butchers,  farmers 
and  other  persons  concerned  within  the  City.” 

FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT. 

Five  samples  of  ground  oats  and  one  sample  of  pea  meal  were 
submitted  to  the  Agricultural  Analyst,  who  certified  the  same  to  be 
quite  satisfactory. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 

Mr.  Martin,  the  Executive  Oificer  under  this  Act,  reports  as 
follows  : — 

No.  of  rat-infested  premises  under  observation,  Decern- 

ber,  1926  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 15 

,,  ,,  complaints  received  during  the  year  ...  ...  76 

,,  ,,  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

,,  ,,  re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  408 

,,  ,,  poison  baits  laid  by  the  Staff  of  the  Public  Health 

Department  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,094 

,,  ,,  poison  baits  laid  in  sewers  ...  ...  ...  450 

,,  ,,  tins  of  poison  supplied  to  occupiers  of  premises  ...  288 

,,  ,,  instances  where  smoke  and  sulphur  were  applied 

to'  rat  runs  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

,,  ,,  notices  sent  requiring  premises  to  be  made  rat- 

proof  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

,,  ,,  rat  runs  from  defective  drains  sealed  up  and  defects 

in  drains  remedied  ...  ...  ...  16 
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No.  of  premises  made  rat-proof  ...  ...  ...  I2 

,,  cases  where  some  improvement  was  reported  ...  16 

,,  instances  where,  on  subsequent  inspection,  premises 

were  reported  to  be  free  from  rats  ...  ...  57 

,,  rat-infested  premises  under  observation  at  the  close 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  134 

,,  carcases  or  tails  of  rats  for  which  awards  were  paid 

at  the  Refuse  Destructor  ...  ...  ...  7,889 

In  all  cases  where  premises  are  found  to  be  infested  with 
rats,  a leaflet  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  explaining 
methods  of  rat  destruction,  is  supplied  to  the  occupier. 


y > 


y y 


y y 


VIII.  HOUSING. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES. 

It  has  again  not  been  possible  to  put  into  operation  the 
sections  of  the  Housing  Acts  relating  to  the  closure  of  unfit 
houses,  owing  to  the  absence  of  alternative  accommodation  for 
displaced  tenants. 

The  usual  re-inspection  was  made  during  the  year  of  all 
houses  which,  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1909,  had  been  con- 
verted from  back-to-back  to  through-ventilated  houses,  and  it  is 
satisfactory  to  report  that,  without  exception,  the  houses  were 
properly  occupied  as  through-ventilated  houses. 
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I he  City  Engineer  kindly  provides  the  following  information  : — 


PLANS 

APPROVED. 

. 

m 

C/2 

oc 

— 

Year 
ending 
30tL  Nov 

1 

Houses. 

Factories 

and 

Workshop 

| Alteration 
and 

i Additions. 

Miscellan’ 

Public 

Buildings. 

Churches. 

Chapels. 

Schools. 

Streets. 

Totals. 

1903 

810 

16 

95 

68 

1 

0 

0^ 

1 

4 

995 

1904 

535 

26 

80 

56 

3 

0 

0 

0 

16 

716 

1905 

523 

33 

69 

50 

1 

0 

0 

1 

8 

685 

1906 

1116 

55 

45 

64 

4 

0 

1 

2 

26 

1313 

1907 

1275 

70 

45 

105 

1 

0 

1 

4* 

35 

1536 

1908 

1084 

16 

42 

94 

2 

1 

1 

0 

17 

1257 

1909 

1030 

40 

54 

111 

1 

1 

0 

2 

4 

1243 

1910 

1205 

34 

62 

141 

2 

0 

1 

2 

30 

1477 

1911 

1386 

40 

62 

147 

8 

0 

0 

2 

5 

1650 

1912 

622 

69 

102 

140 

3* 

0 

0 

3* 

16 

955 

1913 

1236 

76 

98 

113 

7 

0 

0 

1 

15 

1645 

1914 

1189 

43 

91 

118 

2 

1 

0 

4* 

3 

1451 

1915 

510 

77 

46 

119 

2* 

2 

0 

0 

6 

762 

1916 

163 

75 

55 

86 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

382 

1917 

287 

69 

34 

46 

3 

0 

0 

0 

8 

447 

1918 

71 

41 

27 

50 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

189 

1919 

126 

63 

54 

272 

2* 

0 

0 

0 

] 

518 

1920 

686 

55 

55 

308 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1106 

1921 

36 

20 

34 

122 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

218 

1922 

127 

27 

61 

141 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

349 

1923 

408 

39 

42 

121 

0 

1 

0 

1 

3 

615 

1924 

539 

23 

32 

246 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

844 

1925 

1159 

33 

49 

203 

1 

0 

0 

1 

3 

1449 

1926 

1037 

21 

61 

206 

0 

0 

0 

0 

40 

1364 

1927 

*869 

23 

90 

281 

0 

2 

1 

4 

7 

1277 

BUILDINGS  COMPLETED. 

1903 

622 

15 

34 

8 

2 

0 

0 

0 

6 

687 

1904 

671 

L3 

39 

21 

0 

0 

0 

2* 

0 

746 

1905 

378 

14 

14 

11 

2 

0 

0 

1 

6 

426 

1906 

728 

34 

7 

16 

2 

0 

0 

2 

13 

802 

1907 

1010 

48 

20 

32 

2 

0 

0 

1 

18 

1131 

1908 

1188 

26 

21 

44 

2 

0 

2 

1 

7 

1291 

1909 

1169 

32 

28 

49 

5 

0 

0 

1 

14 

1298 

1910 

959 

45 

20 

61 

2 

0 

0 

0 

13 

1100 

1911 

1211 

39 

46 

66 

4 

1 

0 

4 * 

19 

1390 

1912 

894 

67 

53 

99 

2 

0 

0 

0 

5 

1120 

1913 

838 

67 

60 

80 

12 

0 

0 

4* 

10  , 

1071 

1914 

927 

32 

56 

82 

1 

2* 

0 

1 

14 

1115 

1915 

785 

46 

50 

85 

2* 

0 

0 

1 

rr 

( 

976 

1916 

418 

49 

27 

26 

2 

1 

0 

1 

8 

532 

1917 

176 

62 

24 

19 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

285 

1918 

251 

29 

9 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

294 

1919 

125 

42 

21 

83 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

272 

1920 

277 

55 

27 

103 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

468 

1921 

367 

22 

11 

52 

0 

0 

0 

6 

9 

467 

1922 

223 

11 

20 

85 

1 

0 

0 

1* 

7 

348 

1923 

122 

15 

25 

131 

0 

0 

1 

0 

5 

299 

1924 

324 

16 

20 

206 

0 

0 

2 

1 

4 

573 

1925 

536 

13 

31 

134 

0 

1 

0 

1 

30 

746 

1926 

877 

20 

51 

176 

0 

0 

0 

1 

21 

1146 

1927 

f 1328 

18 

65 

247 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

1665 

* Of  the  869  houses  for  which  plans  have  been  approved,  723  are  for  Private  Enterprise, 
74  for  Re-housing  Schemes  in  connection  with  the  New  Street  Schemes,  and  72  as 
part  of  the  Corporation  Housing  Scheme. 

f Of  the  1328  houses  completed,  864  were  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  and  464  by 
the  Council  as  part  of  the  Corporation  Housing  Scheme. 
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The  Housing-  Director  kindly  provides  the  following  informa- 
tion concerning  new  houses  : — 

Number  of  New  Houses  Erected  During  the  Year  : — 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,301 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : — 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  481 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  807 

The  following  information  is  supplied  at  the  request  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  : — 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public.  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  784 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing  Con- 
solidated Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  2 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  395 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit,  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ..:  ...  299 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act, 

T925  •— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  *64 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

* This  figure  represents  actual  structural  alterations  to  houses  and  does  not 
include  matters  dealt  with  merely  as  nuisances. 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1925  : — 


(t)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  f 2 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursu- 

ance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

t These  houses  were  demolished  without  the  necessity  of  making  Demolition 
Orders. 


Extension  of  the  Boundary. 

In  the  earlier  portion  of  the  year  a considerable  amount  of 
work  devolved  upon  the  Public  Health  Department — as  also  upon 
other  Departments — in  the  preparation  of  evidence  that  might  be 

required. 

Among  this  were  two  charts  which  appear  to  be  of  sufficient 
interest  to  reproduce  here.  The  first  of  these,  facing  page  34, 
represents  the  progress  made  in  the  conversion  of  privies  since 


: 1 

1 : 

1 l 

■ 


1890.  In  the  years  1891  and  1899  there  were  large  increases  in  the 
number  of  privies  on  account  of  two  extensions  of  the  boundary, 
the  maximum  number  in  the  latter  year  reaching  1,397;  and  by 
1925  these  were  reduced  to  7;  all  of  these  latter  were  situated  too 
far  from  the  sewers  to  permit  of  conversion  The  whole  of  the 
conversion  work  was  accomplished  without  any  expense  to  the 
Corporation.  If  this  chart  is  continued  for  1928,  covering  the 
present  extension,  the  approximate  number  of  privies  is  estimated 
to  amount  to  149. 

The  second  chart,  facing  page  35,  shews  the  similar  progress 
made  in  the  diminution  in  the  number  of  ashpits.  The  first  year 
dealt  with  is  1896,  when  practically  every  house  had  or  shared  an 
ashpit.  By  1926  all  but  38  had  been  replaced  by  sanitary  dust- 
bins. The  area  added  by  the  extension  contains  approximately 
102  ashpits  and  323  pail  closets. 

I am  appending  to  this  Report  an  extended  schedule  of  the 
ages  at,  and  causes  of  deaths,  the  Annual  Returns  (on  Tables  I. 
and  II.)  of  the  work  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  and  my  Annual 
Report  as  School  Medical  Officer. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  SNELL, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Public  Health  Department, 

Council  House, 

Coventry, 

May  31st,  1928. 


EXTENDED  SCHEDULE  OF  AGES  AND  CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  YEAR  1927. 

* Only  those  causes  under  which  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year  are  given  in  this  Table. 
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175-196  \ V iolent  deaths,  excluding 


TABLE  I. 

Annual  Return  showing  the  work  of  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary 

during  the  year  1927. 


DIAGNOSIS. 


A.  New  Gases  examined  during 
the  year  (excluding  contacts) : 

(a)  Definitely  tuberculous 

( b ) Doubtfully  tuberculous 


(c)  Non-tuberculous 


year : — 

(a)  Definitely  tuberculous 

( b ) Doubtfully  tuberculous 

(c)  Non-tuberculous 


C.  Cases  written  off  the  Dispen- 
sary Register  as  : — 
la)  Cured 


in  error. 


D.  Number  of  Persons  on  D spen 
sary  Register  on  Dec.  31st:  — 

(a)  Diagnosis  completed 

(b)  Diagnosis  not  completed  .. 


Number  of  persons  on  Dispensary 
Register  on  January  1st  . . 

611 

10. 

Number  of  patients  transferred 
from  other  areas  and  of  ‘ ‘ lost  sight 
of  ” cases  returned 

36 

11. 

Number  of  patients  transferred 
to  other  areas  and  cases  “lost 
sight  of  ” 

116 

12. 

Died  during  the  year 

113 

Number  of  observation  cases  under 
A (b)  & B (b)  above,  in  which  period 
of  observation  exceeded  2 months 

12 

13. 

Number  of  attendances  at  the 
Dispensary  (including  contacts) 

2797 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

Adults 

Children 

Adults  ! 

Children 

Adults 

Chil 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

INI 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

62 

35 

2 

2 

4 

V 

6 

5 

66 

41 

2 

15 

14 

6 

94 

58 

27 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

• • 

1 

0 

2 

25 

50 

65 

39 

24 

2 

4 

1 

' * 

2 

1 

40 

24 

4 

• • 

• • 

• • 

. . 

• • 

. • 

140 

129 

102 

247 

108 

19 

18 

10 

13 

14 

17 

257 

121 

33 

3 

• • 

• • 

3. 

4. 

5. 


7. 


8. 


9. 


Number  of  attendances  of  non- 
pulmonary  cases  at  Orthopaedic 
Out-stations  for  treatment  or 
supervision  . . . . . . 20 

N umber  of  attendances,  at  General 
Hospitals  or  other  Institutions 
approved  for  the  purpose,  of 
patients  for  : — 

(a)  “ Light  ” treatment  ..  . . (a)  125 

( b ) Other  special  forms  of  treat- 
ment. . . . . . . . . . (b)  141 

Number  of  patients  to  whom  Den- 
tal Treatment  was  given,  at  or  in 
connection  with  the  Dispensary. . 60 


Number  of  consultations  with 
medical  practitioners  : — 

(i a j At  Homes  of  Applicants  ..  (r 
( b ) Otherwise  . . . . . . (6 

Number  of  other  visits  by  Tuber- 
culosis Officers  to  Homes. . 

Number  of  visits  by  Nurses  or 
Health  Visitors  to  Homes  for 
Dispensary  purposes 

Number  of  : — 

(a)  Specimens  of  sputum,  etc. 

examined..  ..  ..  ••(a), 

( b ) X-ray  examinations  made  in 
connection  with  Dispensary  work(6) 

14.  Number  of  Insured  Persons  on 
Dispensary  Register  on  the  31st 
December 

15.  Number  of  Insured  Persons  under 
Domiciliary  Treatment  on  the 
31st  December 

16.  Number  of  reports  received  during 
the  year  in  respect  of  Insured 
persons 

(a)  Form  G.P.17 (< 

(b)  Form  G P.36 ( b 
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TABLE  II. 

turn  showing  the  immediate  results  of  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  patients  and  of  observa- 
tion of  doubtful  cases  discharged  from  Residential  Institutions  during  the  year  1927. 
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Condition  at  time 
of  discharge. 


Duration  of  Residential  Treatment  in  the  Institutions. 


Under  3 
months 


3-6  months.  6-12  months. 


More  than 
12  months.  jTotal 


M.  F.  Ch.  M.  F.  Ch.  M.  F.  Ch.  M.  F.  Ch. 


Quiescent 

Improved  . . . . 1 

No  material  improvement  2 
Died  in  Institutions  ..  .. 


2 

2 

1 


Quiescent 

Improved 

No  material  improvement 
Died  in  Institutions 
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Quiescent 
Improved  . . 

No  material  improvement 
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Improved 

No  material  improvement 
Died  in  Institutions 
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7 

2 
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3 


3 

8 

5 


13 


1 

32 

5 


24 

30 

17 


Quiescent  or  Arrested 

Improved  . . 

..  1 . . 

....  3 4 

No  material  improvement 

1 . . .. 

Died  in  Institutions 
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Quiescent  or  Arrested 
Improved 

No  material  improvement 
Died  in  Institutions 


Quiescent  or  Arrested  . . 
Improved  ..  ..  ..  .. 

No  material  improvement  1 
Died  in  Institutions  . . 1 


Quiescent  or  Arrested 
Improved 

No  material  improvement 
Died  in  Institutions 


Underlweek.  1-2  weeks. 


2-4  weeks. 


More  than 
4 weeks. 


1 

1 


Tuberculous 
Non -tuberculous 
Doubtful  . . 
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(Resigned  April  13th,  1927). 
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M.R.C.S. 

- T.  E.  C.  Cole,  M.A.,  M.D.,  M.R.C  P. 
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§ Certificate  of  Central  Midwives  Board, 
f Health  Visitor’s  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 
J Certificated  (Fever)  Nurse. 
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CITY  OF  COVENTRY. 

♦— — 

Twenty-third  Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 

♦ 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Councillors  of  the  City  of  Coventry. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  the  twenty-third  Annual 
Report  concerning  the  schools  and  school  children  under  your 
superintendence  in  this  Citv,  a system  of  medical  inspection 
having  been  inaugurated  by  vour  Council  in  1905. 

The  Hoard  of  Education  (November,  1925)  issued  a circular 
letter  with  suggestions  for  the  arrangement  of  Annual  Reports, 
the  subject  matter  of  this  Report  is  therefore  arranged  in  accord- 
ance, as  far  as  possible,  w ith  those  suggestions. 

1 Staff. 

The  names  of  the  staff  are  set  out  on  page  144. 

2.  General  Observations. 

Dr.  A.  H.  Newton,  who  had  been  connected  with  the  School 
Medical  staff  since  1914,  severed  his  connection  with  the  service 
m April,  1927,  to  give  his  whole  time  to  private  practice. 

Dr.  O.  R.  Norwood  was  then  appointed,  and  again — for  the 
first  time  since  1922 — there  were  two  whole-time  Assistant  School 
Medical  Ollicers.  Nurse  Neale  resigned  in  May  and  her  place 
"'as  taken  bv  Nurse  Hats  lord.  No  other  change  in  the  staff 
occurred. 
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The  re-building  of  the  Corley  Residential  Open-Air  School 
was  completed  early  in  the  year  and  opened  for  the  admission  of 
children  in  May  ; a report  on  the  working  of  the  school  appears 
on  page  160. 

Somewhat  severe  outbreaks  of  Diphtheria  occurred  among 
the  children  of  Frederick  Bird  School  and  Folly  Lane  School. 
The  type  of  the  illness  was  much  more  virulent  than  has  been  met 
with  in  Coventry  for  many  years,  and  several  deaths  occurred. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Ffolbrook  Lane  School  was  the 
centre  of  an  outbreak  of  Small  Pox  ; 19  cases  (9  of  these  living  in 
the  Coventry  Rural  District)  occurred  among  children  attending 
that  school  and  many  secondary  cases  in  their  homes.  The 
Public  Vaccinator  of  that  district  vaccinated  about  400  of  the 
school  children  ; the  fact  that  the  children  at  the  school  resided  in 
the  areas  of  three  different  Sanitarv  Authorities  rendered  the  deal- 
ing with  the  outbreak  more  difficult  than  would  otherwise  have 
been  the  case. 

A system  of  medical  inspection  of  school  children  has  now 
been  compulsory  in  this  country  for  twenty  years.  For  some 
years  prior  to  1907  it  was  becoming  more  and  more  apparent  that 
local  health  authorities  would  have,  sooner  or  later,  to  extend 
their  activities  bevond  the  mere  care  for  the  environment  of  the 
individual  to  the  individual  himself.  Those  of  us  who  have  been 
able  to  watch  the  results  obtained  over  this  period  of  time  are  in 
a position  to  opine  that  the  Education  (Administrative  Provisions) 
Act  of  1907  has  been  second  in  importance  only  to  the  great 
Public  Health  Act  of  1875.  The  results  obtained  on  the  health 
and  well-being  of  the  next  generation  have  been  startlingly 
apparent. 

It  has  to  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  the  mere  provision  1 t' 
of  remedial  measures  for  defects  observed  should  also  be  accom- 
panied by  the  application  of  all  those  preventive  steps  which  our 
advancing  knowledge  enables  us  to  apply. 

Much  remains  to  be  learnt  concerning  the  “ nurture  ” of  the 
individual  from  his  ante-natal  life  onwards  so  that  the  defects 
found  at  school  age  mav  be  avoided.  Hence  the  necessitv  of  a 
close  association  between  the  School  Medical  Service  and  the 
Infant  Welfare  Centre,  and  the  desirability  of  possessing  a 
medical  staff  with  some  leisure  for  assistance  in  research  over 
and  above  the  time  required  for  mere  routine  examinations. 
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3.  School  Hygiene. 

There  are  it)  Council  Elementary  Schools,  with  47  Depart- 
ments, and  9 Non-Provided  Elementary  Schools,  with  14  Depart- 
ments; there  are  also  4 Secondary  Schools,  1 Junior  Technical 
School,  1 School  for  Mental  Defectives  (non-residential),  and  1 
open-air  school. 

The  nominal  total  accommodation  of  the  Elementary  Schools 
at  the  close  of  the  year  was  for  20,784  scholars.  There  were 
21,067  children  on  the  school  registers  at  the  close  of  the  year, 
the  average  for  the  year  being  21,254. 

The  average  attendance  was  18,994,  which  gave  an  average 
percentage  attendance  for  the  year  of  90.2. 

A report  concerning  the  hygienic  condition  of  the  schools  was 
made  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1920.  As  most  of  the  Coventry 
schools  are  buildings  erected  in  comparatively  recent  times,  thev 
are  built  on  modern  lines. 

The  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers  are  requested  to  report 
on  any  undesirable  conditions  found  on  their  visits,  and  these,  if 
considered  important  and  remediable,  are  reported  to  the  Educa- 
tion Department. 

The  Board  of  Education  ask  for  a review  of  the  arrange- 
ments for  dealing  with  children  who  bring  their  mid-dav  meal  to 
school  with  them.  Tn  a City  like  Coventry,  where  the  great 
majority  of  the  children  live  within  easv  reach  of  the  school,  the 
number  of  children  who  bring  meals  to  school  is  so  small  that  no 
special  arrangements  for  such  are  made.  At  the  Special  School, 
Wheatley  Street,  which  is  attended  by  scholars  from  all  over  the 
City,  a proper  mid-day  meal  is  provided  and  the  supervision  of 
the  children  arranged  for;  a mid-dav  meal  is  also  provided  in  con- 
nection with  the  Centaur  Road  Roof  School. 

The  trough  closets  at  Red  Lane  and  Edgewick  Schools  were 
re-placed  during  the  year  with  pedestal  water  closets. 

A new  school  has  been  built  at  Broad  wav,  Earlsdon,  with 
accommodation  for  400  children,  and  it  is  proposed  to  open  this 
on  April  16th,  1928.  The  existing  Earlsdon  School,  composed  of 
senior  mixed  and  infant  departments,  will,  in  future,  consist  of 
senior  girls  and  infants  only,  the  senior  bovs  being  transferred  to 
the  new  school. 

Two  further  schools,  one  a Council  Elementary  School  at 
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Radford,  with  accommodation  lor  1,250  children,  and  another 
N on-provided  Elementary  Roman  Catholic  School  at  Hearsall 
Common,  with  accommodation  for  220  children,  are  in  course  of 
erection,  and  it  is  hoped,  if  financial  circumstances  permit,  to  open 
them  during-  1928. 

4.  Medical  Inspection. 

The  methods  of  medical  inspection  were  given  in  detail  in  the 
Annual  Report  for  1925,  so  need  not  be  repeated  in  this  report. 

In  1927,  6,689  children  were  systematically  examined.  Par- 
ticulars are  set  out  in  Table  I.,  page  179. 

In  addition  there  were  7,890  Special  Inspections  or  Re- 
Inspections. 

5.  Findings  of  Medical  Inspection.* 

Review  of  the  facts  disclosed  bv  medical  inspection. 

(a)  Uncleanliness. 

(1)  Head. — The  standard  of  cleanliness  is  still  being  raised. 
The  appointment  of  another  whole-time  Assistant  Medical  Officer 
has  resulted  in  a decrease  in  the  periodical  systematic  visitation 
by  the  nurses  to  schools  for  verminous  conditions,  and  also  the 
special  examination  of  classes  for  uncleanliness  of  head  and  body, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  more  of  the  time  of  the  nurses  was  taken 
up  in  other  ways.  The  result  is  that  though  the  figures  in  the 
accompanying  table  show  a decrease  on  those  for  1926,  this 
decrease  cannot  be  necessarily  attributed,  as  one  would  suppose, 
to  a general  improvement  of  this  condition.  It  is  a noticeable 
fact  that  children  with  uncleanly  heads  are  often  unattended  bv 
their  parents;  moreover,  these  children  are  weakly,  and  in  manv 
cases  poor  and  miserable.  This  is,  perhaps,  partly  due  to  \ 
(1)  social  ostracism  at  school,  (2)  sometimes  the  mother  has  to  go 
out  to  work,  and  (3)  the  general  home  conditions  show  signs  of 
poverty.  We  all  know  what  happens  when  a man  or  woman  let? 
himself  or  herself  go  to  pieces,  they  lose  heart,  possibly  take  to 
drink;  lice  and  fleas  find  them  a ready  prey,  and  it  is  not  long 
before  disease  turns  up  too.  These  children  often  come  under 
the  heading  of  “catarrhal  children.”  The  above,  of  course,  is 
a brief  outline  of  a vicious  circle. 

*The  notes  under  this  heading  are  mostly  taken  from  Dr.  Horwood's 
observations. 
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During-  the  year,  47  cases  of  verminous  heads  were  cleansed 
at  the  King-  Street  Clinic,  under  the  Education  Act,  1921,  and 
445  at  the  voluntary  request  of  the  parents. 

(2)  Body. — There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
children  bathed  and  their  clothes  sterilised  over  those  of  1926,  due 
mainly  to  the  increased  number  of  cases  of  scabies  found.  Some 
215  baths  were  given  at  the  Cleansing  Station  attached  to  the 
School  Clinic. 

Treatment  at  the  voluntary  request  of  parents  for  uncleanli- 
ness, sore  heads,  etc.,  has  resulted  in  3,802  visits  being  paid  to 
the  Cleansing  Station  by  children. 


TABLE  SHOWING  UNCLEANLINESS  OF  HEADS. 


SCHOOL. 

Total 

cases 

under 

observa- 

tion. 

Total 
number  of 
examina- 
tions of 
children. 

Results  of  Examinations. 

Head 

Notices. 

Exclusion 

Notices. 

Cleansing 

Notices. 

Broad  Street. . 

105 

388 

46 

7 

4 

Centaur  Road 

85 

197 

73 

16 

4 

Cheylesmore  . . 

149 

469 

52 

7 

21 

Earlsdon 

66 

199 

57 

4 

5 

Edgewick 

71 

225 

39 

7 

1 

Folly  Lane  . . 

50 

136 

33 

2 

3 

Frederick  Bird 

192 

402 

69 

13 

6 

Holbrook  Lane 

283 

1165 

219 

41 

27 

John  Gulson 

50 

243 

53 

2 

9 

Little  Heath . . 

48 

159 

25 

5 

3 

Narrow  Lane 

132 

417 

81 

13 

9 

Paradise 

27 

94 

20 

4 

1 

Radford 

76 

219 

59 

8 

3 

Red  Lane 

159 

616 

123 

20 

11 

St.  Peter’s 

71 

253 

78 

9 

4 

South  Street . . 

248 

703 

169 

26 

16 

Spon  Street  . . 

207 

574 

140 

26 

10 

Stoke  Council 

166 

386 

98 

1 

9 

Wheatley  Street 

215 

554 

100 

21 

14 

All  Saints’ 

39 

117 

8 

2 

0 

Sacred  Heart 

38 

113 

9 

2 

St.  Elizabeth’s 

43 

161 

40 

6 

6 

St.  John’s 

89 

229 

49 

11 

6 

St.  Mark’s 

74 

257 

63 

13 

3 

St.  Mary’s 

64 

128 

28 

4 

8 

St.  Michael 's 

101 

271 

113 

9 

4 

St.  Osburg’s  . . 

80 

224 

28 

11 

12 

Stoke  C.  of  E. 

11 

22 

Wheatley  Street  Special 

13 

38 

6 

1 

1 

Totals  . . 

2952 

8959 

1882 

291 

202 

L 
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( b ) Minor  Ailments. 

See  Table  IV.,  Group  I.,  page  184. 

Ringworm  of  the  Scalp. — Again,  treatment  by  X-Rays  still 
remains  the  only  reliable  method  of  treating  ringworm  of  the 
scalp,  which  is  a veritable  plague  in  all  schools  up  to  the  age  of 
14.  Some  people  think  that  X-Rays  cure  ringworm  of  the  scalp, 
this  of  course  is  untrue ; X-Rays  merely  make  the  affected  hairs 
easily  removed.  This  fungus  rapidly  penetrates  to  the  bottom  of 
the  hair  follicle,  and  to  cure  ringworm  it  is  necessary,  after 
removing  the  hairs,  to  rub  in  some  anti-septic  ointment.  Children 
are  not  allowed  to  attend  school  until  they  are  microscopically 
free  from  this  fungus.  Ringworm  fungi  are  very  difficult  to  kill. 

Spontaneous  cure  of  ringworm  of  the  scalp  is  known ; the 
cause  is  as  cryptic  as  the  fact  of  the  fungus  not  attacking  children 
of  15  years  of  age  even  exposed  to  infection. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  done  at  the  Clinic  in  the 
treatment  of  other  minor  ailments. 


CONDITION. 

Number  of 
Cases. 

Attendances. 

Otorrhoea  (discharging  ears) 

96 

1,481 

Deafness  . . 

9 

43 

Wax  in  ears 

133 

136 

Blepharitis  (sore  eye  lids)  .. 

15 

139 

Conjunctivitis 

38 

184 

Miscellaneous 

11 

58 

Totals 

302 

2041 

The  treatment  of  these  conditions  has  gradually  grown  until 
now  it  forms  a regular  part  of  the  work  of  two  or  more  nurses 
after  their  return  from  their  afternoon’s  work  in  the  schools. 


(c)  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  and  middle  ear  disease. 

See  Table  IV.,  Group  III.,  page  185. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Eustachian  tube  from  the  middle 
ear,  before  the  age  of  puberty,  is  a comparatively  straight  one; 
consequently  children  are  in  additional  danger  of  middle  ear 
infection.  After  the  age  of  puberty  it  is  not  so  straight;  more- 


over,  not  only  the  tonsils  and  adenoids  but  the  glands  of  the 
whole  body  tend  to  recede. 

With  enlarged  and  diseased  tonsils  and  adenoids  it  takes  an 
abnormally  strong  child -to  remain  in  anything  like  good  health, 
moreover,  the  general  appearance  of  such  a child,  whilst  growing 
rapidly,  is  very  markedly  altered  for  the  worse,  e.g.,  there  is  the 
adenoidal  nose,  the  adenoidal  teeth,  the  catarrhal  adenoidal  lungs, 
the  rheumatic  heart,  and  the  mental  retardation  associated  with 
this  common  affliction.  It  is  a common  practice  in  the  routine 
medical  examination,  having  looked  at  the  tonsils  and  felt  the 
adenoids,  to  put  the  stethoscope  over  the  apex  beat  and  listen  to 
the  systolic  murmur  of  the  adenoidal  heart,  and  to  lift  up  the  hair 
and  see  the  eczema  and  discharge  from  the  adenoidal  ear. 

The  mere  size  of  the  tonsils  is  not  in  itself  evidence  of  their 
malignity,  a decision  as  to  the  advisability  of  their  removal,  large 
or  small,  should  be  governed  by  the  examination  of  the  ear,  heart, 
lungs,  etc.,  and  the  tonsil  itself. 

The  number  of  children  found  at  the  systematic  examination 
to  be  suffering  from  this  condition  so  severely  as  to  be  advised 
operation  was  450,  or  6.2  per  cent.  It  addition  to  these  there 
were  367  found  at  other  inspections,  making  a total  of  817.  Of 
these,  229  accepted  operative  treatment  under  the  Local  Author- 
ity’s scheme  at  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital,  and  38 
were  operated  on  by  private  practitioners.  Altogether  267  cases 
were  treated  by  operation,  a percentage  of  32.7  of  those  referred. 
The  corresponding  percentages  for  1926  was  19.3,  and  for  1923 
it  was  25. 

( d ) Tuberculosis. 

See  Table  III.,  page  183. 

Children  suffering  from  (a)  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (lungs), 
(b)  Non-Pulmonary  tuberculosis  (bones  and  surrounding  bursae 
and  abdominal  tuberculosis). 

Without  a positive  sputum  and  a distinct  shadow  by  X-Rays 
We  do  not  often  diagnose  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  a child. 
This  seems  to  be  justified  by  the  facts  that  if  one  sends  these 
children  with  catarrhal  lungs  for  a long  stay  at  a Convalescent 
Home  their  lungs  almost  invariably  heal  up.  By  this  we  do  not 
mean  to  imply  that  no  children  ever  get  tuberculosis  of  the  lung, 
because  of  course  they  do,  but  it  is  probably  a much  rarer  disease 
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than  was  thought  a few  years  ago.  After  the  age  of  puberty  they 
do  get  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  indeed  of  a very  serious  type,  but 
the  majority  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  that  we  see  are  either  of 
glands  in  the  neck,  spreading  from  the  tonsillar  gland,  or 
abdominal  tuberculosis  of  a glandular  or  mixed  type,  or  tuber- 
culosis of  bones,  especially  the  growing  ends  of  the  bones  and  the 
surrounding  bursae;  this  latter  class  is  fairly  common  in  children, 
and  it  is  almost  surely  due  to  the  drinking  of  tubercular  cow’s 
milk. 

Whilst  it  may  be  true  that  50  per  cent,  of  tubercular  glands 
start  in  the  tonsil,  yet  there  are  many  other  causes  of  enlarged 
glands. 

(e)  Skin  Diseases. 

See  Minor  Ailments,  Table  IV.,  Group  I.,  page  184. 

These  may  roughly  be  divided  into  (1)  diseases  due  to  animal 
parasites,  e.g. , pediculosis  capitis  and  scabies,  (2)  diseases  due  to 
the  higher  fungi,  ringworm  of  the  scalp  and  body,  (3)  diseases 
due  to  pyogenic  cocci,  the  most  important  of  which  is  impetigo 
contagiosa,  and  (4)  diseases  due  to  filter  passing  viruses,  e.g., 
worts  and  the  like. 

The  main  problem  is  to  deal  with  pediculosis  capitis  (head 
lice)  and  scabies.  Pediculosis  corporis  (body  lice)  is  very  rarely 
found,  and  pediculosis  capitis  is  becoming  most  rare,  but. 
curiously  enough,  nits  in  the  hair  are  fairly  common.  Where 
typhus,  relapsing  fever  or  trench  fever  is  in  evidence  this  parasite 
will  assume  suddenly  first-rate  importance,  but  these  three 
diseases  are  not  known  in  this  country,  consequently  we  approach 
it  from  the  point  of  view  of  cleanliness  alone. 

Scabies. — To  contract  scabies  it  seems  necessary  to  sleep  in  1 
a bed  where  the  mite  is  present,  and  while  we  rid  the  children  of 
the  rash  and  the  mite  associated  with  this  skin  disease  at  the 
clinic,  it  is  obvious  that  the  only  radical  method  of  treatment 
would  be  to  treat  both  the  house  and  the  inmates.  Impetigo  (sores) 
still  remains  am  outstanding  disease.  As  this  is  a condition  essen- 
tially due  to  dirt,  it  probably  arises  and  spreads  chieflv  from 
scratching  with  dirty  finger  mails. 

The  table  on  page  184  gives  the  necessary  information  on 
these  conditions.  It  will  be  noticed  that  there  is  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  cases  of  scabies. 
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(/)  External  Eye  Disease. 

The  more  serious  cases  are  referred  to  the  Oculist  at  the 
Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital,  who  not  infrequently 
admits  them  into  one  of  the  Eye  wards.  The  minor  cases,  such 
as  styes  and  blepharitis,  are  treated  at  the  school  clinic,  and  as 
they  are  often  due  to  vitamine  deficiencies  the  parents  are  advised, 
after  local  treatment  at  the  clinic,  to  administer  an  ordinary  purge 
and  put  them  on  plain  cod  liver  oil  and  oranges. 

(g)  Vision. 

See  Table  IV.,  Group  II.,  on  page  184. 

The  number  of  cases  of  defective  vision  found  at  the 
systematic  examination  represents  10.6  per  cent,  of  the  children 
so  examined.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  there  has  been  a 
gradual  rise,  not  only  in  the  number  of  cases  of  defective  vision 
dealt  with,  but  in  the  percentage  of  cases  found  among  those 
systematically  examined. 

In  1921  the  percentage  was  6.0;  since  then  annual  per- 
centages have  been  7.2,  6.4,  7.6,  8.0,  and  this  year,  as 
mentioned  above,  10.6.  It  is  not  clear  why  this  should  be,  since 
the  standard  of  vision  and  the  method  of  examination  have 
remained  the  same. 

The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  cases  seen  by 
Dr.  Harrison  Butler  : — 


Submitted  to  Refraction 
Glasses  prescribed  ... 
Attendances  made  ... 


Myopia 

Myopic  Astigmatism 
Hypermetropia 
Hypermetropic  Astigmatism 
Mixed  Astigmatism 


Elementary  Schools 

Secondary 

City  Cases. 

County  Children 
attending 

City  Schools. 

School 

Children. 

859 

64 

23 

740 

52 

22 

1307 

107 

39 

xr  Ter 

°'  Cent. 

No. 

*Per  Cent. 

No 

♦Per 

Cent. 

121  163 

6 

115 

9 

40-9 

95  12-8 

9 

17-3 

8 

36.4 

157  21-2 

19 

365 

1 

4-5 

299  40  4 

13 

250 

4 

18-1 

68  9-2 

5 

9-6 

• * 

• • 

* Of  cases  examined. 

In  addition,  182  cases  were  referred  by  the  Warwickshire 
County  Council,  and  were  submitted  to  refraction  at  the  King 
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Street  Clinic.  The  number  of  attendances  made  in  connection 
with  these  was  324. 

( h ) Ear  Disease  and  Hearing. 

Reference  may  be  made  to  the  note  on  tonsils  and  adenoids 
on  pages  150  and  151.  Unfortunately  the  parents  often  are  only 
willing  to  have  the  tonsils  and  adenoids  out  when  the  hearing  is 
already  affected.  Ear  ache  in  a child  is  often  an  urgent  indication 
that  adenoids  should  be  looked  for.  It  is  not  customary  to  remove 
tonsils  and  adenoids  before  the  fifth  year ; they  have  been  sup- 
posed before  that  age  to  have  some  endocrine  function,  which 
function  is  certainly  obscure. 

It  may  be  here  worth  remarking  that  it  is  almost  useless  to 
chop  tonsils  off,  or  rather  merely  to  slice  off  a portion.  There 
are  six  arteries  which  supply  the  tonsil,  and  some  of  them  are 
large  ones.  The  instrument  supplied  for  this  chopping  process 
has  often  on  it  an  automatic  fork,  which,  sticking  into  the  tonsil, 
pulls  it  well  forward  ; this  means  that  one  or  more  of  the  big 
arteries  are  occasionally  cut.  By  twisting  tonsils  out  in  their 
entirety,  i.e.,  enucleating  them  by  a blunt  “guillotine,”  they  will 
never  grow  again,  and,  in  addition,  the  bleeding  is  reduced  to  a 
minimum. 

(1)  Dental  Defects. 

The  School  Dentists,  Mr.  M.  Reaside  and  Mr.  J.  J.  Shevlin, 
report  on  the  work  of  the  Dental  Clinic  for  the  year  as  follows  : — 

“ The  work  of  the  department  has  run  smoothly  and  the 
routine  of  previous  years  has  been  maintained. 

The  number  of  applications  for  treatment  shows  an  increase 
over  the  figures  for  1926,  the  percentages  being  1926,  55.1,  and 
19 27,  59.1.  There  are,  however,  far  too  many  refusals  received 
from  parents,  and  undoubtedly  ignorance,  indifference  and  fear 
probably  sum  up  the  reasons  given  for  such  refusals  to  submit  to 
dental  treatment. 

Teachers  have  shown  great  keenness  and  are  giving  valuable 
assistance  in  the  dental  scheme,  and,  with  their  co-operation,  the 
number  of  refusals  will  no  doubt  fall  from  year  to  year. 

A disquieting  feature  of  school  inspection  is  the  number  of 
entrants  found  with  defective  teeth  ; this  can  be  accounted  for  to 
a great  extent  by  artificial  feeding  in  infancy  and  faulty  diet 
subsequently.  Artificial  feeding  only  too  often  results  in 


*55 


malformation  of  the  soft  bone  of  the  jaws,  with  consequent  mis- 
placement of  teeth  on  their  eruption,  leading  to  food  lodgment 
and  decay. 

Of  the  7,945  children  who  underwent  routine  dental  inspec- 
tion, 5,865,  or  73.8  per  cent.,  required  treatment.  Of  this  num- 
ber requiring  treatment,  3,375,  or  59.1  per  cent.,  were  actually 
treated. 

In  addition,  32  children  attending  Secondary  Schools  were 
treated;  also  20  children  between  the  ages  of  3 and  5 years, 
referred  from  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

Arrangements  were  made  during  the  year  for  the  treatment 
of  children  attending  the  Corley  Open-Air  School.  As  it  was  not 
practicable  for  the  treatment  to  be  carried  out  at  the  School,  the 
children  were  brought  in  batches  to  the  King  Street  Clinic  by 
Mr.  Reaside,  who,  after  giving  treatment,  returned  them  to 
Corley.  Several  Saturday  mornings  were  devoted  to  this,  and 
25  children  were  so  treated.” 

The  Schools  visited  and  the  results  of  examinations  are  as 
follows  : — 


School. 

Total 

Children 

Examined 

Referred 

for 

Treatment. 

Actually 

Treated. 

Re 

Treated. 

Percentafle 

Treated. 

Broad  Street  ... 

‘270 

210 

106 

34 

50-5 

Centaur  Road  ... 

466 

336 

248 

104 

73-8 

Cheylesmore  ... 

403 

310 

205 

72 

66- 1 

Earlsdon 

522 

378 

250 

122 

66T 

Edgewick 

288 

203 

150 

49 

73.9 

Folly  Lane 

349 

267 

132 

48 

49  4 

Frederick  Bird 

509 

373 

241 

96 

64  6 

Holbrook  Lane 

225 

168 

81 

31 

48-2 

John  Gulson  ... 

374 

285 

115 

30 

40  0 

Little  Heath  ... 

78 

57 

36 

12 

63-1 

Narrow  Lane  ... 

577 

376 

122 

58 

32-4 

Paradise 

102 

74 

63 

11 

85-1 

Radford 

438 

301 

248 

76 

82-3 

Red  Lane 

322 

244 

107 

41 

43  8 

St.  Peter’s 

181 

149 

58 

20 

38-9 

South  Street  ... 

346 

268 

122 

47 

45  5 

Spon  Street 

375 

291 

154 

53 

52-9 

Stoke  Council  ... 

544 

391 

288 

122 

73-6 

Wheatley  Street 

449 

340 

198 

77 

68-2 

All  Saints 

149 

107 

54 

30 

52-3 

Sacred  Heart  ... 

48 

38 

29 

16 

76-3 

St.  Elizabeth’s 

86 

6o 

34 

8 

567 

St.  John’s 

219 

165 

64 

22 

38-8 

St.  Mark’s 

118 

93 

41 

13 

44  1 

St.  Mary’s 

104 

67 

53 

24 

791 

St.  Michael’s  ... 

184 

146 

84 

31 

57  5 

St.  Osburg's  ... 

160 

121 

62 

20 

51-2 

Stoke  C.  of  E.  ... 

59 

47 

30 

19 

63-8 

Totals  ... 

7945 

5865 

3375 

1286 

57-5 
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(j)  Crippling  Defects. 

Tne  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  crippling 


conditions  : — 

Infantile  Paralysis  : — 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Totals 

Leg 

20 

16 

36 

Arm 

5 

3 

8 

Arm  and  Leg 

3 

7 

10 

Tuberculosis  : — 

• 

Hip 

i 

3 

4 

Spine 

i 

1 

2 

Shoulder 

— 

1 

1 

Ankle 

i 

— 

1 

Talipes  (deformed  feet) 

16 

13 

29 

Congenital  Dislocation  of  Hip 

2 

12 

H 

Cerebral  Palsy 

7 

1 

8 

Pseudo-hypertrophic  Muscular  Paralysis 

3 

1 

4 

Erb’s  Paralysis  (shoulder  muscle) 

— 

1 

1 

Congenital  Deformity 

3 

1 

4 

Post-diphtheritic  Paralysis 

i 

— 

1 

Scoliosis  (curved  spine) 

6 

9 

!5 

Knock  Knee 

2 

9 

1 1 

Flat  Feet 

15 

15 

30 

Wry  Neck 

2 

6 

8 

Accident 

6 

6 

12 

Totals 

95 

!05 

200 

Infantile  paralysis,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table,  is 
the  largest  single  factor. 
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Nutrition. 

The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  and  degree  of 
nutrition  found  during  the  course  of  medical  inspection. 


Age  Group 

Number 

of 

Children 

lixatnin'd 

Nutri- 

tion 

Very 

Good 

Per 

Cent. 

Nutri- 

tion 

Good 

Per 

Cent. 

Nutri. 

tion 

Bad. 

Nutri- 

Per  tion  j Per 

Cent.  Very  Cent. 

Bad  ! 

Entrants.  Boys 

1304 

141 

10-8 

962 

73-8 

201 

15-4  .... 

Girls 

1161 

263 

22-6 

808 

696 

90 

7-7  ..  ■ .. 

Intermediate.  Boys 

763 

76 

100 

499 

65-4 

188 

24-6  ..  .. 

Girls 

767 

157 

20-5 

525 

684 

85 

Ill  ..  .. 

Leavers.  Boys 

1242 

222 

17-9 

878 

70-7 

142 

1L4  ..  .. 

Girls 

1136 

330 

29-0 

749 

65-9 

57 

50  ..  .. 

Personal  History — Previous  Illnesses. 

The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  of  children,  in  the 
three  age  groups  inspected,  who  have  suffered  from  infectious 
diseases  either  before  attending  school  or  after  admission. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  girls  shew  generally  a higher 
percentage  of  illness  than  the  boys. 


PREVIOUS  ILLNESSES. 


Ace  Group 

Number 

Examined 

Mea- 

sles 

Per 

Cent 

a ^ 

See 
o ? 

O o 
r^o 
F' 

Per 

Cent 

Chicken 

Pox 

Per 

Cent 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Per 

Cent 

Diphtheria 

Per 

Cent 

Mumps 

Per 

Cent 

Entrants. 

Boys 

1301 

915 

70-2 

554 

424 

402 

30  9 

50 

38 

17 

JL  o 

219 

1G-8 

Girls 

1161 

910 

74-4 

584 

50- 1 

384 

33  1 

28 

2-4 

26 

22 

200 

17  2 

Intermediate. 

Boys 

763 

681 

89-2 

405 

531 

340 

44-6 

51 

6-6 

25 

33 

216 

28  3 

Girls 

767 

694 

90-5 

444 

579 

359 

46-8 

56 

7-3 

23 

30 

197 

257 

Leavers 

Boys 

1242 

1131 

91-0 

632 

509 

504 

406 

94 

7-6 

47 

3-8 

369 

297 

Girls 

1130 

1029 

90  6 

649 

57-1 

507 

44-6 

111 

9-8 

55 

4 8 

364 

32  0 

For  the  summary  of  the  defects  found  by  medical  inspection 
see  Table  II.  A,  page  180. 


6.  Infectious  Disease. 

All  cases  of  infectious  disease  coming-  to  the  notice  of  the 
head  teachers  are  required,  under  Section  39  of  the  Corporation 
Act,  1900,  to  be  notified  by  them  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Below  will  be  found  a table  showing  the  periods  of  exclusion 
which  are  in  force  in  this  City  for  the  respective  diseases. 

With  regard  to  Diphtheria,  all  cases  and  contacts  are 
swabbed  by  the  school  nurses,  and  are  not  allowed  to  return  to 
school  until  two  successive  negatives  in  the  former  case  and  one 
in  the  latter  have  been  obtained.  In  this  connection  1,043  swabs 
were  taken  during  the  year. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  during  1927  to  close  any  school  on 
account  of  infectious  disease. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Periods  of  Quarantine  for  those  exposed  to  Infection  and  lengths  of 

Isolation  of  those  attacked. 


Infectious  disease. 

Quarantine  to  be 
required  after  last 
exposure  to  infection. 

Earliest  date  of  return  to  school 
after  an  attack. 

Small  Pox  . . 

18  days 

When  all  scabs  have  fallen  off. 

Chicken  Pox 

18  days 

M JJ  ft  ft 

Scarlet  Fever 

14  days 

Variable,  generally  6 or  7 weeks, 
sometimes  longer. 

Diphtheria  . . 

12  days 

Very  variable  ; may  attend  school 
when  certified  by  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Measles 

16  days 

Three  weeks. 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

21  days 

When  the  cough  has  disappeared. 

German  Measles  . . 

16  days 

About  three  weeks. 

Mumps 

24  days 

Four  weeks  if  all  the  swelling 
has  subsided. 

Typhoid  Fever 

28  days 

Only  on  medical  advice. 

Note. — In  the  case  of  Small  Pox,  Chicken  Pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and 
Typhoid  Fever,  all  children  from  an  infected  home  are  excluded  from  school. 

In  the  case  of  Measles,  German  Measles,  and  Whooping  Cough,  children  from 
infected  homes  are  allowed  to  go  to  school  if  they  attend  Senior  Departments  and 
have  themselves  had  the  disease. 

In  the  case  of  Mumps  only  the  affected  children  are  excluded. 

The  following,  since  they  are  combined  with  Infants’  Departments,  should 
follow  the  rule  for  the  latter : — 

Little  Heath.  St.  Elizabeth’s.  St.  Peter’s  Junior. 

Wheatley  Street  Special.  Stoke  C.  of  E.  St.  Mary's 

Sacred  Heart. 

The  above  table  is  re-inserted  here  for  convenience  of  refer- 
ence  by  Head  Teachers. 

On  page  74  is  a table  setting  out  the  number  of  notifications 
of  alleged  infectious  disease  among  school  children,  or  in  house: 
in  which  school  children  live,  received  from  schools  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year. 
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Vaccination. 

During  the  systematic  examination  of  the  elementary  school 
children  a note  was  made  concerning  their  previous  vaccination. 
The  results  obtained  are  shown  below. 


BOYS 

GIRLS 

Age  Groups 

Number 

Examined 

Number 

Vaccinated 

Percentage 

Vaccinated 

Number 

Examined 

Number 

Vaccinated 

Percentage 

Vaccinated 

Entrants 

1304 

272 

20-9 

1161 

203 

175 

Intermediate  Age 

763 

185 

24-2 

767 

176 

22-9 

Leavers 

1242 

396 

319 

1136 

436 

383 

Totals 

3309 

853 

258 

3064 

815 

266 

7.  Following  up. 

A card  is  made  out  for  every  child  in  whom  is  found  any 
defect  which  is  likely  to  be  benefited  by  treatment.  At  the  first 
available  opportunity  the  nurses  take  these  cards  school  by 
school  and  find  out  what  has  been  done.  Where  the  condition 
has  been  treated  the  card  is  marked  and  returned  to  its  box ; 
where  nothing  has  been  clone,  the  parent  is  visited  to  find  out  the 
reason,  and  an  attempt  made  to  overcome  prejudice,  apathy,  or 
whatever  is  the  obstruction.  Frequently  recalcitrant  parents  are 
persuaded  to  pay  a further  visit  to  the  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officers  to  be  assured  of  the  benefit  likely  to  follow  the  treatment 
advised. 

In  connection  with  this  work  the  following  table  shows  the 
number  of  home  visits  paid  by  the  school  nurses  : — 


Condition. 

Visits  Paid. 

Eyes  

329 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids  . . 

480 

Teeth 

473 

Ringworm 

57 

Uncleanliness 

24 

Diphtheria 

501 

Discharging  Ears 

58 

Cripples  . . 

16 

Miscellaneous 

159 

Total 

2097 

In  addition  to  these  home  visits  they  have  paid  928  visits  to 
schools.  When  on  such  visits,  insanitary  conditions  are  noted  ; 
these  are  referred  to  the  Health  Department. 
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8.  Medical  Treatment. 

T he  points  arising-  under  this  heading  have  been  already 
dealt  with  under  heading  5. 

9.  Open-Air  Education. 

The  Education  Committee  provide  two  open-air  schools. 
One  is  of  the  nature  of  a playground  class,  and  is  held  on  part  of 
the  roof  of  the  Centaur  Road  School.  The  other  is  a residential 
school  at  Corley,  situated  on  high  ground  about  five  miles  from 
the  City.  This-  school,  which  has  been  re-built  to  accommodate 
90  children,  was  officially  opened  by  the  Mayor  (Alderman  F. 
Lee,  J.P.),  on  July  19th,  1927. 

Corley  Open-Air  School. 

Dr.  Horwood  remarks  as  follows  : — 

“ In  the  winter  the  school  is  rather  in  need  of  a play  room. 
The  playing  field  in  front  badly  needs  to  have  a portion  asphalted ; 
this  would  obviate  the  very  muddy  conditions  under  which  the 
children  have  to  play  in  wet  weather. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  point  out  the  advantages  of  a residential 
open-air  school,  as  everyone  who  has  made  any  study  of  this 
question  is  familiar  with  the  advantages  which  this  type  of  school 
affords.  One  factor,  however,  stands  out  very  conspicuously, 
viz.,  a child  is  admitted  in  a wasted  condition,  with  chest  muscles 
thin  and  with  hollows  under  the  clavicles,  etc.  ; in  a short  time 
this  child  will  obliterate  all  traces  of  these  conditions,  but, 
unfortunately,  if  returned  too  soon  is  inclined  to  relapse.  How 
serious  these  wasted  children’s  conditions  are  can  certainly  be 
partially  told  by  clinical  examination,  by  the  stethoscope. 

Arrangements  were  made,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the 
Mayor  (Alderman  F.  Lee,  J.P.)  for  a most  excellent  wireless  set, 
which  has  been  installed  and  gives  great  pleasure. 

We  not  merely  aim  at  fattening  the  wasted  child  by  a 
mere  increase  in  weight,  but  we  bring  into  condition  the  muscles ; 
in  other  words,  by  freish  air,  rest,  cod  liver  oil  and  good  food,  we 
aim  at  returning  a child  ' in  condition  ' as  regards  his  voluntary 
muscles,  and  with  the  underlying  viscera  (controlled  by  the 
sympathetic)  in  the  same  state  too.” 

The  following  report  is  furnished  by  Miss  Townsend,  the 
Head  Teacher  : — 


“ The  newly  erected  Open-Air  School  on  the  site  of  the  Corley 

Camp  School  was  opened  for  children  on  April  26th,  1927.  The  school 

is  situated  about  five  miles  from  the  City  of  Coventry,  600  feet  above 
sea  level,  in  one  of  the  most  beautiful  parts  of  Warwickshire. 

During-  the  previous  year  (1926)  there  had  been  no  school  owing 
to  building  operations. 

The  children,  90  in  number,  arrived  on  May  2nd  and  gth,  and  in 
a very  short  time  had  settled  down  quite  well  in  their  new  surround- 
ings. The  school  accommodates  45  boys  and  45  girls.  It  has  a laige 

dining  room  in  the  centre,  with  boys’  dormitory  on  the  West  side  and 
girls’  dormitory  on  the  East  side,  with  accommodation  for  the  staff 
in  between.  This  main  building  faces  South.  The  three  schoolrooms 
are  away  from  the  main  building  and  also  face  South. 

The  old  dormitories  are  converted  into  an  isolation  block  and 
manual  room,  where  woodwork,  basketry  and  other  forms  of  hand- 
work are  taught.  The  staff  consists  of  Head  Teacher,  three  assistant 
teachers,  two  trained  nurses,  cook,  two  maids  and  handy  man. 

The  age  of  the  children  ranges  from  five  to  fourteen  years.  The 
children  are  chosen  by  an  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer,  according 
to  their  physical  condition,  and  are  seen  by  him  each  week  and  peri 
odically  examined. 

The  daily  routine  of  the  school  is  as  follows  : — 

Rise,  7 a.m. 

Breakfast,  8 a.m. 

School,  9-30 — 12-0. 

Dinner,  12-30. 

Rest,  1-30 — 2-45. 

School,  3-0 — 4-30. 

Tea,  4-45. 

Bed,  7-45  (Summer). 

,,  6-45  (Winter). 

Each  child  receives  a glass  of  milk  in  the  middle  of  the  morning, 
and  again  before  going  to  bed. 

The  school  curriculum  is  the  same  as  in  the  ordinary  elementary 
school,  but  the  afternoon  sessions  are  devoted  to  Nature  Study  and 
walks  and  handwork.  Each  year  one  or  more  of  the  children  have 
gained  prizes  offered  by  the  Coventry  Natural  History  Society  for 
collection  of  pressed  wild  flowers. 

This  close  touch  with  nature  has  a wonderful  effect  on  the  char- 
acter of  the  children. 

The  elder  boys  do  woodwork,  basketry  and  gardening,  and  the 
elder  girls  leather  work,  needlework  and  mending,  raffia  work  and 
housewifery. 

The  improvement  in  the  children,  in  spite  of  a summer  without 
much  sunshine,  and  a severe  spell  of  weather  in  December,  has  been 
very  wonderful.  Not  only  have  they  gained  weight,  but  they  have  also 
become  alert  and  bright,  and  are  now  able  to  play  games  without 
fatigue. 

This  is  the  first  time  the  school  has  been  open  during  the  winter, 
and  it  has  been  somewhat  in  the  nature  of  an  experiment,  but  I am 
pleased  to  state  that  colds  and  coughs,  which  were  very  prevalent  at 
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first,  have  been  almost  absent,  and  at  no  time  severe,  and  the  children 
have  been  remarkably  fit  and  happy  through  it  all. 

On  July  iQth  the  school  was  formally  declared  open  by  the  Mayor 
of  the  City  (Alderman  F.  Lee,  J.P.),  and  there  were  about  150  guests 
present  at  the  ceremony. 

At  Christmas  the  usual  Christmas  fare  and  entertainment  were 
given  to  the  children  through  the  generosity  of  the  Education  Com- 
mittee, Rotary  Club,  and  a few  friends.  The  Mayor  on  this  occasion 
acted  as  Father  Christmas,  and  all  had  a thoroughly  happy  time,  which 
will  be  long  remembered. 

The  B.T.H.  Company  presented  a wireless  loud-speaker  to  the 
school,  and  this  has  proved  a source  of  joy  to  children  and  staff. 

Of  course,  dietary  plays  an  important  part  in  an  institution  of 
this  kind  ; food  must  be  varied  and  appetising.  Our  diet  is  plain  but 
good,  and  includes  watercress  or  lettuce  when  obtainable,  a good  sup- 
ply of  fresh  milk,  and  an  orange  per  day.  Cod  liver  oil  is  given  to 
the  children  daily.  The  parents  visit  their  children  periodically,  and 
I think  that  good  work  is  done  during  these  visits,  as  the  parents 
realise  that  their  children  can  take  cod  liver  oil  without  trouble,  and 
that  there  are  no  longer  food  fads  to  contend  with. 

Each  year  I spend  in  an  Open-Air  School  convinces  me  more  and 
more  that  not  only  is  the  life  beneficial,  but  necessary  for  delicate 
children.” 

Extract  from  a letter  received  from  a parent : — 

. • 

“ We  are  so  pleased  that  he  has  benefited  so  greatly  by  his  stay 
with  you,  this  is  the  first  winter  for  five  years  that  he  has  not  spent 
most  of  his  time  in  bed,  and  it  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  treatment  and 
care  he  has  received  at  Corley.  If  possible,  I should  like  him  to  remain 
for  a longer  period.” 


Centaur  Road  Roof  School. 

Dr.  Moir  reports  as  follows  : — 

“ Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  wet  weather  during  T927  the 
conditions  for  teachers  and  scholars  at  the  Centaur  Road  Roof 
School  were  more  trying  than  usual. 

During  the  session,  24  girls  and  8 boys  were  in  regular 
attendance;  12  girls  and  2 boys  also  attended  for  varying  lengths  J 
of  time. 

The  following  are  the  averages  for  T927  : — 


Average  age 
Increase  in  weight  ... 
Increase  in  height  ... 


Girls. 

9.7  years 
5.9  lbs. 

1.66  inches 


Boys. 

8.2  years 
4.47  lbs. 
2.16  inches 


These  figures  are  not  quite  so  good  as  those  reached  in  1926. 
The  school  opened  on  April  25th  and  closed  on  December 
22nd.  ” 
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10.  Physical  Training. 

Miss  E.  K.  Brown,  the  Organiser  of  Physical  Training, 
reports  concerning  her  work  as  follows  : — 

“ The  physical  health  and  condition  of  the  child  are  the  basis  upon 
which  all  mental  education  must  necessarily  be  founded.  This  sums 
up  the  attitude  of  the  Board  of  Education  as  expressed  in  the  recent 
Handbook  of  Suggestions,  and  very  definite  methods  are  indicated 
through  which  these  fundamental  necessities  may  be  improved  or  at 
least  maintained  in  the  normal  child. 

The  child  naturally  loves  to  move  freely,  and  it  has  been  proved 
that  physical  activity  in  the  fresh  air  and  in  bright  daylight  stimu- 
lates growth  and  well-being  to  an  extraordinary  degree.  School  life 
brings  certain  restrictions  to  the  child’s  natural  exuberance,  and  many 
hours  are  spent  indoors  where  the  sun’s  valuable  rays  cannot  pene- 
trate. The  daily  physical  training  lesson  releases  the  child  from  these 
restrictions  and  gives  him  the  opportunity,  for  a short  time,  of  exer- 
cising the  whole  body  in  a wide  range  of  physical  activity. 

In  the  infants’  departments  two  short  lessons  are,  as  a rule, 
arranged  for  each  day,  and  children  above  seven  years  of  age  have  a 
daily  lesson  of  15  to  20  minutes’  duration.  These  physical  training 
lessons  take  the  form  of  stimulating  and  corrective  exercises,  games 
and  dancing. 

In  some  schools,  chiefly  in  the  Central  Advanced  Classes,  speciali- 
sation in  physical  training  has  been  arranged,  with  very  good  results. 
The  progression  from  year  to  year  is  definite,  and  the  effects  of  swift 
teaching  and  correctness  in  technique  are  seen  in  the  well-trained 
appearance  of  these  classes  and  in  the  good  carriage  of  the  individual 
scholar.  There  is  general  improvement  in  the  standard  of  physical 
training  in  the  schools.  The  lessons  are  more  stimulating,  invigor- 
ating and  businesslike,  and  efforts  are  made  to  eliminate  pauses  to 
keep  the  children  active  and  desirous  of  achievement. 

The  lessons  should  be  taken  in  the  open  air,  but  during  spells  of 
inclement  weather  they  should  be  taken  in  school,  and  where  hall 
accommodation  is  not  available  in  the  classroom.  The  positive  value 
of  the  classroom  lesson,  with  windows  and  doors  open,  is  not  always 
realised,  and  too  often  on  wet  days  the  time  which  should  be  devoted 
to  physical  training  is  otherwise  used,  and  the  children  miss  valuable 
training  and  exercise  which  is  their  right.  Some  classes,  in  spite  of 
having  missed  several  playground  lessons,  have  presented  a well- 
trained  and  businesslike  appearance,  which  has  been  due  to  the  careful 
organisation  of  the  classroom  lesson.  The  classroom  games  lesson 
has  also  been  found  a definite  help  in  the  field  games  lesson. 

The  daily  physical  training  lesson  has  not  yet  reached,  in  many 
cases,  the  stage  in  which  the  teacher  can  give  commands,  keep  the 
ordered  routine  of  the  lesson,  and  at  the  same  time,  observe  the  resul- 
tant effects  on  the  class.  As  a result,  corrections  are  slow,  and  children 
maintain  poor  positions  without  positive  and  effective  correction. 
Teachers  seldom  view  their  classes  at  a distance  and  so  assess  the 
lasting  value  of  certain  important  exercises. 

In  the  infant  and  junior  departments  great  stress  is  laid  on 
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formation  and  the  mechanical  observance  of  hygienic  personal  habits. 
The  children  are  regularly  inspected  as  regards  tidiness  and  cleanli- 
ness, and  the  handkerchief  is  used  as  regularly  as  the  register  is 
marked.  F orgetfulness  to  bring'  a handkerchief  to  school  is  recog- 
nised by  the  children  as  a serious  ‘ falling  from  grace.’  In  the  senior 
departments  some  time  each  week  is  devoted  to  definite  instruction  in 
hygiene. 

Organised  Games. — The  senior  pupils  continue  to  use  the  parks 
and  recreation  grounds  for  organised  games,  while  infants  and  juniors 
find  sufficient  scope  for  their  activities  in  the  school  playground. 

A graded  list  of  games  is  in  use  in  the  schools,  and  the  definite 
plan  for  the  games  lesson  submitted  to  the  girls’  departments  has  been 
found  satisfactory.  In  most  schools  the  playgrounds  are  permanently 
marked  out  for  such  games  as  net  ball,  corner  ball,  end  ball,  captain 
ball,  circular  pillar  ball,  and,  when  the  parks  are  unsuitable  for  play, 
the  games  can  quickly  be  arranged  in  the  playground. 

The  Education  Committee  has  supplied  net  ball  posts  on  Gosford 
Green,  Spencer  Park,  Radford  Recreation  Ground,  and  Edgewick 
Recreation  Ground.  The  Baths  and  Parks  Committee  has  kindly 
arranged  storage  for  these  posts  and  for  the  sawdust  necessary  for 
marking  the  pitches.  The  supply  of  light  apparatus,  balls,  sticks, 
bean  bags,  ropes,  etc.,  is  still  inadequate,  and  consequently  the  chil- 
dren do  not  get  sufficient  practice  in  throwing,  catching,  aiming,  etc. 
Teachers  are  endeavouring  to  equip  the  class  games  apparatus  box 
from  their  own,  from  the  children’s  contributions,  and  from  home- 
made devices,  but  more  could  be  done  in  this  direction  if  the  matter 
were  given  greater  thought  and  attention. 

The  use  of  the  graded  list  of  games  gives  every  child  the  oppor- 
tunity of  reaching  the  highest  classes  sufficiently  well  trained  to  be 
able  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  difficult  team  games,  e.g..  net  ball 
and  stool  ball  for  girls,  and  football  and  cricket  for  boys.  The  most 
proficient  players  are  drafted  into  the  school  team,  which  upholds  the 
prestige  of  the  school  in  inter-school  and  inter-town  matches.  An 
encouraging  feature  of  these  school  teams  is  the  keen  interest  taken 
bv  the  rest  of  the  school  in  their  doings,  and  the  increasing  number 
of  promising  players  from  which  the  team  is  drawn.  The  competitions 
for  the  shields  in  connection  with  the  inter-school  games  are  held 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Coventry  Elementary  Schools  Association, 
and  were  won  by  the  following  schools : — 

Rugby  Football — Stoke  Council  Boys. 

Association  Football — St.  Michael’s  Boys. 

Cricket — Broad  Street  Bovs. 

Net  Ball — Stoke  Council  Girls. 

Swimming. — Teachers  and  scholars  took  keen  interest  in  the  swim- 
ming instruction  last  season,  and  the  facilities  provided  at  the  baths 
were  used  to  the  fullest  extent. 

Previous  to  the  instruction  at  the  baths,  the  land  drill  for  breast 
stroke  was  practised  in  the  schools  under  the  direction  of  team  leaders 
and  carefully  supervised  by  the  swimming  teacher.  At  the  baths  the 
Amateur  Swimming  Association  methods  of  instruction,  which  have 
been  followed  for  some  years,  were  capably  interpreted  by  the  teachers 
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The  classes  were  made  up  to  30  girls  or  35  boys,  which  include  an 
allowance  of  ten  swimmers  in  each  class,  and  the  same  children,  as  far 
as  possible,  attended  throughout  the  season.  The  baths  were  visited 
each  week  by  48  classes  (25  boys’  classes  and  23  girls’  classes).  The 
number  of  lessons  given  during-  the  season  was  452  for  boys  and  439 
for  girls;  the  actual  number  of  attendances  was  13,799  for  boys,  and 
11,259  for  g'irls,  giving  a total  of  25,058  attendances  for  the  season. 

The  baths  were  not  reserved  for  the  swimming-  classes  from  the 
schools,  and  at  certain  times  in  the  day  there  was  great  interference 
with  the  work,  resulting-  in  slow  progress  and  a disappointingly  small 
number  of  swimmers  in  these  classes.  The  accommodation  was  very 
heavily  taxed  by  the  children’s  classes,  and  four  schools  in  the  Foleshil! 
area  were  unable  to  share  in  the  facilities.  Further  accommodation 
is  needed  in  this  area  and  would  relieve  the  pressure  at  the  Central 
Baths. 

The  children  were  admitted  free  to  the  baths  for  the  swimming 
lessons,  the  Education  Committee  paying  ,£100  to  the  Baths  Committee 
for  the  season. 

The  Baths  Committee  again  awarded  Proficiency  Certificates  co 
children  passing  the  following  tests:  — 

3rd  Class. — To  swim  30  yards  in  approved  breast  stroke. 

2nd  Class. — Boys  to  swim  90  yards  breast  and  30  yards  back  stroke 
in  approved  style. 

Girls  to  swim  60  yards  breast  and  30  yards  back  stroke 
in  approved  style. 

1 st  Class. — Boys  to  swim  90  yards  in  100  seconds. 

Girls  to  swim  60  yards  in  80  seconds. 

The  number  of  successes  was  546,  as  follows  : — 


3rd 

Class 

Boys 

1 5 1 • 

..  Girls 

1 79 

2nd 

Class 

Boys 

«5  • 

Girls 

81 

1 st 

Class 

Boys 

12 

Girls 

38 

The  quality  of  the  work  done  in  the  schools’  swimming  classes 
was  further  shown  by  the  high  standard  seen  at  the  annual  races 
arranged  by  the  Coventry  Elementary  Schools  Athletic  Association. 
The  shields  were  awarded  on  points  gained  in  the  various  races,  and 
were  won  by  South  Street  Boys’  School  and  Wheatley  Street  Girls’ 
School.  In  the  inter-town  team  race,  arranged  by  the  Birmingham 
Schools  Athletic  Association,  Coventry  girls  were  placed  second  and 
the  boys  third. 

During  the  winter  special  classes,  one  for  boys  and  one  for  girls, 
were  held  each  week.  The  children  were  admitted  to  the  baths  at  the 
reduced  rate  of  one  penny  per  admission,  and  the  teachers  helped  with 
the  instruction.  These  classes  have  been  held  during  the  past  three 
winter  sessions  and  are*  very  much  appreciated  by  the  children. 

Early  in  the  schools  swimming  season,  Professor  Howcroft,  the 
Olympic  Swimming  Coach,  gave  four  lecture-demonstrations  at  the 
Coventry  Baths. 

Children  were  taken  from  the  schools  to  demonstrate  the  strokes 
and.  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Education  Committee,  swimming 
teachers  were  allowed  to  attend.  At  the  conclusion  of  his  visits  Pro 
lessor  Howcroft,  in  summing  up  his  impressions,  said : ‘ There  can 
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be  no  question  regarding-  the  improvement  of  the  swimmers  in 
Coventry.  Seniors  and  juniors  of  both  sexes  have  improved  in  style 
and  speed.  Apart  from  club  swimmers  the  most  satisfactory  feature 
is  the  large  number  of  school  children  who  come  forward  on  each  visit 
for  class  instruction  accompanied  by  their  teachers,  and  herein  lies 
the  hope  of  the  future.’ 

Junior  Technical  Evening  Schools. — In  these  schools  one  hour  each 
week  is  devoted  to  physical  training,  except  in  the  second  year  engi- 
neering course  and  in  the  handicraft  course,  where  it  is  optional. 

The  classes  were  held  at  four  centres : Centaur  Road  School, 
Frederick  Bird  School,  John  Gulson  School  and  Wheatley  Street  School, 
and  32  classes  were  arranged. 

There  has  been  a marked  improvement  in  the  spirit  of  the  work 
during  the  last  few  years,  and  noticeable  improvement  has  been  shown 
in  the  wider  range  of  exercises  used,  in  the  more  interesting  method 
of  teaching,  and  in  the  higher  standard  of  work  required.  The  appear- 
ance of  most  of  the  classes  is  not  as  businesslike  as  the  teaching,  and 
pupils  are  urged  to  wear  gymnastic  costume,  which  allows  freedom 
and  safety  of  movement. 

Apparatus  is  gradually  being  provided  for  these  classes,  it 
is  invaluable  in  making  the  lesson  interesting  and  in  increasing  the 
difficulty  of  the  exercises  and  games.  The  floor  space  is,  as  a rule, 
too  small,  and  activities  are  further  limited  by  the  presence  of  desks 
and  other  obstructions. 

Two  of  the  centres  run  Net  Ball  and  Football  teams,  and  these 
play  on  Saturday  afternoons  and  compete  with  other  teams  in  the 
Juvenile  Organisations  Committee’s  leagues. 

A few  pupils  over  t6  years  of  age  continue  their  physical  training 
at  the  Junior  Technical  Evening  Schools,  and  it  is  hoped  that  these 
pupils  will  form  the  nucleus  of  the  physical  training  classes  for  men 
and  women  in  connection  with  the  Technical  College  scheme? 

Further  Instruction  for  Teachers. — Demonstration  lessons  were 
given  by  the  Organiser  with  classes  of  children  from  Standards  6 and  7, 
and  teachers  interested  in  these  grades  attended. 

A Teachers’  Physical  Training  Club  was  started  in  June,  and 
meets  weekly  at  Stoke  Park  Secondary  School. 

A course  of  six  hours’  instruction  in  swimming  and  swimming 
methods  was  organised  under  the  Education  Committee,  and  twenty 
teachers  enrolled.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  course  six  teachers 
entered  for  the  Teachers’  Elementary  Amateur  Swimming  Association 
certificate  and  were  successful.  As  a result  of  the  course  a Teachers’ 
Swimming  Club  was  started,  and  meets  weekly  for  fuither  practice 
and  instruction. 

Coventry  Elementary  Schools  Athletic  Association. — This  Associa- 
tion, which  is  managed  by  the  teachers,  continues  to  foster  a high  m 
standard  of  play  and  conduct  in  the  school  games.  The  annual  inter- 
school sports  were  held  at  the  Rover  Ground,  and  were  most  success- 
ful. The  championship  shields,  awarded  on  the  aggregate  points  in 
certain  races,  were  won  by  Stoke  Council  Boys’  School  and  Centaur 
Road  Girls’  School.  Attractive  displays  of  games,  massed  folk  dan- 
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cing,  massed  swimming  drills  and  a physical  training  lesson  added 
to  the  success  of  the  afternoon. 

Play  Centres. — Three  centres  were  opened,  under  the  Education 
Committee,  at  Broad  Street  School,  South  Street  School,  and  Spon 
Street  School.  The  children  have  games,  folk  dancing  and  boxing, 
and  these  activities  are  appreciated  as  a break  from  the  restraint 
necessary  while  doing  handwork,  quiet  reading,  quiet  games,  etc. 

Girl  Guides. — There  are  39  companies  in  the  Coventry  district, 
four  of  which  are  attached  to  elementary  schools.  Last  year  eight 
companies  took  camping  holidays,  some  under  canvas,  at  Bourton, 
Church  Lawford  and  Malvern,  others  at  the  Holiday  Fellowship  Camp 
at  Conway.  The  value  of  such  holidays  is  very  great,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  a larger  number  of  responsible  officers  will  come  forward,  and, 
by  their  efforts,  give  more  and  more  children  the  opportunity  of  enjoy- 
ing such  benefits. 

Old  Scholars’  Associations. — Some  schools  run  very  flourishing 
and  well  organised  old  scholars’  associations.  The  activities  are  usu- 
ally of  a social  nature,  with  games,  dancing,  physical  exercises,  and, 
in  some  few  cases,  net  ball  and  football  teams  play  in  the  Juvenile 
Organisations  Committee’s  leagues.” 

11.  Provision  of  Meals. 

A few  cases  of  underfeeding-,  where  neither  parents  nor 
teachers  have  applied  for  school  meals,  have  been  met  with  and 
reported. 

The  School  Medical  Officers  have  inspected  the  premises  and 
arrangements  during  meal  times. 

As  the  Municipal  Restaurant  was  not  available  for  the  supply 
of  meals,  it  having  been  closed,  the  Wheatley  Street  Special 
School  was  utilized  for  this  purpose,  and  the  first  provision  of  free 
meals  began  during  the  week  commencing  April  25th  and  was 
continued  until  the  end  of  the  year.  The  total  number  of  meals 
supplied  during  the  year  was  340,  the  number  receiving  meals  at 
any  one  time  varied  from  35  to  5. 

Centaur  Road  Open-Air  School. — During  the  year,  5,423 
meals  were  supplied;  of  these,  5,136  were  given  on  payment  of 
2/-  per  week,  and  287  meals  were  supplied  free  of  cost  to 
necessitous  cases. 

12.  School  Baths. 

The  special  school  for  mental  defectives  is  the  only  elemen- 
tary school  in  Coventry  provided  with  a bath.  It  may  be  hoped 
that  in  time  shower  baths  for  children  in  the  elementary  schools 
niay  be  available. 


13.  Co-operation  of  Parents. 

In  order  to  obtain,  where  possible,  the  presence  of  parents 
at  the  systematic  examination,  an  invitation  is  sent  out  the  pre- 
vious day. 

The  results,  as  far  as  “ entrants  ” and  8-year-old  children 
are  concerned,  are  very  good,  the  attendances  of  parents  being 
82.1  per  cent,  and  72. 5 per  cent,  respectively.  The  attendance 
of  parents  of  the  older  scholars  is  not  so  good,  but  is  satisfactory, 
the  percentage  for  boys  being  41. 5,  and  girls  58.0. 

In  order  that  the  parents’  co-operation  may  be  obtained  with 
regard  to  any  treatment  required,  the  defects  and  the  possible 
result  of  non-treatment  are  explained  to  them  as  simply  and  fully 
as  possible. 

Parents’  Percentage  Attendance. 


Number 

Examined 

Attendances 
by  Parents 

Percentage 

Attendances 

Entrants : 

Boys 

Girls 

1304 

1091 

S3 -7 

1161 

933 

80-4 

'Totals 

2465 

2024 

82-1 

Intermediate  Age  : 

Boys  . . 

763 

534 

70-0 

Girls  . . 

767 

576 

75  1 

Totals 

1530 

1110 

72-5 

Leavers  : 

Boys 

1242 

516 

41  5 

Girls  . . 

1136 

659 

58  0 

Totals 

2378 

1175 

49  4 

14.  Co-operation  of  Teachers. 

It  is  always  found  that  teachers  are  willing  to  facilitate  the 
work  of  medical  inspection  as  much  as  they  can.  Frequently  the 
systematic  inspection  entails  much  inconvenience  to  them  owing 
to  the  lack  of  special  accommodation. 

Most  of  the  following-up  is  done  by  the  School  Nurses,  but  a 
list  of  defects  found  is  always  sent  to  the  Head  Teachers,  who  are 
asked  to  inspect  the  children  thereon  periodically,  and  thus  save 
the  Nurses  a certain  amount  of  time.  Teachers  frequently  also 
interview  parents,  and  take  the  opportunity  of  urging  that  the 
advice  of  the  Medical  Officer  be  taken. 
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Many  special  cases  are  seen  at  the  Clinic  as  the  result  of 
teachers  advising  parents  to  bring  their  children. 

15.  Co  operation  of  School  Attendance  Officers. 

There  is  close  co-operation  with  this  department.  With 
regard  to  the  systematic  inspection,  the  help  of  the  Attendance 
Department  is  unnecessary,  but  a number  of  special  cases  are 
sent  to  the  Clinic  by  the  Attendance  Officers.  These  are  mostly 
cases  of  chronic  illness,  who  are  absent  from  school  for  long 
periods,  and  who  should  be  under  observation  by  the  Medical 
Officers. 

16.  Co-operation  of  Voluntary  Bodies. 

Much  useful  work  is  done  by  the  Charity  Organisation 
Society  in  sending  children  to  Convalescent  Homes  on  the  advice 
of  the  School  Medical  Officer.  During  the  year,  33  children  have 
been  sent  either  to  the  seaside  or  country  for  periods  varying  from 
one  to  six  months. 

The  help  of  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Children  is  occasionally  asked  and  obtained. 

A number  of  crippled  children  have  been  referred  to  the 
“ Dunsmoor  ” Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

17.  Blind,  Deaf,  Defective  and  Epileptic  Children. 

See  Table  III.,  page  182. 

Blind. — It  will  be  noted  that  there  are  9 cases  recorded  as 
having  such  impairment  of  vision  that  they  would  be  better 
educated  in  a special  class. 

Deaf. — There  are  known  to  be  1 1 partially  deaf  children  who 
are  suitable  for  educating  in  a special  class. 

The  time  seems  to  have  come  when  a stand  should  be  made 
against  the  ordinary  method  of  allowing  the  deaf  to  go  through 
hfe  with  the  deaf  and  dumb  language.  From  a eugenic 
point  of  view  it  is  absolutelv  wrong,  for  they  marry  their  own 
kind;  moreover,  it  is  totally  unnecessary  when  they  can  be  taught 
lip-reading  and  so  mix  with  the  rest  of  the  world. 

Mental  Defectives. — Dr.  Horwood  reports  as  follows  : — 

“ The  Wheatley  Street  Special  School  is  now  full.  Fre- 
ejuently  children  examined  with  a view  U>  admission  to  the  Special 


School  are  referred  back  to  the  ordinary  elementary  school  once 
or  even  twice. 

The  prejudice  against  the  Special  School  is  the  same  in  this 
district  as  in  others,  and  if  a mother  has  a notice  to  attend  for 
the  child’s  examination  as  a possible  mental  defect  her  social 
status  may  suffer  a severe  blow.  Prejudice  dies  hard,  and  once 
the  school  has  been  called  the  ‘ Silly  School  ’ it  is  a question  of 
‘ give  a dog  a bad  name  . . .’  That  the  very  reverse  is  the  case 
is  the  actual  fact,  some  of  the  older  girls  being  able  to  cook  a 
good  dinner,  under  supervision,  are  as  well  disposed  as  any  girls 
in  the  City,  are  hard-working,  truthful,  honest,  and  markedlv 
loyal  to  their  teachers.  The  boy  or  girl  with  an  Intelligence 
Quotient  of  55  to  65  may  belong  to  the  hewer  of  wood  and 
drawer  of  water  type,  but  he  or  she  presents  a far  less  problem 
than  the  mentally  excessive.  Moreover,  these  children  show  a 
social  factor  of  the  very  first  importance,  viz.,  a great  sensitive- 
ness, consequently  they  re-act  to  any  surroundings  immediately. 
Few  would  deny  that  this  is  very  important  from  a herd  instinct 
point  of  view.  That  they  want  protection  is  certain,  for  with  the 
refined  cruelty  which  they  will  meet  with  in  the  ordinary  walks  of 
life,  can  it  be  doubted  that  their  intelligence  quotient  will  suffer? 

One  feels  that  it  is  necessary  to  study  this  subject  first-hand, 
for  the  books  flatly  contradict  one  another.  We  have  the  psycho- 
analyst, eugenical  expert,  and  the  alienist.  The  psycho-analyst’s 
day  is  going  by  let  us  hope.  The  eugenic  expert  has  shown  us 
in  certain  families  the  bad  effects  of  heredity,  calmly  missing  out 
in  the  self-same  families  the  larger  majority  who1  have  lived  to 
blesls  the  world.  The  only  thing  they  have  actually  demonstrated 
is  that  if  the  abnormal  marries  with  the  normal,  in  four  genera- 
tion's the  abnormal  will  die  out,  and  this,  it  would  appear,  is  what 
the  first  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Moses)  said  some  time  ago. 

It  is  still  true,  as  of  yore,  that  Thyroid  and  Whole  Gland 
pituitary  will,  at  times,  work  marvels  on  a mental  defective  and 
even  an  imbecile. 

It  is  with  profound  gratitude  that  I have  to  report  that  with 
the  last  three  children  examined,  all  three  parents  not  only  showed 
no  hostility  but  expressed  themselves  willing  for  their  children 
to  go  to  the  Special  School ; one,  however,  I referred  back  to  his 
ordinary  school  again.” 


The  Special  School  has  accommodation  for  70  children. 
During  the  year,  34  children  were  admitted,  15  boys  and  19  girls, 
and  13  children  left,  8 being  boys  and  5 girls. 

Nine  children  were  “ notified  ” during  the  year  to>  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Committee. 


Wheatley  Street  Special  School. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

(1)  Number  of  Children  who  have  left  the  School 
since  1910  . . 

126 

110 

236 

(2)  Number  who: — 

(a)  Have  since  died  . . 

5 

7 

12 

(b)  Are  known  to  be  incapable  by  reason  of 
mental  defect  of  undertaking  employment 

10 

20 

30 

(c)  Are  in  attendance  at  an  Institution  for 
further  education : — 

(1)  Deaf  and  Dumb  School 

4 

1 

5 

(2)  Blind  School 

• , 

• . 

. • 

(3)  Private  School 

1 

3 

4 

( d ) Are  in  any  other  Institution  : — 

(1)  Asylum  . . 

3 

3 

6 

(2)  Workhouse 

4 

5 

9 

(3)  Epileptic  Colony  . . 

• • 

• • 

(4)  Homes  for  Mental  Defectives 

15 

8 

23 

(5)  Other  Institutions 

2 

2 

(3)  Number  who  are  employed  in  : — 

(a)  Industrial  or  manual  work 

37 

7 

44 

(b)  Agricultural  or  rural  work 

2 

1 

3 

(c)  Domestic  work  . . 

• . 

23 

23 

(d)  Commercial,  professional 

(e)  Casual  work 

19 

10 

29 

(4)  Number  untraced  or  left  the  City 

12 

11 

23 

(5)  Returned  to  Elementary  Schools 

9 

9 

18 

(6)  Unemployed  . . 

3 

2 

5 

Miss  Tuft,  the  Head  Mistress  of  the  Special  School,  sends 
the  following  report  on  the  year’s  work  : — 

“ There  are  now  82  children  on  the  books,  42  boys  and  40  girls. 
A more  varied  type  of  child  is  noticeable  amongst  the  scholars  this 
year.  It  is  observed,  that  of  15  children,  including  n boys,  definite 
speech  defects  occur  ; and  in  7 instances  there  is  also  word  deafness. 

It  is  noticeable  too  that  the  boys  are,  on  the  whole,  of  much  lower 
mental  grade  than  tne  girls. 

One  exceptional  case,  worthy  of  mention  at  length,  is  that  of  a 
boy  who  was  sent  here  after  recovering-  from  sleepy  sickness  (Ence- 
phalitis Lethargica) . On  admission  I was  warned  of  his  condition. 
His  nerves  were  in  a terrible  condition.  On  the  first  morning  he  broke 
four  pencil  points  in  less  than  a minute,  and  during  the  day  left  his 
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seat  no  less  than  ten  times  a minute.  I felt  convinced  that  this  case 
could  only  be  cured  by  tact  and  patience. 

It  is  saying'  much  for  the  teachers  and  scholars,  that  neither  bv 
word  or  look  was  the  boy  allowed  to  feel  that  his  behaviour  was  punish- 
able. At  the  end  of  the  day  I happened  to  say,  not  referring:  to 
him,  ‘ All  my  children  have  been  g'ood  to-day  except  one,  and  we 
must  forgive  him,  because  he  finds  it  very  hard  to  be  good.’  This 
boy  in  question  rushed  to  me,  saying',  ‘ I find  it  very  hard  to  be  good 
too.  I keep  g'ettingr  out  of  my  seat,  and  cannot  help  it,  but  I will  try.’ 
That  was  the  beginning.  Each  day  afterwards  he  was  passed  from 
class  to  class,  staying-  until  he  became  unbearable  to  the  teacher. 
Now  he  is  permanently  in  the  boys’  class,  and  his  nerves  are  to  all 
appearances  at  rest. 

It  is  strang'e  that  as  far  as  his  mentality  goes  he  is  abnormally 
intelligrent  for  his  agre,  having-  the  general  knowledge  of  a grown-up. 
He  can  read  and  understand  quite  advanced  literature. 

The  curriculum  is  practically  the  same  as  last  year. 

Work  boxes  are  being  made  by  the  boys  in  the  woodwork  class, 
for  use  in  Wheatley  Street  Infants’  School,  and  a useful  kitchen  table 
for  use  when  serving  dinners  as  well  as  baskets  and  trays. 

The  cooking  of  the  mid-day  meal  is  still  done  by  the  elder  girls  ; 
altogether  510  free  dinners  have  been  provided  during  the  year. 

It  is  sad  to  journey  to  school  in  worn  shoes  on  a wet  morning. 
To  meet  this  contingency,  the  sufferers  pull  off  their  soaked  boots  and 
stockings  and  sit  round  the  bath,  dangling  their  feet  in  12  inches  cf 
hot  water  (12  can  sit  round  our  bath).  What  joy,  what  comfort,  and 
what  a practical  lesson  ! 

Arrangements  have  been  made  recently  to  commence  the  afternoon 
syllabus  15  minutes  earlier  each  day,  as  more  than  half  the  children 
stay  to  dinner,  because  their  homes  are  situated  at  long  distances  from 
the  school,  while  correspondingly  those  children  living  close  in,  who 
go  home  to  the  mid-day  meal,  return  promptly.  This  makes  the  dinner- 
time supervision  less  exacting. 

We  had  a very  happy  party  again  this  Christmas,  utilising  a large 
Christmas-tree  given  by  Mr.  Jack  Johnson,  a local  fruiterer.  The  cost 
of  the  good  things  and  toys  provided  was  generously  defrayed  by  the 
following  gentlemen  amongst  others  : — His  Worship  the  Mayor  (Aider- 
man  F.  Lee,  J.P.),  Councillor  H.  S.  Armishaw,  Councillor  C.  Payne, 
Councillor  A.  H.  Barnacle,  Major  Helbv,  Mr.  S.  Bettmann,  and 
Miss  Dix.” 

18.  Nursery  Schools. 

There  are  no  Nursery  Schools  in  the  City. 

1 9.  Secondary  Schools. 

Dr.  Moir  reports  concerning-  the  Secondary  Schools  for  girls 
as  follows  : — 


“ During  1927,  316  girls  were  examined  at  Barr’s  Hill 
Secondary  School  and  133  at  Stoke  Park  Secondary  School.  The 
corresponding  numbers  for  the  previous  year  were  355  and  126 
respectively. 

A distinct  improvement  in  the  physique  of  the  girls  examined 
at  Stoke  Park  School  was  observed.  In  this  school  a rest  room 
and  facilities  for  rest  in  the  open-air,  after  the  mid-day  dinner, 
are  provided  for  any  girl  who  may  be  in  need  of  either. 

The  girls  from  12  to  16  years  of  age  at  both  schools  are  seen 
once  every  year,  and  any  one  found  defective  is  seen  again  in  the 
school  three  to  six  months  afterwards. 

In  both  schools  a very  large  proportion  of  the  number 
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examined  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  postural  deformities, 
and  of  these  flat  feet  was  present  in  about  25  per  cent,  of  the 
children  examined. 

The  numbers  may  depend  on  the  fact  that  each  girl  is 
specially  examined  for  the  presence  or  absence  of  each  of  the 
three  deformities  (scoliosis,  kyphosis  and  flat  feet).  The  degree 
of  flat  foot  was  in  no  case  pronounced,  and  in  many  cases  the  con- 
dition was  not  bilateral.  In  the  two  schools  only  four  girls  are 
under  treatment  for  deformities  at  the  ‘ Dunsmoor  ’ Orthopaedic 
Clinic,  the  others  receiving  remedial  exercises  in  school  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  Mistress  of  Physical  Training.” 

Of  the  325  girls  proposed  to  be  examined  at  Barr’s  Hill 
School,  in  nine  instances  the  parents  desired  withdrawal  from  the 
medical  inspection;  in  regard  to  Stoke  Park  School,  133  girls  were 
examined  and  51  were  withdrawn. 

20.  Continuation  Schools. 

These  have  been  discontinued. 

21.  Employment  of  Children  and  Young  Persons. 

Mr.  Turner,  the  Superintendent  Attendance  Officer,  kindly 
furnishes  the  following  report  relating  to  the  year  ending  Decem- 
ber 31st,  1927  : — 

“ In  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  Employment  of  Children  Bye- 
Laws,  it  is  illeg-al  to  employ  a child  under  the  age  of  12  years,  while 
children  between  the  ag-es  of  12  and  14  years  can  be  employed  only 
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after  fulfilling-  certain  conditions  as  to  hours  of  employment  and  the 
nature  of  the  occupation.  Certain  occupations,  which  are  considered 
detrimental  either  to  the  child’s  health  or  morals,  are  prohibited.  All 
children  registered  for  employment  have  also  to  obtain  a satisfactory 
medical  report  from  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

Children  Employed  in  Occupations  Notifiable  under  Bye-Laws. 

At  the  end  of  1926  the  number  of  employed  children 

registered  in  accordance  with  the  Bye-Laws  was  319 
During  the  year  1927  the  number  of  fresh  registra- 
tions was  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  265 
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The  number  of  children  who  left  employment  or 

attained  the  age  limit  (14  years)  was  ...  ...  326 


Number  of  employed  children  registered  on  the  31st 

December,  1927  ...  ...  ...  ...  258 


As  in  previous  years,  the  majority  of  these  children  are  engaged 
in  the  delivery  of  goods  in  connection  with  the  wholesale  and  retail 
distributive  trades. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  a large  number  of  children  are  also 
employed  in  various  occupations  during  the  Bank  Holiday  Pleasure 
Fairs.  Such  employment  has,  of  course,  to  be  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Bye-Laws,  but  owing  to  the  casual  nature  of  the 
employment  a certain  amount  of  difficulty  is  experienced  in  enforcing 
the  regulations.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  employment  of  any  kind  is 
permissible  in  such  an  unhealthy  and  undesirable  environment. 

During  the  year  26  cases  of  employment  in  contravention  of  the 
Bye-Laws  were  reported.  Action  was  taken  in  every  case,  the 
employer  receiving  either  a written  or  personal  warning.  Such  warn- 
ings are  usually  effective,  it  seldom  being  found  that  an  employer 
offends  a second  time. 

Street  Trading. 

Under  the  Bye-Laws  no  boy  under  15  and  no  girl  under  16  is 
permitted  to  engage  in  street  trading;  a boy  between  15  and  16  years 
must  obtain  a licence,  issued  by  the  Local  Education  Authority,  for 
this  purpose. 

At  the  end  of  1926  the  number  of  boys  registered  in  this  way  was 
three.  During  1927  2 fresh  licences  were  issued  and  3 surrendered. 
Thus,  at  the  end  of  1927,  2 boys  were  licenced  for  street  trading;  in 
each  case  the  boy  was  a newsvendor. 

It  has  only  been  found  necessary  to  issue  one  warning  for  an 
offence  under  the  Street  Trading  Regulations. 

Licences  to  Children  for  Stage  Performances. 

The  Education  Act,  1921,  provides  that  no  child  shall  take  pan 
in  performances  in  places  of  public  entertainment  unless  furnished 
with  a licence  issued  in  accordance  with  the  Special  Rules  of  the  Board 
of  Education.  The  licence  is  granted  by  the  Local  Education  Authority 
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in  whose  area  the  child  lives,  and  is  valid  in  England  and  Wales.  No 
application  has,  however,  been  received  during  the  year  on  behalf  of 
a Coventry  child. 

It  is  also  the  duty  of  the  Local  Education  Authority  to  see  that 
the  conditions  of  such  licences  are  observed  by  licencees  visiting  the 
area.  During  the  year  13  licensed  children  visited  the  City.  The  con- 
ditions relating  to  hours,  apartments,  dressing  rooms,  school  attend- 
ance, supervision  and  care  were  satisfactorily  carried  out. 

Further  supervision  was  provided  by  visits  to  places  of  amusement. 
During  the  year  21  such  visits  were  made,  but  no  illegal  cases  were 
discovered. 


Juvenile  Employment. 

The  following-  extracts  are  taken  from  the  Report  of  the 
Juvenile  Employment  Committee  for  the  year  ended  31st  July, 
1927  : — 

The  results  of  the  work  of  the  Juvenile  Employment  Committee 
continue  to  show  that  this  branch  of  the  Education  Committee’s  work 
is  increasing  and  that  the  Juvenile  Employment  Bureau  is  becoming 
increasingly  recognised  by  parents  and  employers  as  the  best  means 
of  obtaining  suitable  employment  and  employees  respectively. 

The  Committee  is  pleased  to  report  that  during  the  year  under 
review  young  persons  visited  the  Bureau  more  freely  than  hitherto  for 
help  and  advice  upon  the  most  suitable  occupations  to  enter  and  upon 
the  procedure  to  be  adopted  to  secure  employment.  The  number  of 
visits  paid  to  the  Bureau  by  juveniles  during  the  year  was  1,316  (678 
boys  and  638  girls),  and  it  was  gratifying  to  note  that  a considerable 
number  of  them  were  accompanied  by  their  parents. 

During  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  the  effects  of  the  indus- 
trial troubles  were  still  being  felt,  but  later  there  was  a gradual  diminu- 
tion in  the  number  of  claimants  to  Unemployment  Insurance  Benefit. 

The  seasonal  falling  off  in  employment  commenced  earlier  than 
usual  this  year,  and  during  July  194  boys  and  70  girls  made  claims 
to  Unemployment  Insurance  Benefit. 

The  table  also  shows  that  of  the  vacancies  notified  by  employers 
during  the  year  more  than  62  per  cent,  were  filled.  This  figure,  it  may 
be  noted,  would  have  been  considerably  higher,  but  for  the  fact  that  a 
number  of  the  vacancies  notified  were  of  a “ blind  alley  ” nature,  and 
as  such  could  not  be  recommended. 

The  demand  for  boys  in  the  Engineering  and  Allied  Trades  con- 
tinues to  be  steady  and  provides  the  main  avenue  of  employment,  whilst 
the  Textile  Industry  still  gives  employment  to  nearly  half  the  girls, 
the  Engineering,  Motor,  Electrical  and  Distributive  Trades  account- 
ing for  the  greater  portion  of  the  other  half. 

A large  number  of  boys  are  still  desirous  of  entering  the  Building 
Industry  as  apprentices,  but,  owing  to  the  percentage  restriction  still 
prevailing,  the  waiting  list  for  this  Industry  continues  to  increase. 
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Co-operation  with  Schools. 

The  procedure  for  co-operation  between  the  Elementary  Schools 
and  the  Bureau  established  by  the  Committee  under  the  Old  Scheme 
has  been  continued  with  success. 

While  the  work  of  the  Committee  is  concerned  mainly  with  chil- 
dren leaving-  the  Elementary  Schools,  an  increasing  number  of  parents 
of  pupils  leaving  the  Secondary  Schools  confer  with  the  Officers  of  the 
Bureau  with  regard  to  employment  for  their  children. 

Apprentices. 

Your  Committee  are  still  doing  all  they  can  to  encourage  entrance 
into  indentured  apprenticeships.  The  processes  of  mass  production 
and  repetition  work  are  rendering  apprenticeship  in  the  Motor  trade 
more  and  more  rare,  but  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  electrical  engi- 
neering trade  still  continues  to  engage  a fair  percentage  of  apprentices. 

The  majority  of  the  larger  firms  in  the  City  now  have  their  own 
Apprentices’  Supervisor,  and  grant  special  facilities  for  their  appren- 
tices to  attend  the  part-time  day  classes  at  the  Technical  College. 

Unemployment  Insurance. 

The  number  of  Unemployment  Books  issued  during  the  period 
from  1st  August,  1926,  to  31st  July,  1927,  was  3,067  (1,623  to  boys 
and  1,444  to  girls). 

These  books  are  exchanged  annually  at  the  close  of  the  Insurance 
Year  (at  the  beginning  of  July)  and  form  the  basis  upon  which  grant 
is  paid  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  towards  the  expenses  of  adminis- 
tration incurred  by  the  Local  Education  Authority  in  carrying  out  the 
duties  of  the  Scheme  relating  to  Unemployment  Insurance.  Since  the 
last  report  the  Ministry  has  reduced  the  basis  of  payment  for  eaefi 
exchanged  book  from  2/-  to  1/9.  The  amount  paid  in  unemployment 
benefit  during  the  year  was  £745,  which  was  reimbursed  by  the  Minis 
try  of  Labour. 

Co-operation  with  Employers. 

The  Committee  desire  to  acknowledge  the  continued  help  and 
support  which  is  being  shown  by  employers.  There  are,  unfortunately, 
still  some  employers  who  only  apply  to  the  Bureau  when  they  are 
unable  to  secure  their  juvenile  employees  through  other  channels.  If  1 
these  employers  would  consistently  notify  all  their  vacancies  in  the  1 
first  instance,  they  would  save  themselves  considerable  trouble  and 
would  give  the  Bureau  a better  opportunity  of  finding  suitable  posts 
for  those  juveniles  who  come  to  them  for  guidance  and  assistance. 


22.  Special  Enquiries. 

Dr.  Horwood  has  especially  interested  himself  in  the  results 
of  the  open-air  school  at  Corley  and  the  general  effects  of  sun- 
shine on  children ; also  on  the  effects  of  Rheumatism  in  childhood. 
The  following  notes  are  some  of  his  observations  : — 
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" Light  Treatment. — There  can  be  little  question  that  many 
children,  to  say  nothing-  of  adults,  are  sunshine  starved.  There 
are  different  ways  of  attempting  to  remedy  the  lack  of  sunlight  : 
One  is  to  wait  until  a child  is  so  debilitated  that  something  has 
to  be  done,  the  child  can  then  be  exposed  two  or  three  times  a 
week,  under  skilled  supervision,  to  either  the  open  carbon  arc 
lamp  or  the  Quartz  mercury  vapour  lamp;  or  children  can  be  sent, 
for  example,  to  the  mountains  of  Switzerland,  which  course  has 
had  such  admirable  results  under  Dr.  Rollier.  The  latter  method  is 
the  most  natural,  but  is  necessarily  expensive.  I bis  latter  treat- 
ment is  attempted  at  residential  open  air  schools,  but  as  rays  from 
the  far  end  of  the  spectrum  practically  do  not  penetrate  our 
climate  through  most  of  the  months  of  the  year,  it  is  necessary  in 
these  residential  schools  to  supply  ultra-violet  rays  in  some  such 
form  as  crude  cod  liver  oil.  It  is,  of  course,  quite  useless  to 
speak  of  Vita  Glass  when  none  of  these  rays  are  coming  through 
from  the  sun. 

There  is  another  method  which  promises  to  be  of  some  use. 
Apparently  the  ordinary  metallic  filament  electric  lamp  gives  off 
a certain  small  amount  of  ultra-violet  light;  this  does  not  pene- 
trate the  glass  of  the  bulb  ; but  there  is  now  on  the  market  such 
a lamp  made  of  vita-glass,  and  this  mav  prove  to  be  a valuable 
method  of  artificial  lighting  in  the  schools.  1'hese  lamps  mav  be 
described  as  ‘compensatory,’  or  an  effort  to  imitate  the  July  sun. 

I'he  Rheumatic  Child. — Rheumatism  in  children  accounts 
for  more  invalidism  and  premature  death  than  any  other  one 
disease,  and  has  been  called  by  Sir  George  Newman  the  ‘ Captain 
of  the  Men  of  Death.’  The  cause  we  do  not  know,  the  predispos- 
ing causes  we  do  know,  and  (me  outstanding  predisposing  cause 
is  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids.  It  would  seem  desirable  again 
to  labour  the  cause  for  more  enucleation  of  tonsils  and  adenoids 
than  at  present. 

Chorea. — 'I  his  is  often  associated  with  nodules  on  the  joints, 
with  enlarged  tonsils,  with  movements  specific  to  the  disease.  A 
restless  nervous  child  is  very  often  associated  with  the  same  heart 
lesions  as  rheumatism,  in  fact  it  is  often  difficult  to  diagnose 
whether  it  is  a straight  cut  case  of  rheumatism  or  one  of  chorea. 
Rheumatism  and  chorea  both  cause  emotion  alike,  and  a child 
can  be  made  to  laugh  or  cry  with  a minimum  of  effort;  the  out- 
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standing-  feature,  however,  with  a choreic  child  is  the  tendency  to 
lack  the  power  of  sleep. 

With  both  the  above  complaints  the  old-fashioned  method  of 
keeping  the  child  in  bed  for  a month  leaves  little  to  be  desired.” 

23.  Miscellaneous. 

During  the  year,  212  children  were  examined  with  regard  to 
fitness  for  Juvenile  Employment,  and  in  addition  77  candidates 
for  scholarships  were  examined. 

Appended  are  the  statistical  tables  asked  for  by  the  Board  of 
Education. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  SNELL, 
School  Medical  Officer. 

The  Council  House, 

Coventry. 

April  1 6th,  1928. 


i79 


APPENDIX. 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

Table  I. — Return  of  Medical  Inspections  ( see  note  a) 
Year  ended  December  31st,  1927. 

A. — Routine  Medical  Inspections. 


Number  of 

Entrants 

Code  Group  Inspections  (see  note  b). 

• • ••  • • •• 

2465 

Intermediates 

• • * • ••  •• 

1530 

Leavers 

• • ••  ••  •• 

2378 

Total 

6373 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections  ..  316 

(see  note  c) 


B. — Other  Inspections. 


Number  of  Special  Inspections  ..  ..  4003 

(see  note  d). 

Number  of  Re-inspections  . . . . . . 3887 

( see  note  e). 


Total  . . 7890 


Notes  on  Table  I.  see  page  191. 
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Table  II. 


A. — Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the  Year  ended 

31st  December,  1927. 


Routine  Inspections. 

Special  Inspections. 

No.  of  Defects. 

No.  of  Defects. 

DEFECT  OR  DISEASE. 

Requiring 

Requiring 

to-be  kept 

to  be  kept' 

Requiring 

under  observa- 

Requiring 

under  obsen 

treatment. 

tion  but  not 

treatment. 

tion  but  nc 

requiring 

requiring 

treatment. 

treatment- 

Malnutrition 

8 

14 

17 

Uncleanliness  (Sec  Table  IV.,  Group  V.) 

I 84 

425 

23 

Ringworm— Scalp 

4 

• . 

62 

• • 

Body 

1 

63 

• • 

Skin 

Scabies  . . 

21 

17 

Impetigo 

Other  Diseases  (Non- 

Tuberculous) 

14 

• • 

421 

18 

8 

12 

Blepharitis 

61 

• . 

47 

Conjunctivitis 

Keratitis  . . 

1 

38 

• • 

Eye  h 

Corneal  Opacities  . . 

• . 

i 

6 

Defective  Vision  . . 

510 

in 

381 

. , 

Squint 

48 

9 

34 

Other  Conditions  .. 

• . 

a « 

5 

f Defective  Hearing . . 

5 

30 

24 

Ear 

Otitis  Media 

143 

3 

37 

. . 

.Other  Ear  Diseases 

392 

2 

24 

• ■ 

Nose 

and 

Throat 

Enlarged  Tonsils  only 

216 

324 

185 

16 

Adenoids  only 

21 

110 

10 

2 

Enlarged  Tonsils  & Adenoids 

213 

203 

172 

9 

Other  Conditions  . . 

2 rt 

15 

74 

• • 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non-Tuber- 

culous) 

• • 

1 

• 13 

• • 

Defective 

Speech  . . 

4 

4 

11 

• • 

Teeth — Dental  Diseases  (see  note  a)  . . 

702 

. . 

82 

• • 

( See  Table  IV.,  Group  IV.) 

Heart 

'Heart  Disease — 

and 

Organic 

1 

14 

32 

Circula- 

Functional 

1 

13 

9 

tion 

lAnsemia  . . 

4 

7 

14 

Bronchitis 

11 

46 

37 

Lungs  j 

Other  Non- Tuberculous 

l 

Diseases 

• # 

11 

8 

j 

Pulmonary  - 

Definite 

• « 

1 

1 

Suspected 

1 

1 

2 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuber- 

Glands 

• • 

1 

culosis  \ 

Spine 

. • 

q 

Hip 

Other  Bones  and  Joints 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Skin  . . . . 

* . 

. . 

Other  Forms  . . 

• • 

Nervous 

'Epilepsy 

Chorea 

2 

1 

4 

4 

18 

System 

. Other  Conditions  . . 

. • 

43 

• * 

Defor- 

mities 

' Rickets 

Spinal  Curvature 

Other  Forms 

3 

21 

211 

7 

1 

1 

67 

rr 

1 

43 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases.. 

28 

34 

1 - I'' 

Notes  on  Table  II.  see  page  191. 
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B. — Number  of  Individual  Children  (see  note  b)  found  at  Routine 
Medical  Inspection  to  require  Treatment  (excluding  Un- 
cleanliness and  Dental  Diseases). 


Number  of  Children. 

Percentage 
of  Children 

Group. 

Inspected. 

( see  note  c). 

Found  to 
require 
Treatment. 

found  to 
require 
Treatment. 

( see  note  d). 

Code  Groups  : 

Entrants 

2465 

429 

17-4 

Intermediates  . . 

1530 

395 

25-8 

Leavers 

2378 

642 

27-0 

Totals 

6373 

1466 

230 

Other  Routine  Inspections  . . 

316 

64 

20-3 

Notes  on  Table  II.  see  page  191. 
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Table  III. — Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in  the  Area  (see  note  a). 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total 

Blind  (see  note  b). 

(i.)  Suitable  for  training  in  a School  or  Glass  for  the 

totally  blind. 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes  for  the  Blind 

— 

1 

1 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools  ( see  note  c)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

1 

1 

A. 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

— 

2 

2 

(ii.)  Suitable  for  training  in  a School  or  Class  for  the 

partially  blind. 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes  for  the  Blind 

2 

1 

3 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools  ( see  note  c)  . . 

4 

5 

9 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

— 

— 

— 

Deaf  (see  note  d). 

(i.)  Suitable  for  training  in  a School  or  Class  for  the 
totally  deaf  or  deaf  and  dumb. 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes  for  the  Deaf 

5 

8 

13 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools  (see  note  c)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— • 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

— 

1 

1 

(ii.)  Suitable  for  training  in  a School  or  Class  for  the 

partially  deaf. 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes  for  the  Deaf 

— 

— 

— 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools  ( see  note  c)  . . 

8 

3 

11 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

— 

— 

Mentally  Defective. 

Feebleminded  (see  note  e). 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for  Mentally  Defective  Children.. 

39 

36 

75 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools  (see  note  c>  . . 

— 

— 

— 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

2 

2 

4 

Notified  to  the  Local  Control  Authority  during  the  year. 

Feebleminded 

1 

5 

6 

Imbeciles 

2 

1 

3 1 

Idiots  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  •• 

— 

— 

" ■' 

Epileptics. 

Suffering  from  severe  epilepsy  (see  note  /). 

Attending  Certified  Special  Schools  for  Epileptics  . . 

3 

1 

4 

In  Institutions  other  than  Certified  Special  Schools 

— 

— 



Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools  (see  note  c)  . . 

4 

2 

6 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

1 

1 

2 

Suffering  from  epilepsy  which  is  not  severe  (see  note  gj. 

28 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools  ( see  note  c)  . . 

16 

12 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

j83 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Physically  Defective. 

'nfectious  'pulmonary  and  glandular  tuberculosis  (see  note  h). 

At  Sanatoria  or  Sanatorium  Schools  approved  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  or  the  Board 

1 

1 

2 

c it  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

it  no  School  or  Institution 

— 

— 

— 

N on-infectious  but  active  pulmonary  and  glandular 
tuberculosis  ( see  note  h). 

At  Sanatoria  or  Sanatorium  Schools  approved  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  or  the  Board 

6 

1 

7 

l t Certified  Residential  Open-Air  Schools  . . 

— 

— 

— 

) t Certified  Day  Open-Air  Schools 

— 

— 

— 

d t Public  Elementary  Schools  ( see  note  c)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

t other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

t no  School  or  Institution 

1 

— 

1 

Delicate  Children  (see  note  h). 

t Certified  Residential  Open-Air  Schools  .. 

44 

45 

89 

4 t Certified  Day  Open-Air  Schools 

9 

31 

40 

!■  t Public  Elementary  Schools  ( see  note  c)  . . 

162 

151 

313 

t other  Institutions 





t no  School  or  Institution 

— 

— 

— 

Active  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  (see  7iote  h). 

it  Sanatoria  or  Hospital  Schools  approved  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  or  the  Board 

2 

1 

3 

i Public  Elementary  Schools  (see  note  c) . . 

1 

2 

3 

if  3 other  Institutions 

2 

3 

5 

D no  School  or  Institution 

1 

1 

2 

Crippled  Children  (see  note  hj. 

Certified  Hospital  Schools 

3 

1 

4 

Certified  Residential  Cripple  Schools 

— 

— 

— 

Certified  Day  Cripple  Schools  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Public  Elementary  Schools  (see  note  c)  . . 

94 

90 

184 

other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

no  School  or  Institution 

4 

5 

9 

* 12  Patients  in  Hertford  Hill  Sanatorium  attended  school. 


Notes  on  Table  III.  see  page  192. 


184 


Table  IV. — Return  of  Defects  Treated  during  the  Year  ended 
31st  December,  1927  (see  note  a). 

TREATMENT  TABLE. 


Group  I. — Minor  Ailments. 


Disease  or  Defect. 

Number  of  Defects  treated,  or  under 
treatment  during  the  year. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 
( see  note  b ). 

Otherwise. 

Total. 

Skin  : — 

Ringworm— Scalp  .. 

36 

30 

66 

Ringworm  Body  .. 

36 

28 

64 

Scabies 

33 

5 

38 

Impetigo  .. 

409 

. # 

409 

Other  Skin  Diseases 

6 

• • 

6 

Minor  Eye  Defects 

59 

. * 

59 

Minor  Ear  Defects  ( see  note  c) 

229 

• • 

229 

Miscellaneous 

11 

• • 

11 

Totals 

819 

63 

882 

Group  II. — Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 


Number  of  Defects  dealt  with. 


Defect  or  Disease. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 
( see  note  b). 

Submitted  to 
refraction  by 
private  prac- 
titioner, or  at 
hospital, apart 
from  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

Otherwise 

Totals 

Errors  of  Refraction 
(including  Squint)  . . 

792 

792 

Other  Defect  or  Disease 
of  the  Eyes 

59 

• • 

59 

Totals 

851 

• • 

• • 

851 

Total  number  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  . . 792 

(b)  Otherwise  . . . . . . — 

Total  number  of  children  who  obtained  or  received  spectacles  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  ..  701  (14  purchased  by  Eduoa 

(b)  Otherwise  ..  ..  ..  — tion  Committee). 

Total  cases  referred  for  refraction  923. 
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Group  III.— Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat 


Number  of  Defects. 


Received  operative  Treatment. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme,  in 
Clinic  or 
Hospital 
( see  note  b). 

By  Private 
Practioner 
or  Hospital, 
apart  from  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Total. 

Received 
other 
forms  of 
Treatment. 

Total 

number 

Treated. 

229 

38 

267 

16 

550 

Group  IV. — Dental  Defects. 


(1)  Number  of  Children  who  were  : — 


(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist : 

Routine  Age  Groups. 
Aged  6 2048 
„ 7 2134 

,,  8 1703 

,,  9 1774 

„ 10  154 

,,  11  132 

7945 

Specials  ( see  note  d)  679 


(6;  Pound  to  require  treatment 

(c)  Actually  treated 

(including  679  specials) 

(d)  Ke-treated  during  the  year 

as  the  result  of  periodical 
examination  ( see  note  e) 


5865 

4054 


1286 


Total  . . 8624 


(2) 

Half-days  devoted  to  Inspection  .. 

• • 

76 

,,  ,,  Treatment  . . 

• • 

827 

903 

(3) 

Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment  .. 

• • 

• • 

6360 

W 

Fillings,  Permanent  Teeth 

• • 

4045 

,,  Temporary  Teeth 

• • 

448 

— 

4493 

(5) 

Extractions,  Permanent  Teeth 

452 

,,  Temporary  Teeth 

• • 

69  SO 

7432 

(6) 

Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extractions 

• • 

3 

(7) 

Other  operations,  Permanent  Teeth 

# # 

405 

,,  ,,  Temporary  Teeth 

• • 

74 

479 

Group  V. — Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions  (see  note  f). 

(i.)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the  year 

by  the  School  Nurses  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

(ii.)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools 

by  School  Nurses  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  15471 

(iii.)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  ..  ..  2952 

(iv.)  Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made  by 

the  Local  Education  Authority  . . . . . . . . 492 

(v.)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  : — 

(а)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  . . 2 

(б)  Under  School  Attendance  Byelaws  . . Nil 

Notes  on  Table  IV.  Groups  I.  to  V.,  see  page  193. 


SECONDARY 


SCHOOLS. 


Table  I. — Return  of  Medical  Inspections,  Year  ended 
31st  December,  1927  (see  note  a). 

A. — Routine  Medical  Inspections 


Number  of  Code  Group  Inspections  ( see  note  b). 
Entrants  (aged  10  and  11  years)  ..  ..  114 

Intermediates  (aged  12  years)  ..  ..  ..  80 

Leavers  (aged  13  to  16  years)  ..  ..  ..  360 

Total  ..  551 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections  ( see  note  c)  — 


B. — Other  Inspections 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  (see  note  d ) ..  13 

Number  of  Re-inspections  ( see  note  e)  . . 7 

Total  . . 20 


Notes  on  Table  I.  see  page  191. 
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Table  II. — Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the  Year  ended 

31st  December,  1927. 


Routine  Inspections. 

Special  Inspections. 

No.  of  Defects. 

No.  of  Defects. 

DEFECT  OR  DISEASE. 

Requiring 

treatment. 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  obser- 
vation but  not 
requiring 
treatment. 

Requiring 

treatment. 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  obser- 
vation but  not 
requiring 
treatment. 

alnutrition 

.ncleanliness 

/Ringworm — Scalp.. 

nn 

Body.. 

Scabies  . . 

Impetigo.. 

Other  Diseases  (Non- 
, Tuberculous) 

Blepharitis 

1 

2 

re 

Conjunctivitis 

Keratitis  . . 

Corneal  Opacities 

Defective  Vision 

57 

21 

Squint 

Other  Conditions 

Defective  Hearing 

,r 

Otitis  Media 
.Other  Ear  Diseases 

56 

>S6 

Enlarged  Tonsils  only 

17 

3 

d 

Adenoids  only 

1 

1 

roat 

larged 

Enlarged  Tonsils  & Adenoids 
Other  Conditions  .. 

Cervical  Glands  (Non-Tuber- 

1 

2 

i 

culous) 

fective  Speech 

1 

• 3th— D 

art 

ental  Diseases  (see  note  a)  . . 

( Heart  Disease — 

144 

1 

cula- 

n 

Organic 

Functional 
^Anaemia  . 

• • 

• • 

• . 

ngs  . 

Bronchitis 

Other  Non-Tuberculous 
. Diseases 

''Pulmonary — 

Definite 

1 

2 

2 

Suspected 
Non-Pulmonary — 

ier- 

Glands 

1 

3S1S 

Spine 

Hip  .. 

Other  Bones  and  Joints 
Skin.. 

Other  Forms  . . 

voub  1 

Epilepsy  . . 

tern  I 

Chorea 

.Other  Conditions  .. 

or-  i 

Rickets 

ies  ' 

Spinal  Curvature.. . 

.Other  Forms 

28 

142 

8 

t er  Defects  and  Diseases  . . 

8 

Notes  on  Table  II.  see  page  191. 
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B.— Number  of  individual  children  (see  note  b)  found  at  Routine 
Medical  Inspection  to  require  Treatment  (excluding  Unclean- 
liness and  Dental  Diseases). 


Group. 

Number  of  Children. 

Percentage 
of  Children 
found  to 
require 
Treatment 
( see  note  d). 

Inspected. 
(see  note  c). 

Found  to 
require 
Treatment 

Code  Ghoups  : 

Entrants 

114 

42 

36  8 

Intermediates  . . 

80 

45 

56-3 

Leavers 

360 

158 

43  9 

Totals 

554 

245 

44  2 

Other  Routine  Inspections  .. 

• • 

• • 

• • • 

Notes  on  Table  II.  see  page  49. 


Table  III.— Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in  the  Area  (see  note  a). 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Physically  Defective. 

Active  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  (see  note  h). 

At  Sanatoria  or  Hospital  Schools  approved  by  the  Ministry 

of  Health  or  the  Board 

. 

At  Secondary  Schools  (see  note  c) 

1 



1 

At  other  Institutions 





At  no  School  or  Institution 

— 

— 

— 

Crippled  Children  (see  note  h). 

At  Certified  Hospital  Schools 

— 

— 

— 

At  Certified  Residential  Cripple  Schools 

— 

— 

— 

At  Certified  Day  Cripple  Schools 

— 

— 

— 

At  Secondary  Schools  ( see  note  c) 

— 

4 

4 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

— 

— 

Notes  on  Table  III.  see  page  192, 
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Table  IV.— Return  of  Defects  treated  during  the  Year  ended 

31st  December,  1927. 

Group  I.—  Minor  Ailm&nts. 


NIL. 


Group  II. — Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 


Number  of  Defects  dealt  with. 


Defect  or  Disease. 

Under  the 
Authority's 
Scheme. 

( see  note  b). 

Submitted  to 
refraction  by 
private  prac- 
titioner or  at 
hospital,  apart 
from  the 
Authority's 
Scheme. 

Otherwise. 

Total. 

Errors  of  Refraction 
(including  Squint)  .. 

22 

• • 

22 

Other  Defect  or 
Disease  of  the  Eyes 

• • 

• • 

• • 

Totals 

. 

22 

. . 

• • 

22 

Total  number  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed  : — 

(а)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  ..  ..  22 

(б)  Otherwise  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  — 

Total  number  of  children  who  obtained  or  received  spectacles  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  ..  ..  1G 

( b ) Otherwise 

Total  cases  referred  for  refraction  . . . . . . 23 


igo 

Group  III. — Treatment  op  Defects  op  Nosh:  and  Throat. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Received  Operative  Treatment. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme  in 
Clinic  or 
Hospital. 

By  Private 
Practitioner 
or  Hospital, 
apart  from  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Total. 

Received 
other 
forms  of 
Treatment. 

Total 

number 

Treated. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Group  IV. — Dental  Defects. 


(1)  Number  of  children  who  were: — 

(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist : (b)  Found  to  require  treatment 

Routine  Age  Groups  Nil.  (c)  Actually  treated 
Specials  (see  note  d)  82  ( d ) Re-treated  (see  note  e) 

(2)  Half-days  devoted  to  Inspection 

M ,,  Treatment  (approximately) 


32 

32 


4 


(3) 

Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 

• • 

88 

(4) 

Fillings,  Permanent  Teeth  . . 

• • • • • • 

64 

,,  Temporary  Teeth  .. 

• • • • • • 

— 

64 

(5) 

Extractions,  Permanent  Teeth 

• • • • • • 

20 

,,  Temporary  Teeth 

• • • • • • 

11 

31 

(6) 

Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics 

for  extractions 

• • 

— 

(7) 

Other  operations,  Permanent  Teeth 
,,  ,,  Temporary  Teeth 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

15 

15 

Group  V. — Uncleanlinbss  and  Verminous  Conditions  (see  note/). 

(i.) 


1 


(ii.) 

(iii.) 

(iv.) 


Average  number  of  visits  per  School  made  during  the  year 
by  the  School  Nurses 

Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools 

by  School  Nurses  . . . . • • . . • • • • 554 

Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  . . . . Nil. 

Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made  by 
the  Local  Education  Authority 


Nil. 


(v.)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  ..  Nil. 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  Byelaws  ..  Nil. 


Notes  on  Table  IV.,  Groups  I.  to  V.  see  page  193. 


NOTES  ON  TABLE  I. 


(a)  The  return  refers  to  a complete  calendar  year. 

(b)  This  heading  relates  solely  to  the  routine  medical  inspection  of  the 
three  ordinary  age  groups,  i.e.,  to  medical  inspection  carried  out: — 

(i)  in  compliance  with  Article  7 of  the  Consolidated  Regulations 
relating  to  Special  Services — Grant  Regulations  No.  19; 

(ii)  on  the  school  premises  (or  at  a place  specially  sanctioned  by 
the  Board  under  Article  44  (li)  of  the  Code); 

(iii)  for  the  purpose  of  making  a report  on  each  child  on  the  lines 
of  the  approved  Schedule  set  out  in  Circular  582. 

(c)  Under  this  heading  are  recorded  routine  inspections,  if  any, 
of  children  who  do  not  fall  under  the  three  code  age-groups,  e.g.,  routine 
inspections  of  a fourth  age-group  or  of  other  groups  of  children,  as  distinct 
from  those  who  are  individually  selected  on  account  of  some  suspected 
ill-health  for  “ Special  ” Inspection. 

(d)  A Special  Inspection  is  a medical  inspection  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  himself  or  by  one  of  the  Medical  Officers  on  his  staff  of  a child 
specially  selected  or  referred  for  such  inspection,  i.e.,  not  inspected  at  a 
routine  medical  inspection  as  defined  above.  Such  children  may  be  selected 
by  the  Medical  Officer  during  a visit  to  the  School  or  may  be  referred 
to  him  by  the  Teachers,  School  Nurses,  Attendance  Officers,  Parents,  or 
otherwise.  It  is  immaterial  for  the  purpose  of  this  heading  whether  the 
children  are  inspected  at  the  School  or  at  the  Inspection  Clinic  or  else- 
where. If  a child  happens  to  come  before  the  School  Medical  Officer  for 
special  inspection  during  a year  in  which  it  falls  into  one  of  the  routine 
groups,  its  routine  inspection  should  be  entered  in  Part  A.  of  Table  I., 
and  its  special  inspection  in  Part  B.  The  inspection  to  be  recorded  under 
the  heading  of  special  inspections  should  be  only  the  first  inspection  of 
the  child  so  referred  for  a particular  defect.  If  a child  who  has  been 
specially  inspected  for  one  defect  is  subsequently  specially  inspected  for 
another  defect,  such  subsequent  inspection  should  be  recorded  as  a Special 
Inspection  and  not  as  a Re-inspection. 

(e)  Under  this  heading  the  medical  inspections  are  entered  of 
children  who  as  the  result  of  a routine  or  special  inspection  come  up  later 
on  for  subsequent  re-inspection,  whether  at  the  School  or  at  the  Inspec- 
tion Clinic.  The  first  inspection  in  every  case  is  entered  as  a routine 
or  special  inspection  as  the  case  may  be.  Every  subsequent  inspection 
of  the  same  defect  is  entered  as  a re-inspection. 

Care  is  taken  to  see  that  nothing  is  included  under  the  head  of 
special  inspections  or  re-inspections  except  such  inspections  as  are  defined 
above.  Attendances  for  treatment  by  a Nurse,  or  for  examinations  by 
anyone  other  than  a Doctor  on  the  staff  of  the  School  Medical  Service, 
should  not  be  recorded  as  medical  inspections.  If  however  at  any  such 
attendance  a child  is  also  examined  by  one  of  the  Authority's  Medical 
Officers,  this  should  be  recorded  as  a special  inspection  or  re-inspection 
as  the  case  may  be,  even  if  treatment  is  also  given;  but  such  attendance 
may  also  of  course  be  recorded  as  an  attendance  for  treatment. 


NOTES  ON  TABLE  II. 


(a)  The  figures  included  in  this  space  refer  to  the  findings  of  the 
Medical  Officer  and  not  those  resulting  from  dental  inspection  in  the  schools 
by  the  School  Dentist.  The  findings  of  the  School  Dentist  are  recorded 
in  Table  IV.,  Group  IV. 

(b)  No  individual  child  is  counted  more  than  once  in  this  part 
of  Table  II.,  i.e.,  under  B,  even  if  it  is  found  to  be  suffering  from  more 
than  one  defect. 

(c)  The  figures  in  this  column  will  of  course  be  the  same  as  those  civen 
in  Table  I.  A. 

(d)  The  figure  in  this  column  is  the  percentage  of  the  figure  in 
column  (3)  of  that  in  column  (2). 
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NOTES  ON  TABLE  III. 


(a)  This  Table  is  a return  of  all  children  in  the  area  for  whom  the  Local 
Education  Authority  are  responsible  and  who  (except  in  the  case  of  chil- 
dren suffering  from  epilepsy  which  is  not  severe),  have  been  ascertained 
to  be  blind,  deaf,  defective  or  epileptic  within  the  meaning  of  Part  V.  of 
the  Education  Act,  1921.  It  is  the  statutory  duty  of  every  Local  Education 
Authority  formally  to  ascertain  all  defective  children  in  their  area  irre- 
spective of  the  actual  provision  now  made  for  their  instruction  in  Special 
Schools.  It  is  assumed  that  every  Authority  will  have  a complete  list  of 
such  children  compiled  from  returns  made  continuously  during  the  year 
and  kept  constantly  up  to  date.  In  order  to  secure  uniformity,  Authorities 
are  requested  to  make  up  this  Table  from  their  list  of  defective  children 
as  it  stands  on  the  last  day  of  each  calendar  year. 

Children  who  are  living  in  residential  schools  in  the  area  but  who 
come  from  other  areas,  should  not  be  included  in  this  Table;  but  children 
should  be  included  who  are  living  in  residential  schools  outside  the  area 
and  who  are  being  maintained  there  by  the  Authority. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  Table,  no  child  has  been  included  whose  defect 
has  not  been  ascertained  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  or  a medical  member 
of  the  Authority's  staff. 

The  definitions  of  defective  children  as  given  in  the  Act  are  as  follows 
and  must  be  very  carefully  borne  in  mind. 

A blind  child  is  a child  who  is  too  blind  to  be  able  to  read  the  ordinary 
school  books  used  by  children. 

A deaf  child  is  a child  who  is  too  deaf  to  be  taught  in  a class  of  hearing 
children  in  an  elementary  school. 

Mentally  and  Physically  Defective  children  are  children  who,  not 
being  imbecile  and  not  being  merely  dull  and  backward,  are  defective, 
that  is  to  say,  children  who  by  reason  of  mental  or  physical  defect  are 
incapable  of  receiving  proper  benefit  from  the  instruction  in  the  ordinary 
public  elementary  schools,  but  are  not  incapable  by  reason  of  that  defect 
of  receiving  benefit  from  instruction  in  such  special  classes  or  schools  as 
under  Part  V.  of  the  Act  may  be  provided  for  defective  children. 

Epileptic  children  are  children  who,  not  being  idiots  or  imbeciles,  are 
unfit  by  reason  of  severe  epilepsy  to  attend  the  ordinary  public  elementary 
schools. 

(b)  For  the  purpose  of  this  Return  the  Board  require  that  children 
who  are  blind  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  should  be  divided  into  two 
categories,  i.e.,  (1)  those  who  are  totally  blind  or  so  blind  that  they  can 
only  be  appropriately  taught  in  a school  or  class  for  totally  blind  children, 
and  (2)  those  who  though  they  cannot  read  ordinary  school  books,  or  cannot 
read  them  without  injury  to  their  eyesight,  have  such  power  of  vision 
that  they  can  appropriately  be  taught  in  a school  or  class  for  the  partially 
blind. 

It  should  be  understood  that  children  who  are  able  by  means  of  suit- 
able glasses  to  read  the  ordinary  school  books  used  by  children  without 
fatigue  or  injury  to  their  vision,  are  not  included  in  this  Table. 

(c)  It  should  be  understood  that  none  of  the  children  in  this  Table 
(except  children  suffering  from  epilepsy  which  is  not  severe)  ordinarily  attend 
public  elementary  schools.  When  the  heading  is  retained,  it  is  merely 
because  at  present  the  insufficiency  of  Special  School  accommodation 
makes  it  impossible  to  do  better  for  some  defective  children  than 
to  allow  them  to  attend  the  ordinary  school.  No  space  is  left  for 
entry  of  children  with  infectious  pulmonary  tuberculosis  attending  public 
elementary  schools  as  these  children  should  of  course  be  promptly  excluded 
from  such  schools. 

(d)  Children  who  are  deaf  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  are 
classified  for  the  purpose  of  this  Table  as  (1)  totally  deaf  or  so  deaf  that 
they  can  only  be  appropriately  taught  in  a school  or  class  for  the  totally 
deaf,  and  (2)  partially  deaf,  i.e.,  those  who  can  appropriately  be  taught 
in  a school  or  class  for  the  partially  deaf. 

(e)  This  category  includes  only  those  children  for  whose  education  and 
maintenance  the  Local  Education  Authority  are  responsible,  and  who  are 
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not  eligible  for  notification  to  the  Local  Control  Authority  under  the 
Mental  Deficiency  Act. 

(/)  In  this  part  of  the  Table  only  those  children  are  included  who  are 
epileptic  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act. 

For  practical  purposes  the  Board  are  of  opinion  that  children  who 
are  subject  to  attacks  of  major  epilepsy  in  school  should  be  recorded  as 
" severe  " cases  and  excluded  from  ordinary  public  elementary  schools. 

( g ) In  this  part  of  the  Table  is  entered  the  remainder  of  the 
epileptic  children  in  the  area,  i.e.,  children  whose  disease  is  of  such  a kind 
as  not  to  unfit  them  for  attendance  at  an  ordinary  public  elementary 
school. 

( h ) The  exact  classification  of  physically  defective  is  admittedly  a 
matter  of  difficulty.  Valuable  information,  however,  will  be  obtained  if 
School  Medical  Officers  will  record  these  defective  children  as  accurately 
as  possible  under  the  selected  sub-headings,  taking  care  that  no  child  is 
entered  under  more  than  one  sub-heading. 


NOTES  ON  TABLE  IV. 


(a)  The  Table  deals  with  all  defects  treated  during  the  year,  however 
they  were  brought  to  the  Authority’s  notice,  i.e.,  whether  by  routine 
inspection,  special  inspection,  or  otherwise,  during  the  year  in  question 
or  previously. 

(b)  This  heading  includes  all  cases  that  received  treatment  under 
definite  arrangements  or  agreements  for  treatment  made  by  the  Local 
Education  Authority  and  sanctioned  by  the  Board  of  Education  under 
Sections  16  and  80  of  the  Education  Act,  1921.  Cases  which,  after 
being  recommended  for  treatment  or  advised  to  obtain  it,  actually  received 
treatment  by  private  practitioners,  or  by  means  of  direct  application  to 
Hospitals,  or  by  the  use  of  hospital  tickets  supplied  by  private  persons, 
etc.,  are  entered  Tinder  other  headings. 

(c)  Tf  any  treatment  is  given  for  more  serious  diseases  of  the  ear  ( e.q 
operative  treatment  in  hospital)  it  should  not  be  recorded  here  but  in  the 
body  of  the  School  Medical  Officer's  Annual  Deport. 

(d)  The  heading  ” Specials  " in  this  Table  relates  to  all  children  inspected 
by  the  School  Dentist  otherwise  than  in  the  course  of  the  routine  inspec- 
tion of  children  in  one  of  the  age  groups  covered  by  the  Authority's 
approved  scheme,  namely,  to  children  specially  selected  by  him,  or  referred 
by  Medical  Officers,  Parents,  Teachers,  etc.,  on  account  of  urgency.  The 
number  inspected  in  each  age  group  is  separately  shown,  as  well  ns  the 
total,  but  under  “ Specials " only  the  total  number  is  given. 

( e ) It  should  be  understood  that  all  the  cases  entered  under  this  head 
are  also  entered  under  head  (c). 

(/)  A statement  as  to  the  arrangements  made  by  the  Local  Education 
Authority  for  cleansing  verminous  children  and  a record  of  the  cases  in 
which  legal  proceedings  were  taken,  is  included  in  the  body  of  the  School 
Medical  Officer's  Deport. 

N.B. — Groups  I. — V.  above  cover  all  the  defects  for  which  treatment 
is  normally  provided  as  part  of  the  School  Medical  Service.  Particulars 
as  to  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Authority  for  providing  treatment  for 
other  types  of  defect  (e.q.,  for  orthopaedic  treatment)  or  for  securing 
improvement  in  types  of  defect  which  do  not  fail  to  be  treated  under  the 
Authority's  own  scheme  and  for  which  the  Authority  neither  incur 
expenditure  nor  accept  any  responsibility,  together  with  a statement  of  the 
effect  of  the  measures  taken,  is  included  in  the  body  of  the  School 
Medical  Officer's  Deport.  Tt  is  convenient  for  such  particulars  to  follow 
Die  headings  of  Table  II. 
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